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CHAPTER I. 

DeiMUtore for Cbaquisaca— Unexpected reDconlre at a post-house- 
River Pilcoidayo — Hospitable reception at Cliuquisaca— Inter- 
vifewwitfa the Presidenifc— Ladies — Colleges — Clergy — ^Fleas — A 
mysterioas despatch. 

August 8th. Prepared my traT^Ung equipage, and de- 
parted for Chnquisaca in companj with Don Pedro, a 
worthjr young man, late alcade'tnajor (lord mayor) of 
this city. The object of my journey was to obtain an 
interview with Sucre, the supreme chief of the govern- 
ment, for the purpose of insuring his protection for the 
property c£ the company, in the event of its being seized 
by Don Felix Castro, of whose intentions to that effect 
I had rdoeived information from Buenos Ayres. 

About five leagues from Potosi, to the northward and 
eastward, is a small hamlet of Indians, called Bancs, 
signifying baths, of which there are two or three, pos- 
sessing admirable medicinal qualities, deriyed from a 
copious hot spring, at nearly 90 degrees of Fahrenheit 
Number of persons resotl to this place ibr the benefit 
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10 TRAVELS IN PERU. 

of health, and sometimes for reereatioil, hat they must 
convey th^ir own.fiimitnre and comforts, there being no 
other accommodation than the roof of a hirge building 
and a pulperia (public house), which supplies visiters 
with provisions and liquors. 

In this neighbourhood^piitches of cultivation are to be 
seen ; the4>loughing is performed with a crooked branch 
of a tree, so contrived that, as it is dragged along by a 
yoke of oxen, the point scratches two or three inches 
deep into the ground. This, it appears, is quite suffi- 
cient to produce a good crop of barley, which, with a 
few potatoes and a little maize, is all that is attempted 
to be grown here, though in Europe there are spots with 
more ungrateful soil, producing abundance by means of 
industry. No doubt, muiy of the vast desert-looking 
tracts in this country, which serve only for thousands of 
lamas to range over, interspersed with some few flocks 
of sheep and goats, might, by cultivation, be rendered 
equally productive, if the population were such as to re- 
quire it 

Our first day's journey was ten leagues, to the post of 
3artolo, where we stepped for the night, and where, even 
at this short distance from Potosi, the climate was so 
very much milder, that I had no occasion for half the 
quantity of bed-clothes to which I had been latterly ac- 
customed. 

9th. A delightfully fine firosty morning, which gra- 
dually became an extremely hot day. No one can duly 
appreciate, without experience, the great comfort of the 
white poncho under the powerfiil heat of a tropical sun. 
It completely intercepts the rays, and from its lightness 
batches the current of air as one . rides along, and 
thereby occasions an agreeable coolness. Ponchos 
of doth are much better adapted than any great-coat 
for keeping out the rain : if*they were first worn by a 
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leader of fashion in England, their use would soon be- 
come general, and would certainly be approved. . 

Some shrubs and a few small trees, which, since my 
residence at Pdtosi I had not seen a semblance of, deco- 
rated the scenery of this day^s journey, which lay over 
nigged mountains and through valleys, where a solitary 
Indian hut might here and there be discovered on the 
edge of a patch of cultivation. Some tracts of pasture, 
With cattle in good condition, also proved that we were 
no longer in the region of sterility. 

After a ride of ten leagues,, we stopped at the post of 
Terrao, the landlord of which is a wealthy man ; but, 
as is usual throughout this country, the comfort or con- 
venience of the traveller i^ no more considered at a ' 
post hoase, thaif that of the dogs who sally forth to chal' 
lenge him as he approaches. Whilst I was sitting with 
several Indians in a ring round a fire, occupied in roast- 
ing some excellent potatoes, which I had selected from 
a large heap that had been just brought home, four 
travellers upon post mules trotted into the court, where 
a conversation, in a tone and emphasis not unknown to 
jay ear, but at the time and place quite unexpected, 
commenced between three of them, in these identical 
words, so loudly uttered that, had my organs of hearing 
been naturally dull, I must have distinctly comprehend- 
ed them. ** Death an'owns, Pat ! here's lots of praties I" 
— "■ Ah I den are ye in arenest ?" — ^** Divil a word o' lie 
in it !** — ** Saze some o* them for supper, for I see very 
wen that this cantancrous baste of a mule is going to 
give me as long a job to get the saddle off as she gave me 
to put it on : — ^look at that now ! (here the mule kicked 
and squealed.) Oh ! the divil may squeal you !" — '* 1*11 
take a hatlul o' them any way, Pat" ** Da, Christy 
dear, and put them 'QHl^ ^9*** " Mind ! have a care 
^» of your shins, or that long-^hl|d varmint will be mighty 



12 TBAVELS IN PERU. 

apt to blacken them for you.** ^ Oh, then, sweet bad* 
luck to her for a mule ! for a mule she is, and nauthing 
elde but a mule !— S e c there agin !V said Pat, as he 
jumped aside to evade the heels of his ticklish animal. 
It may be unnecessary to say that I availed myself of the * 
first, opportunity to gratify my impatience respecting the 
little history of these travellers, whidi was related to' 
me by Christopher Donoughoe in the following manner. 
^^ Owen Flaherty and Paddy Curry there, left Ireland 
mere boys in the year ninety^ight and went off to North _ 
Ameriky, and I followed after them shortly, so I did." 
" But why did you happen to leave your country in the 
year nineiy-eight V said I. '^ Why, then indeed, to tell 
you the truth as to that, we didn^t like the times, and 
didn^t 'think the government was using us by any 
manes weU, you see; and, wishing to have our liberty 
any way, we thought it best to get shut o* them alto- 
gether, and so with that wesailed away ftom Cork to New 
York, where we soon got work ; fi?r, being the whole of , 
us bred to the carpenter's business you see, we made 
money aisy enough, and so there we stopped, till fi>ur 
years ago, when we thought to better ourselves, and 
sailed in a ship to Bouusairis, where we got as much 
wcH'k as we plased, and more knoney than ever we ex-, 
pected, till at last thinking we could do better up the > ^ 
country, we left Bonusairis about two months back and 
stopped at Salta, where we had a great notion to fix 
ourselves to plaze one Doctor Redhead, who immadiate- 
ly indeed got us more work than we could do^ but larn* 
ihg that the governor of Chookysaeky was carrying on 
great building in that city, and that he would give any 
money for artisans sudi as the likes of us, we thought 
it a. fine time to see the country, and so we took to the 
post and come on, and here w||fp^ wid the blessin* 6* 
God ; and i«i*t it a rayeL|mrareiiowlo meet any body^ ^^ 
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i tx> apake with in these puts, where there's no under- 

standing one word people say ? I lamt, indeed, some* 
things of the Spanish in Bonusairis, but the devil o* one 
bit it*8 of use to me here, good, bad, or indifferent, for 
this bates all the languages I ever come across, so it does." 
'* Fray," said I, ^ what's yoar opinion of the country, 
and the people 7*'.--*^ Why, indeed, then, as. in regard to 
that, yon see yourself that it*s wild enough any way ; 
and as fi>r the roads in these parts, with their ups ind 
their downs 4nd their twists and their turns, they're 
every hair as crooked as the river of Kiloock ; but then* 
after all, there's no loant of any thing a-body might 
need to keep himself from starving, and If a man minds 
his business, and stays at home and looks'to himself, do 
yoa'see there's no fear but he may do wqII ; and, indeed, 
I dar'n't complain of the people, for though they're 
la2y enough, they're quiet, kindly eratures, and I never 
saw any harm io none of them, barring their language, 
which, as I said before, nobody can make head nor tail 
of but their ownseives, I suppose*, howsever, take it all 
iu all, a-body might go a dale farther and fare worse^ so 

^he might, and that's the truth, so it is, is'n't it now, 
Paddy?"—" Well then, indeed it is,'* replied Paddy 
Curry. 

" As you passed through Potosi," said I, you must 

. have heard that an English mining company was estab« 
lishing there; why didn't you enquire if there was work 
for y6u ?"—!•" Oh! I hard all about it, and indeed we in- 
tinded to stop there^ but just as we arrived at the post, 
this gentleman here," (pointing to a Frenchman who 
spoke a little English and a little Spanish, travelling in a 
mercantile capacity,) "was going to mount his mule at 
the doore, and seeing we were foreigners like himself, 
I suppose, he saluted us like, and so I took off my hat, 
and says I, * A fine day sir,' says I ; *■ Good-morrow to 

^* 



]4 TRAVELS IN PBEU. 

• 

yon, lir,' lajt be; * Good^morrow kindly, urt mjs 
* Wlio have you got there?' says Paddy Curry to me, 
says he; ^ Faith ! 1 don*t know,' says I; ' but. he's a 
ChriftiaD, any way,* fays I ; and wi' thtt we got 
all into conYersation like, and I axed him to step in 
and take a sup.- * Wid all my heart.' says he; *Coiiie 
along,' says I, and then it was he tould us he was goings 
en to Chookysaeky, and that he knew the road weU, 
and that it was a mighty fine place, and so we. thought 
it a good job to take on with this opportunity, so we did, 
fi>r wo said to ourselves, we might come back again to 
Potosi, aisy enough, if Chookysaeky didn't plase Qs, 
and that woultf be time enough to deliver the letters." 

'' What letters?" said I ''' Oh! haathing at all, in- 
deed, only a couple of letters of recommendation oon- 
carning myself in private;" and taking two letters out 
of his hat, my surprise may be imagined, when 1 add, 
that they proved to be directed to myself. ** I am the 
very person," said I, " that these letters are fori"— "Ah! 
then are you? well, think o^ that now! what crosses 
there are in this life! who'd a thought of meeting you 
so promiscuously in such a place as this, above all 
places in the world?" The letters were, one fVom a 
merchant at Buenos Ayres, the other from Doctor Red- 
head at Salta, recommending the travellers as good 
carpenters, and sober, industrious men: the latter gen- 
tleman mentioned, that Christopher Donooghoe had 
left with him for safe-keeping nearly i^ thousand dit^fatfs 
of his earnings. 

Whilst I was in the act of reading mj letters by the 
light of a candle stuck against the wall of my apartment, 
I was interrupted by being suddenly caressed' with all 
the enthusiasm of delight. On leaving Potosi, by some 
accident my dog Carlo missed following me ; but, for 
seeing him here, and having my apprehensions concern- 
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iiig him i«li«Ted, I was indebted to my iioneat oonntry* 
men. ^ We saw the crature standing his lone by him* 
seliv ^ tbe corner of the^big sqoare, aa we paised 
throogh Potoai^and we aU aaid to each other, well then 
isn't that for all the world like an English spaniel 7 and 
with that 'we whistled till Mm, and he fblleed us to the 
post house as kindly as if he knew Us all oar lives, and 
there didn't we gi^e him as good as we had ourselves ? 
fi>r the devil a one bit of a whole shoulder o* mutton 
that he didnH ate all his own self, and much good mtfy 
' it do him; and then he ibileed us a piece out of the town, 
and we thought it a pity to lave him, and so we flat- 
tered him on, and happy I am I brought him safe to 
your honor; didn't I carry him in my arms before me 
for as good as five lagues, till the mule fell — bad luck 
to herl coming down the big hilly and nearly did for us 
both as I thought: but that's nather here nor there now 
that you have him safe and sound, and glad I am of it, 
Indeed so I am." — *^ I am very much obliged to you , 
Mr. Donoughoe, and now I shall detain you no longer 
from your good cheer of potatoes, which I dare say 
you feel eager to attack ; good night."-—** Good night 
^o your honor." 

August lOtb. As I travelled with my own horses and 
peones, tJ was not at the mercy of those at the post 
house, by which means I was upon my journey long be- 
fore the travelling Hibernians were provided with 
mules. As I advanced, the country became more and 
more wooded, but I saw nothing that deserved the de« 
nomination of timber. We descended a very steep 
mountain for a distance of four miles into a narrow 
valley, through which runs the river Pilcomayo, the 
first tributary stream of the Rio de la Plata, which I 
here crossed, at not very much less, I should sup pose. 
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than two thoufand milei from the tpoath of that gigan- 
tic river. 

M. Humboldt gives the fi>liowiiig compariaoa of fome 
of the great rivers of the new world. ** The Amazonst 
3940 mileB in length; the MiasiaBippi, ascending to the 
Boaree of Missouri, 2445 miles. The Rio de la Plata, 
1590 miles.*' With all due submission to that great 
authority, is not this latter river considerably underrated? 
(presuming it is here meant to trace it to the source of 
the Pilcomaya) Its sinuosities are oertamly greater 
than those of the post road from Buenos Ayres to* 
Potosi, which can scarcely be estimated at less than 
16^0 miles ; to this add 200 miles, the distance from 
Buenos Ayres to the mouth of the river, thereby mak- 
lag the Rio de la Plata, supposing it to run as direct as 
the post road, more than 250 miles longer than Baron 
Humbiddt.considers it. On the other hand, if we trace 
it to the source of the Paraguay, it measures, ^ accord- 
ing to the best authorities, ^10 miles,"* thus exceed- 
ing by 620 miles the aforesaid measurement of Baron 
Humboldt. 

The scenery that surrounds the place where the 
Pilcomayo is usually crossed on the Potosi roads is mag- 
nificently grand. The valley through which the river 
runs, is first seen from the top of a stupendous moun- 
tain, over which the road is traced, and winds along its 
steep and wooded side to the base. A cluster of Indian 
huts may occasionally be seen-— 

" ImbosomM high upon the mountain's brow, 
Or nodding o'er the stream that glides below ;*' 

their peaceful and industrious inhabitants contributing 

* See Map of comparative lengths of tlie principal Rivers of the 
World. 
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firom their gardens to the plentiful supply of the mar- 
ket of Cfauqnisaca with barley, maize, fruit, vegetahlsB, 
and sundry other necessaries. The river spreads fh>in 
side to side of the valley in the rainy season, when it 
pours along with a prodigious violence, completely oh> 
stroefing the passage, but at the present period it is 
forded without any inconvenience. On arriving at the 
opposite bank, the.road winds up as steep a mountain as 
that we had jast descended,. and passes close by a qumta, 
which requires only the exercise of a little taste and in* 
genuity upon the grounds immediately about it,, to 
make it all that we can imagine of the r mantic and 
the beautiful as connected with a villa residence. 

A hde ckf about two hours through a very thinly in- 
habited country, with a fruitful, though for the most 
part an utterly neglected soil, brought us again in view 
of the ralley, which here takes a serpentine form« and 
displays at every bend of the stream all the various and 
most striking effects of Nature in her wildest mood. 

On ikpproaching Chuqui8aGa,the fir&t objects that meet 
tho view are the towers that rise from each angle of 
the cathedral, then the domes and steeples of numermis 
churches and convents, founded in the by-gone days of 
ecclesiastical domination. These convey to the mind 
of the stranger ideas of space and grandeur that vanish 
upon bis entrance into the town, which, however, pre* 
>ents an appearance of neatness, cheerfulness, and re< 
^ctability, surpassing any other upon the whole line of 
road from Buenos Ayreis to Lima, a distance exceeding 
a thousand leagues. 

Chuquisaca,' also called Plata, has till of late years 
been the residence of an archbishop, who lived here in 
splendour, and fared sumptuously every day; it was 
founded by one of Pizarro*8 officers, after his desolating 
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conquest of Peru, on the ruins of an ancient Indian 
town called in the Quichua language, Choque-Chaka^ or 
Bridge of Gold, from the treasures of the Ineas tliat 
are said to have constantly passed through it on their 
way to Cusco. It is ho^ the capital of the republic of 
Bolivia, and the archiepiscopal palace has become that 
of the president. 

I did not arrive unprovided with letters .of introduc- 
tion to residents in Chuquisaca, amongst whom the fol- 
lowing persons were of most consequence. 

Don CTuan Bemabe y Madero, minister of finance, a 
liberal-minded worthy man, a strong advocate for the 
encouragement of emigrants from Europe, particularly 
from Ireland. He was lodged in a very humble manner, 
according to European ideas of the dignity of a minister 
of state. The house in which he resided was indeed 
sufficiently spacious for any rank and pomp, but Don 
Juan occupied only two small rooms, out of the best of 
which he removed for the purpose of aocommodating 
me, which he did in the kindest manner, lending me a 
4able and chair, and making me in every respect as 
.comfortable as his scanty supply of furniture would ad- 
mit of: a negro slave slept upon a rug at his doop in 
the corridor, and tit his candle when he came home at 
night from the government house, where he Hved with 
the president, and where he held his office. Senor Ma- 
dero, who is an old Spaniard, had considerable property 
in those richly laden Spanish frigates, that were attack- 
ed by ESnglish cruisers on their passage to Cadiz in 
1803, and blown up with several miUions of ddlars; 
and as the British government, which I am inclined to 
think is not generally known, compensated all persons 
who had private property in those frigates, Senor Ma- 
^ dero received his share, from which act of justice he 
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lias formed the highest opinion of the honour and in- 
tegritj of the British nation. 

Don Jacondo Infante, a Spaniard by hirth, and origi- 
nally in the miHtary service of Spain, now a oolone)' in 
thie Colonduan army, and minister of the interior in 
this repoblic, a young man of undeniable talents and 
eoDsiderahle ability as a speaker in the congress, where 
he leads the ministerial -party. He received me with 
mnch civility, expressed strong hopes that our specula* 
tion would prove successful, and offered his services in 
whatever way they might be thought useful. 

Don f ranoisco Medeiros, minister of the supreme 
court of justice, a generous and liberal-minded man. 

The Reverend Don Julian Joa6 de Urreta, peniten- 
tiaripf and canon of the cathedral, another liberal-mind- 
ed, friendly, good fellow; in personal appearance 
precisely Don Quixote, and possessing all his good 
qualities. 

Don Nicolas Leon, deacon of the cathedral, who 
obligingly showed me the curiosities, and all that re- 
mamed of the immense riches in plate and jewels, 
which, before the revolution, were possessed by the 
cathedral of Chuquisaca. 

Seflora Dona Petrona Canete, a lady of good family 
and once of wealth, who sent her servant to receive my . 
linen for washing, and, if requisite, para componerla (to 
repfir it) : a little act, independently of its convenience, ' 
sufficient to prove her wish to oblige a stranger. 

Don Marcelino Antonio Peiiaranda, advocate of the 
supreme court of justice, whose character gave me cause 
to regret that I had not an opportunity of making his 
acquaintance. 

Don Jos^ Frias, a merchant, of one of the most ex- 
tensive and respectable firms in South America, who, 
upon my presenting my letter of introduction,* received 
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me Hke a InroUier. A place was aaaigii^ to me at tte 
head of his table with unoeremonioas ho^itality ; my 
peones, honei, and males, were equally well disposed of 
in his large establishment I can never think of the 
kindness I eiperienced firom Don Pep^, (the fimiiliar 
term for Joseph,) -without the wannest sentiments of 
friendship towards him. This kindness was doubly mr 
portant in a town where no hotel, no house of public 
accommodation of any kind, is to be feund^-a proof of 
the slight intoroeurse of strangers, who, when any hap- 
pen to arrive, are generally furnished 'with a letter of in- 
troduction, which obtains for them a comer where to 
spread their saddle cloths, as I hetate had occasion to 
mention, and an invitation to the family table to partake 
of the 8opa and pochera. 

When I called at the palace to wait upon tbe presx- 
dent, I was not a litde surprised at seeing in the apart* 
ments many luxurious articles of furniture, the manu- 
focture of London and Paris ; the wails also were hung 
with a provision of French prints from MarmontePs 
story of the Incas of Peru, and from Chateaubriand^s 
favourite little tale of Atala, with sundry portraite <^ 
Bonaparte's distinguished generals. Sucre received me 
in a very friendly manner. I informed him of the pro> 
t^t of our chief commissioner's draft, and with deep 
morti^cation admitted the discredit into which it had 
thrown us, but expressed my belief that all just claims 
would be speedily satisfied. Sucre Remarked, that it ap- 
peared a strange proceeding, for a cmnpania de corner^ 
eiantes de la Oran Britania to send so large an esta- 
blishment into a foreign country, so far from home,'upon 
so expensive a speculation as .that of mining, not only 
without fimdff and without any arrangement to obtain 
them, but apparently without even any intention of sup- 
plying them. ^ I know not,*' continued he, good-hu- 




TJu.yjBL8 nr pxru. SI 

raofuredfy, ^ on which tide foUy is most gfaoring, or 
which party is most to blame,— -whether those who 
raided and despatched this ezpeditioa without money, or 
those who embarked m it, and left their homes without 
oaDsidering how they were to be supported, mueh less 
how th^ were to carry their gigantic plans into effect I 
Lo» 8enor€9 higkte$ must have been reading the history 
of £1 Dorado with a little more credulity than it de* 
serves, if they imagined that the precious metals w«re 
to be obtained without labour and expense ; for, although 
it is true that they abound in this country,- they cannot 
be had fiir nothings any more than the materiais of 
wfaicfa we build our houses.*' 

Thinks I to myself^ (and it was the first time the 
thoughtstruck me) the president is right ; for even the 
stones with which streets are -paved, I take it, are not 
obtained without . labour, and labour requires money. 
What a happy dreumstance would it have been for 
many persons, had some really clever fellow exfdained 
^tda Httle matt^ to the directors of the Potosi, La Paz, 
and Peruvian Mining Association ! 

My conversation with the president ended by his giv- 
ing me Bvery encouragement to ^ow up the specula- 
tion, which he had been le4 to understand must, under 
{needier management, prove successfiil ; but, on assuring 
me of every protection in his power, he candidly ob- 
served, that vrith respect to protested bills, or daims 
such as Don Felix Castro was about to make, the laws 
were already estaUi^ed and the executive could not 
interfere, but that there was no reason to doubt the im* 
partial distribution of justice, which the president 
presumed was all I required. I thought the pre- 
sumption reasonable enoim^h, but somehow or other, in 
my zeal, I expected ffiore than justice on my side, for I 

▼OL. IT. 3 
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oonsidered it very hard indeed that Don Felix Castro 
■hould make a piece of work about a. few thoofeand doi* 
lara, which he had advanced on the credit of a company 
of gentlemen^ who had aet forth to the World in the 
proepectuB of their association, that they had a capitaJ 
of ** One miUum paunda Btvrling^^ with a olaiise that 
** it might be incretMed if deemed advisable." This, I 
imagined, ought to satisfy any reasonable person ; but 
there are some persons nevw satisfied, and Don Felix 
Castro may be one of these ; he seems not to care ono 
ftrthing about our printed milHon^ alChongh it is men- 
tioned in three difierent places In our. prospectus: what 
he wants and insists upon, is his 01011 hard cash back 
lagam— -fue verguenxa I (what a shame !) 

The President Sucre is in appearance about thirty- 
eight years of age, tall and thin, with mild prepossessing 
manner an^ diffident address; he is a man. of tal^t, 
liked by a|F who desire the goodof the country, and, in 
the existing state of things, he is certainly the- best 
choice that could have been made to fill the arduous, 
trouUesome, and . thankless office of supreme chief of 
the new republic of Bolivia* Sucre kti^ps up no state- 
beyond a good table ; I have seen him walk in^ uninvit* 
ed, to the evening tertviiat without the least ceremony, 
and join in all the little trifling of familiar conversadon, 
without restraint upon himself or imposing it upon 
others. He is very desirous of a^cqwiring the English 
language, and Colonel 0*Conor, who has been his fiiend- 
ly instructer, told me that his progress was exceedingly 
quick, and that it was his maxim never to give up a 
point or pass over a sentence until he thoroughly m^le^- 
stood it. 

Having just mentioned the name of a very] distin* 
guished officer in the patriot service of South Americar^ 
one who, in her great cause, has feught through the 
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** wv of death,**** from its siiiguiiary oommeiioemeiit 
to its triiimi»tiant dose ; who, by his Tdbor and alMltties 
as a soldier, has reaped un^uling honours, and by his 
conduct and acquirements as a gentleman has gained mii- 
venal esteem : it is with a degree of pride and satisi&o- 
tion that I here mentioa that person as my most intimate 
friend. We are told fivnr high authority — sacred autho- 
rity, I fadieve-— that ** all men are naturally deceitfol.** 
Coming from such a source I dare not contradict the 
hmniliatmg censure, but I do not apprehend that the 
** Accusing Spirit** will record' as a crime my asserting, 
that all those virtues which usually distinguish sincerity 
and uporightness of mind are conspicuously marked' in 
the hie and conduct of Cokmel Frands BnrdettO*Conor. 
In visiting the churches and convents of this dty, I 
saw, amongst several neglected paintings, some few fine 
ones that had been introduced from Spain ,and Italy by 
the Jesuits. I procured a Magdalene, painted upon 
panel, of the -school of Pietro Perugino, or Andrea del 
Sarto^ Be it which it ^uiy, or be it neither, a more 
sw«et and pladd countenance never was designed with 
greater truth in giving ezpresdoo to the saintly mind. 
The beholder feels assured— 



It 



That God and goodness is her meditation,' * 



Neither did a prettier foot ever grace a lovely female 
£>rm, than that which the painter has represented here, 
in the ftdl perfection of his enchanting art; 

I aUo procured a set of paintings on religious subjects 
by the Indians of Cusco, who are celebrated for their in- 
gmiuity in painting. They imitate the 6nest ooUmring, 
particularly of the flesh, with wonderflil exactness ; but, 
considering they Jiave had no schod nor competent in- 

* Ouej;ra de muertewza the term by which one sanguinarr pe-* 
riod of the revolvti<Huuy war wardesignated. 
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. ttruction, it cannot sarprise that tifeir fkoes, though 
generally very pretty, are always without character or 
expression. In their drapery, they exercise their own 
fancy, which they imogine (and no doubt it suits the 
taste of their customers) is the more to be admired the 
more costly the performance; and under this impres- 
sion^ we find the robes of the* Virgin, of Joseph, and of 
all fiivourite saints, profusely covered with shining gold 
and silver, so ekd>orately executed, as to be capable of 
exciting the envy of the most ingenious Chinese that 
ever painted the full-dress robe of a mandarin. 

The Indians of Cusco are likewise fiuned for making 
(of alabaster, I believe) little figures and dolls of great 
beauty, very superior to any articles of the kind made 
in Europe. These meet, or rather used to meet, with a 
ready sale for churches, chapels, eonvents, and for oma- 
ments of apavttnents in the houses of rich and poor ; but 
the trade, including that of bulls, rosaries, and cruci- 
fixes, is now evidently on the decline. I offered, how* 
ever, eighty dollars to a person, to whom eighty dollars 
were an object of consideration, for <me of those dolls of 
Ousco, but' I doubt if I could have prevailed upon the 
owner to part with it for thrice the snm, not cm account 
of its intrinsic value, though that was something, but on 
account of its sacred consequence as the ** household 
Crod." It represented the infant Saviour naked, sitting 
in the lap' of another doll, representing the virgin Mo- 
ther ; the hair, of the head and eyebrows were formed of 
native capillary silver, and the nails of the fingers and 
toes were represented in gold. 

I visited the very handsome hall of-the congress dur- 
ing the sitting of the deputies, and heard in the noble 
Castilian tongue several flights of eloquence om the new 
and in^rtant subject of civil and religious liberty, 
which was discussed with great liberality, even by many 
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of the clergy. The euttom of remiiintng Mated during' 
A^lfae whole vi the debate, even while apeakiiig, has a pe- 
culiavlj awkward appearance, aUd the constaixt practice 
of spitting is a breach of decorum which no English- 
man can patiently witness. 

The ladies of Chnquisaca are eelelnrated for their afik- 
hUity to strangers; that they are desenredly so,- 1 had 
sondry oppOTtnnities of knowing, during my agreeable 
residence among them* Their dispdaitions, like those of 
the South American laiyes in geneod, have been justly 
defined as being a happy miedium between French viva- 
city and English resezve. Their fiices are handsome and 
tfainr figures good: their carriage, like ''Spain's dark« 
glancing daughters*' firom whom they desooid, is easy, 
genteel, and gteceful, without any of that air maniSri^ 
so much studied by the French ladies, or any of that 
toan/ of air and grace so oonspionoos in our own. 

In the evening, many **black.eyed maids'* may be y- 

seen displaying their neatly-tamed ankles on the prome- 
nade, where, in brilliancy of eosiume^ they resemble the 
fiushionables of the Tuileries, whose dress is now be- 
ginning to he generally worn, and its periodical changes 
regularly received fix>m Buenos Ayres, where many 
French mafchanda de modei have flourishing establish- 
ments. At church, or in religious processions, that be- 
coming Spanish dress, the basqmna^ is still continued, 
and the fim, a plaything very adroitly used and kept in 
perpetual rooticm, is a never-fiuling accompaniment 

.A^r the jvomenade, teriidiat take place, to which 
strangers may go uninvited, assured of a cordial reoep- 
tion. The conversation will be fi>und quite as 9pirituel, 
and to the full as profound, as conyersations generally 
are at any' other routs or assemblies, not excepting even 
those of the highest circlei in the Inost enlightened caju- 
tals of Europe. I entertain no apprehension of this be- 

3* 
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ing ooQsidered exe^Hve praiie; for Itfhai is there to 
proifle in the general converaatton of any of our fi«h- 
ionahle parties 7 

But, although I consider the conversation in Sooth 
American iertuliaB as lively and interesting as generaf 
conyersatian in Buropean assemblies, I by no means 
overlook the sterling merits of my &ir oountrywomeB* 
whose superior mental accomplishments, and, take them 
all In all, their superior personal charms, place them,he. 
yond all comperisonin the universe, {Nre-eminent. 

The free and courteous manners of the Soutii Ameri- 
can ladies have induced some travellers hastily to ccow 
elude that these are open invitations to flirtation and un. 
ceremonious' familiarity ; but it is well known how prone 
men are to interpret as advances to themselves the 
lightest unguarded expression or incautious action of a 
female^ although, at the time, her every inward thought 
may be pure as the snowy fleece from heaven. I am 
bound in candour to say thus much, because I myself 
have sometimes presumed tQ think' a lady's oondesoen- 
sion love, and have kissed with impassioned delight the 
friendly proffered hand of her who would never eaStt 
me to touch her lips. I do not, however, mean to hold 
the shield o£ purity over the whole of South America, or 
to maintain that her daughters difl^ friun those of pther 
climes. ■ ^ ■ 

The morning costume of the South American ladies, 
when at home, generally speaking, is precisely that 
worn in Spain; (perhaps I might add in France and the 
whole continent,) a slovenly dishabille on aelattern per- 
son, which to an Englishman ^ altogether revolting; he 
cannot reconcile himself, when on a monung visit, to 
meeting in the saloon a party of ladies, no lAattiA how 
handsome, with hair tDssed aiid tumbled, or stuck found 
with a cbevaux-de-frixe of papiUotUs. If &is eyes bash- 
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fuiiy sink firom the view, they are met at the other ez* 
tremity by old shoes worn into shabby slippers, down at 
heel, and exposing manifold wrinkles in the neglected 
fltoekings. If the shawl, long discarded from omameB- 
tal dress, and now serving only as a morning wrapper, 
haf^ns to escape the grasp with which it is held in 
fi-ODt by fingers sometimes tipped with ebony, or should 
slip accidentally from the shoulders, the absence of stays ' 
betrays the loose and defenceless state of the person, 
' and perchance exposes the necessity of a change of 
linen. Huddled in a comer of an udfiimished apart- 
ment, and sitting somewhat in the eastern style on small 
square rugs eptesA on the ground, or upon a kind of 
stage raised a few ^ches above it, they pass the live-long 
day generally without any occupation, though needle- 
work in some places is carried to perfection, but **■ that 
sweetest pf all human enjoyments," books, is never seen*. 
This state o£ slovenlii^ess,' indolence, and enntii^' lasts 
till evening, when a stranger is astonished at the meta- 
morphosis whidi takes place ; not more surprising is the 

. traiks^trmation of the chrysalis from its torpi4t unsightly 
state, to that of the gay butterfly sporting in the air,* 
"> rivalling the flight of birds and the brilliancy of the 
peacock.'* Both young and old then sally forth in cos. 
tume elegant and becoming, sometimes too plus eleganit 
que modiste — then indeed is -every stocking braced up 

^-with scrupulous tightness for the public promenade, 
-where many an admiring eye is attracted to the taper 
limb, that displays itself with so much grace in that 
** stately elegance jof walk" fer which the whole race of 
Spanish ladies are unrivalled. 

How delighting and delightful It i^ to observe one of 
these lovely'creatures, pacing in triumphant majestjron 
the promenade, particularly when attired in the silken 
heisquina y maniiUaj which at every gesture exhibits 



26 TRAVSL8 IK PERI7. 

the line of beaatj in pleaslnfr and palpable symmetiy. 
Then, again, those charming little pedestals, the ieet ! 
We need not, if we coald^ describe the interest and in- 
telligenoe that reside in a pretty foot It is full of 
sense and meaning, and speaks unutterable things. 

Before I left Chuquisaca, I had the pleasure of learn* 
ing from my friend Colonel 0*Conor, that he had ob- 
tained employment at higlf wages for Christopher 
Donoaghoej Owen Flaherty, and Paddy Curry, whom, 
he engaged to assist in the busy work* of converting a 
spacious oonveiit into a college of arts and sciences, 
which, when complMe, will perhaps 'be considered the 
fkirest monument that could' have been erected to- re- 
6ord the liberality and good judgment of the first fMe 
government that, has ruled this country. 

There iis already a cdlege at Chuquisaca, of which 
the principal is a dignitary of the cathedral, Don 
Manuel Martin de la Santa Oruz, a man of acknowledge 
ed abilities aa a scholar ; and perhaps it is of greater 
importance to the rising genieration under his tuition 
that he is also a man of tolerant principles, and an encou- 
*rager of liberal ideas, whidh seems to promise that the 
genius and talent of yduth will be turned to a better ac- 
count than when confined, as heretofore, within the 
narrow limits of a monastic education. 

The ministers of religion, who have- hitherto ruled 
with an uncontrollable authority, have In part volunta- 
rily renounced and in part been very unceremoniously 
stripped of the power which, as a body, they so unbe- 
comingly usurped, and in many instances so dtsadvan- 
tageously exercised in all the excess of austerity and 
rigour^ Their capricious tyranny has ended with that 
of the government which suppisrted it 
• To deny that abuses still exist would, be to deny the 
darknessof night; but the fenaticism of religion has assur- 
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ediy ceased to Have either domiQioii or supporf . The cler* 
gy are no where considered, as certain declaimers in 
their zeal have imagined them to bOy haughty, inexorable 
despots. They are received in society, as they are 
justly entitled to be, ^ with all gladness'^ as compa- 
nions, and are every where respected as friends ** wor- 
thy of double honours." Friendly, indeed, I have ever 
found thera in this and every other country in which I 
have traveled where their influefioe extends, and Eng- 
lishmen of evdry denomination must in gratitude ac- 
knowledge as much: they must own also, after a little 
travelling and mixing with fbreign society, that our 
; own prejudices, whether as a nation or a sect, soon ap- 

I pear to us as unworthy, inveterate, and unjust, as those 

of any other under the sun ; they wOl admit that no set 
of men in their private character have been so inju- 
rioQsIy aspersed by the cankered tongue of slander as 
I ^ the Roman Catholic priesthood, among whom are to be 
I found as many and as bMght examples of piety, benevo- 

lence, and all goodness, as in any other^dass vof the 
community. And with reference to past ages, we may 
nune characters to equal, no ddubt, but certainly not 
I to surpass, those of Las Cosas, Francis de Sales, Fene- 

km, Hassilloo, Bossuet, and a host of others equally 
eminent and revered, who adprne4 their own times, 
and live in the admiration of the present. But, in spite 
of all the abuses that exist in the moral,, religious, and 
political state of this hemisphere — and in what country 
do abuses noi exist ?— in spite of all the clouds of dark- 
I ness that remain and may continue to linger on this ho- 

rizon, yet through them may be seen in the distance, 
what never appeared before, a perspective of improve- 
ment, of lib^sral fooling, of happiness, and (according to 
the destinies of nations) of awaiting glory ; these, the 
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legitimate offiiprin^'of freedcrm, thoagh yet but jovtag, 
canaot fiul to gnm with the growth of the parent. 
Liberty, deplorably violated as her sacred chtffacter hii» 
been, has nevertholees infused a spirit into all the insti- 
tatioBs of the country, the benefits of which are already 
felt ; but the greatest of all benefits immediately arising 
from Spanish emancipation, and that from which every 
other improvement imut follow, is the diffusion of 
knowledge by means of public instruction. 

19th. Left Ghuqniaaca, well pleased with my visit, 
and with every person in public* and private life with 
whom I had had communication. On the-^lst I arriv- 
ed at Potoei, where I was particularly struck with the 
luxury of enjoying in quiet the individual possession of 
my. bed-^« circumstance really too important to be 
passed over without apprising future travellers of the 
comfort that awaits them here, aHer a visit to the gay 
little city of Chuquisaca ; and,. if they happen to be in 
•that state of lift called *^ bachelorship,** they cannot 
fail, from th% moment th^ candle is extinguished, on 
stepping into bed at Potosi, to congratulate themselves 
on the enviable lot of *^ single blessedness.*' Know, 
then, that the delightful climate of Chuquisaca attracts, 
not only all the fashkraables of the republic of Bolivia 
to reside in the C4j>ital, but it also encourages to a de- 
gree of intolerable excess the bre^d of — ^fleas. These 
tormentors infest every house in Chuquisaca, and per- 
sons unaccustomed to them need not think of going to 
bed ifrepose.be the object. In Potosi, the temperature 
is un&vourafade to insects and reptiles of every sort, 
save and except one particular kind, agalntt which 
common cleanliness is a sufficient guard, but for which 
the Indians have a most extraordinary teste, as they 
actually dispose of them as monkeys do when they 
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c«t£h them on ezaipining each other. I have frequent^ 
ly heard the PotoBinoe ropiark, that when they went 
for any short time to Choqulsacay they never enjoyed 
deep nntil their return home, a remark which I have 
recently had an opportunity of knowingf to be etrietly 
trae. 

* September 3d. I have this day received a despatch 
£rom oar directom in London; the contents of which 
forcibly^ remind me of the- sajringr of the. sage: ^ A house 
divided against itself must fall !" 
The subject was as fellows : — 

' ** A ^fkrence has arisen between the three directors 
who signed the charts c^ the ship Potosi and the other 
directors. The former call upon the latter to indem- 
nify them al^ainst any consequences under their liabSity 
«s charterers ; which the other directors decline doing, 
until the former have paid up the sail upon all their re- 
served shares, pursuant' to a resolution of a board : this 
the charterers' have thought proper not to accede to, and 
have intimated their intention to send out powers to 
seize liie cargo of the ship, as- the surest mode of pro- 
tecting their own interests." 

This communication appeared to me to be enveloped 
in a prodigious ded of mystery. The directors desire, > 
that ** the disclosure be considered as made in strict can' 
y!deiice,**.and confess that they **folt a hesitation" in 
making it, until they recollected that our chief commis- 
noner was also president of the association. 

I have puzzled myself to discover why it was wished 
to keep secret from the shareholders a subject of so 
much importance, and have at length concluded, that the 
concealment must be grounded upon that innate mo- 
desty which blushes with painful sensibility at the ex- 
posure of its meritorious deeds. The directors likewise 
^te, that they ^feel well assured that every effort will 
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I 
he «zerted by tw to rriieve them from thfiir anxious situ- 

ation of difficulty and erabarrasgment.** This aammnoe 

was no more than a feeling of justice due to themselves 

and to us, and emanated, no doubt, from a well-known 

precept, which interdicts eyery sentiment of sdfishnessy 

and inculcates none other than the pure principles of 

truth, honour, and integrity : it is simply this—** Do 

unto others as thou w<)uld6t,.&c/' Under this impres. 

sion, ^ every effort" on our part BhaU be exerted, and km 

also have a right to expeet^ although we may not feei 

well uspirtd^ that every effort tpiU be exerted on the part 

of the directors to relieve tM, and all their other servants, 

from an anxiouM eiiuation of difficulty and en^Tra$9A 

ment, 

I forwarded the despatch to our chief commissioner, 

brooded for an hour and a half over our misfortune, and 

then — ^ AmblJ with mdancholy I" 



CHAPTBaill. 

Peruvian Indians — S>iU subject to ill treatoient— Patient and tracts 
able under kind usage — Summary proceeding of a self-consti- 
tuted judge. 

The primitive inhabitants of South America, *^ impro,. 
perly called Indians," are of a tawny colour, inclining 
to red of different shades of brightness; the differ^ce 
in the shades, arising probably, iii a great degree, from 
the varying temperature of the climate of the country 
which they inhabit, from the intense h^t of ^e torrid 
zone to the cold of the vicinage of snow. But in order 
to present an exact idea of the primitive Americans, al- 
most as many descriptions are requisite as there are na- 
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tioiw or tribei; ]re(,u id Ennqw, all natioiu, notwith- 
■tandkig dutinct luigiufm, mumen, and ciutam*, have 
somewhat in common, » do all the AmerioBna present 
festnre* of reaomblBnce and a nmilu' baae of character.* 

The Pemvian Indiuu are ■ stroDg, bealthj race, and 
generall; Unrioiu, for ever; kind of taboni ia perfiwm. 
ed hj tlwin. In Potou, however, the minera, all In- 
diana, have acquired a. chuTacter for habits of idleneae 
and a pr<^>^isity to da&aad their employers, which it 
moat be admitted ia not altogether without (bondation, 
Ibongh I think the canaeB of the evils complained of 
may be traced to harsh treatment, or to Dnwirruitable 
ezactioiu of some sort, aggreeuon being as firequent on 
one aide as delinquency on the other. 

HioaeiriiahBTe be«n so long occiutomed to tre^ this 
t>p[a«8aed people as slaves, and have been taogfat to con. 
es^er them below the scale of humanity, do not on all 
occasi<»s recollect, that the severe struggle they have so 
Bocaeesfullj austuned, in shaking off a galling yoke 
firom their own necks, has aliM relieved the Indiana 
&oia thdrs, and that, in the eye of the newly-estaUish- 
ed laws, for which both classes have equally shed their 
blood, Ibey are now, for the first time, on an equality. 
The knowledge of these latta has not yet thoroughly 
Bubdoed old prejudices, and therefore the poor Indians 
are occasionally exposed to the haughtiness, tyranny, 
and injustice of ungrociolU masters. 

1 know from eiperience, that by proper management, 
their &ulta and the disadvantages arising from them 
may be guarded against, and in a great degree correct- 
ed. A woon, or if it be Ihonght more applicable, the 
adder, will turn when trod upon, and will then resent 
the iiunry : so has it been with these Indians belore 
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now ; but, with kind va»ge, fiiir remuneration for their 
services, and an impartial conduct towards themr they 
ar^ perfectly tractable, and become good, fiuthful, and 
willing servants. Ihiring my residence at Poton, I 
have had occasion to employ many Indians, as well mi- 
ners as those of other trades and occupations ; there is 
no want of- hands, as it has been generally supposed, 
and I cannot say that I have any cause of complaint 
against them; they performed the work for which they 
were engaged to the best of their abilitieB, and at the 
completion of it I paid them their hire. Sunday, after 
the hour of terly mass, is the customary time of pay- 
ing the miners, and all persons employed in the ingC' 
niot; this practice I did not adhere to, having preferred 
settling all such matters, so far as I had control, on 
Saturday evening. 

At the appointed hour they assembled in the court 
before my office, accompanied sometimes by their 
wives and children, and if I happened to be engaged in 
any business, (despatching the couriers, for instance, 
when in the absence or illness of my companions I 
have been employed many hours of the day ** writing 
against time,**) these people would remain, without 
evincing the stightest impatience, and never approach to 
ask to be settled with, till called by name as they stood 
upon the list of the major-domo. They always express- 
ed their thanks when they received their wages, upon 
which subject we never had the most trifling misunder- 
standing, and only once upon another, namely, upon the 
subject of a pick-axe that had been stolen out of our in- 
geQio. It was worth fifteen shiHings at Potosi, and 
might have been worth five in England; but the exam- 
ple, not the vahie, determined me upon giving a colour 
of infinite importance to the case. After the depred«P 
tion had been made known to me, and when the work- 
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taen had uieiiililed to reoeife their wvek's wages, two 
shillings fer dHnm each man, I called them all into my 
<iffioe, merely for the take of ezfaibitiiig myself in the 
highest possible degree of dignity (a clerk never looks 
ao dignified as behind his own eoonter) and whilst they 
stood tike colprits in horaility before me with thiur hats 
<^ I sat proudly elevated npon my judgment-seat with 
my hat on, and in my hand a pen, just emblem of my 
office, it is tme, but at the same time calculated to con- 
vey terror to the mind of the thie^ who knew that, if 
detected, i should instantly employ it in an application 
to the alcalde for the infliction of fine and imprison* 
ment When I had fixed the attention of the party, I 
commenced the dread inquisition. Alas i many of their 
fore&thers, for crimes of -as tittle note, or even the bare 
suspicion of them, had been condemned by a more hor- 
rible inquisition, and before judges less disposed to ren- 
cter justice and mercy than their present one, although 
it will appear that even he was obdurately relentless. I 
put the question — ^ Who stole my pick«axe ?"— dead si- 
lence; each looked at each, and all looked at me. 
" Who stole my pick-axe, I say ?" •* Q^im tcAe ?" said 
a low Foice in the crowd. ** fVho knawt ?" said I, *♦ why 
some of you know, and I, too, must know, before I pay 
you one rial of your wages." I then proceeded to ques- 
ticm each individual by name. 

"Gregqrio Medrano, did you steal the pick-axe?"-^ 
« No, SWior," 

** Marcelino GuayUa, did you ?"— " Yo ! no^ SWUr." 
"• Befnandino 9f urquete, did you steal the pick-axe ?'* 

**" Nepomuceno Mamani, did you ?"-—*« N^ Senary 
" Casimiro (Giambi, 4tid you ?"— « Ab, &f»of ." And so 
on throagh the whole Ust, with the same profitless result 
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The Indiaos, like the lower claM of Irish, presenre in- 
violable ■ecrecjr respecting their own oonoems; an in- 
former is looked upon as a wretch unworthy, to live 
among honttt men^ or if* permitted to live is loathed as a 
, demon. Assured, therefore, that I should nerer succeed 
in detecting the actual thie^ although we all well knew 
he was cxie of the party present, I proceeded to judgment 
upon all of them. ** Know then, hermanoB ottos, (dear 
brothers) that my sentence is Mis, that the major dome 
do now, immediately, and on the spot, put into his hat 
as many grains of mail as there are of you here present; 
that those grains shall be all white, save one, which shall 
be black ; and he who draws that blaok grain shall pay 
for a new pickaxe." Here consternation became genera 
and evident, bat, from the natural darkness of the Indian 
complexion, it was impossible to discover the delinquent 
from any change produced on his countenance by the in- 
ward workings of his mind. " Now, seiior major-donus 
shake your hat well — shake it! I say, that no suspipion 
of partiality may be entertained. Let each man in suc- 
cession now put his hand in and take one grain of mais, 
then withdraw it, taking care to keep his hand shut, and 
not to open it until ordered so to do." This being done, 
they all stood before me with their right arms stretched 
out at full length, and the hand firmly dosed. ^ Now 
for the detection of the thief! — Open!--42u£ es ess? 
(What is all this?) Major-domo! what is the reason of 
this ?** said I, for to my astonishment every hand wais 
empty! **I reaHy don*t know, sir, they must have 
drawn the grains and swallowed them, for not a single 
one remains in my hat!" said the major-domo,Jurning 
his hat mouth downwards to prove that nothing was 
th^e. Amazement was at its height ; it was evidently a 
CMC of hruxeria (witchcraft) mtra ^tie dtnwnMl (tho 
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k in the difle.) Jmiiiiuuto fiamfaniio ol m f f d 
that it WW the miraenloii* interftreDce of SvmtDnuM,* 
to pmw that these ww no thief •maog them. But, not- 
withfltendinf my surpriae and oonfoaiaDv J determiiied 
tiiet the nint should not keep my pickaxe without paying 
for it I deaired the major*domo to gife.me hia hat, 
upon enmining whieh, the hnuuria waa ez^ained. In 
obeying my order to ** ahake the hat well,'* e^ery grain 
c^maite abaconded thiodgh a rent in the crown, and the 
floor being covered with thick atraw matting« they fell 
upon it imheard. We therefore proceeded with more 
caadon to a second drawing, when the black bean appear- 
ed, on the show of hands, in that of Basil Calamayo, from 
whose wages I directed the major-domo to purchase the 
best pickaxe that could be had in Potosi. fVom that 
hour I never hevd of any pilfering in either mines or 
ingfenio. 



CHAPTER in. 

Journey to Oraro— The Devil and Saint AnUiooy-^Deaolationi of 
civil war—" AD for tiie best"— dHail storm— Ancient structures 
of the Indians — Ruins of towns and Villages — Reiiectioos on the 
conquest of Peru — A nocturnal Journey— Misery— Oruro — Its 
former wealth. 

September 9th. By the arrival of a person from Oruro, 
I was informed that our agent in that town, to whom I 
had sent the late packet from the directors, to be for- 
warded thence to General Paroissien, had been absent for' 
some time, and that his^ return was uncertain. As it was 
of the utmost importance that no d^y should attend the 

* According to some, the patron of robbers. 

4* 
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delivery of that packet to our chief comminioner, I ea^ 
deavoured to procure a propio (special meeMiiger), but 
this being a stormy, inclement season of the year, I was 
unable to do so under the sum of two hundred and fifty 
dollars, which in the existing slate of our afhirs I was 
unwilling,and indeed unable, to disburse. Independently 
of tliis drcumstance, I held it to be a good maxim, never 
to do that by another which I could do myself. More- 
over, I was determined that the directors should not be 
deceived in their expectation, that every effort wndd be 
exerted in their cause. I therefore left Mr. Scriviner in. 
charge of our concerns, and, mounting my sturdy 7V»r- 
tuga^ acQompanied by my serrant on. el Cura de 3\ie«- 
man, and a peon upon Marqueea^ a good old mule, with 
alfofjae containing bread and cheese, and ehifles 611ed 
with aguardietUei I left Potosi in the afternoon, on the 
journey to Oruro, about two hundred miles distant, 
which in this country is thought as little of as a ride 
from £!dmjonton to Ware. 

About a leagrue and a half from Potosi is a very nar- 
row pass,, called the piurio; the solid rocks rising ab- 
ruptly on each side to the height of between two and 
three hundred feet, and in some places inclining so as 
nearly to touch at the top. The converters to Chris- 
tianity have induced the Indians to believe that this ex- 
traordinary fissure was occasipned by the devil in a con- 
test with Saint Anthony,, who,, of course, vanquished the 
fcMTiner ; but the pleasantry of the tale is ill accusing the 
^ fidlen angel" of a breach of decorum, startling to the 
Indians themselves even in their unpolished state of so- 
oiety. The arch fiend,^ say the monks^ vexed at finding 
himself outwitted by the saint,, and, when retiring dis- 
comfited horn his presence, slapped his hand indeco- 
rously, and gave vent to his rage with so much violence,, 
as to rend the surrounding mountains and fiicm the exist- 
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mg chasm ! To record this event, the image of the o£ 
fended Anthony is pUoed in a niche in the rock on one 
side of the road, where none pass it without a becoming 
reverence, and doubtless a due feeling of indignation at 
the uncourteous insult, for which the downcast look of 
homiliQrin the countenance of the saint plainly evinces 
iijs shame even to this day. Such are the legends of re- 
ligionists, who at one time held the sway over these 
people and over all the civilised world! 

I had imagined that, in the distance I had already tra- 
veiled- in Pern, I must have seen every description and 
shape of rock and mountain in existence; but, as I jour- 
neyed ODf the new and extraordinary scenery that' dis- 
played itself at every turn, reminded me that the variety 
of nature's marvellous works is endless, and the fund of 
her invention inexhaustible. On this day's journey, of 
ten leagues, to the romantically situated Indian village of 
Yocalla, I saw rocks and mountains of more curious ap- 
pearance and of more fantastic form than any I had yet 
observed. Upon the sides of some of the mountains 
were the remains of walls, built in regular stages round 
them from their base to their summits, forming terraces 
on which, or between which, the Indians in days of yore 
cultivated their crops; but where these signs of former 
population and industry are to be seen, aU is now deso^ 
latCy and no human habitation exists in their neighbour, 
hood. 

lOth. On the plains and in the valleys I saw immense 
flocks of lamas with their young : these animals as you pass 
near them, face towards you, raise their stately necks, point 
their ears, and examine you with their fine large eyes in 
a most inquisitive manner ; but if you approach them 
they retreat, the suddexi movement cf one setting the 
whole flock in motion, as is usual with sheep. I also 
saw vicunas and guanacos^ (a variety of the lama, ap- 
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pfoaching to ths deer,) in g^eilsr nnmben than hetcto- 
foni ; the nild ihrill blaot or tmighittg of tbeaa hutdwuiie 
■" ■■"■'■! wbea thej perceiTe >. itnnjiet, hai ■ pecnlUrlj 
■tiikinjf effbct in tbein rut regiooi of lolituda' ind 
olence. During the whole of thia day '■ jonmej, which, 
from the time it occnpied, could not be leu tlua forty- 
Gts miles, I did not meet nith ■ lingte humin being, but 
occMionall; I saw to the rig-hl and left of my road mutj 
deaerted dweUings of Indiuu. The ride' was extiemely 
weariaome, owing to the continual aacent and deacoit of 
rufged monntaipa, and where I alopped lot the night, 
whioh let in tott eold, I cooaiderad myaelf tbitonale in 
finding s cover from the weather in the hut of ft ftmil; 
of Indiana, who had recentlj returned to their ruined 
village, and were now actuallj its onlj inhabitants. 

LagoniUaa, situated in a valley undei rocky moun- 
t&ius of colossal magnitude, was lately a village of suffi- 
cient cMuideratioD to poaHen a chnrch. But neither, 
church nor cottage is spared in the andiscriminttting 
ravages of dvil war. Here every thing wb« utterly de. 
strojed, every bouse unroofed and polled down by troops 
in their passage, cither &om a diabolical pleasure in mlS- 
chi^i; or for the convenience of iuel, into whioh all the 
combustible materials had been converted. In civil war, 
it must be observed, a country suflera neariy as much 
frran fViends as <bee. Fire and sword, it is true, do not 
accompany the acts of the former, but stiU man; injuries 
are inflicted 1^ the troopa even of the beat disciplined 
armies ; besides this, provisima, necessaries, and contri- 
butions, are sometimes levied upon the inhabitants in as 
unsparing, and often in as summary a manner, bj firiendn 

It may be unnecessary to remark, that " good enter- 
tainment for man and horse" vraa not to be had at Lagu. 
nillas ( though, tp my very agreeable surprise, an Indian 
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prdcored some barlejr straw for my *»iiinal«, & Ittzory 
not always to be obtained for them amcNig tbe moan- 
tains of Peru. I know not how some English amateurs 
TTould like to perform forty or fifty miles a day,' with 
their own horses, upon sach prorender ; and yet, indifier- 
ent as it is, it occasions to us here a fooling* of true de- 
light when we find that it can be had where we stop to 
rest. 

For the sake of celerity on my journey, I had not en- 
cmnbered myself with bed or bedding ; I therefore spread 
mj saddle-cloths J la Oaueho upon the floor of the hut, 
on which the family, consisting of two or three genera- 
tions, had no little difficulty in finding space when stow- 
ing themselves in bulk for the night. 

11th. Inconsequence of feeling it extremely cold, I dis- 
turbed my peon earlier than he wished, and on mount- 
ing my horse, found the country covered with snow, 
which had follen heavily during the night I procured 
a guide, who, for three pence per league, the established 
rate, trotted before the horses, and performed a post of 
thirteen or fourteen miles with great ease under three 
hours. Afler baiting, I continued my journey, the road 
beixig considerably better than usual, from its lying 
through a valley, which, according to Helms, extends 
with little variation above six hundred miles to Cusco. 
Tlie day, besides being piercingly cold, was dismally 
unpleasant, and ended in a violent hail storm, which 
overtook me when about ten miles &ora the post of An- 
cacato. The thunder was tremendous, and, in reverbe- 
rating from the mouiltayis, the effects were such as to 
fi-ighten even the native condor from his aerial abode ; 
fi>r several of those gigantic birds descended into the 
valley, as if cowering from the storm, and, in their im- 
petuous sweep along the sur&ce of the earth, approached 
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amoh nearer to us tliaii is usual to their naturaUy wary 
disposition. 

I observed for the first time flocks of alpaoos, another 
species of the bxna, bat somewhat smaller, ond with 
kmger and infinitely finer wool ; they are of various eo* 
lourst but chiefly jet black. 

I arrived at the post hat of Anoacato just as night 
came on, bringing with it increase of hail, snow, and 
storm. Here I procured good barley straw for my ani- 
mals, which reconciled me to finding nothing for my- 
self. 

13th. I was on horseback long before daylight, and 
rode ten leagues before breakfast The morning was 
bitterly cold, the road not very bad, but intersected by 
several streams. 

On an immense plain, bounded on my left by the Cor- 
dilleras^ I passed a row of ancient, mud-built structures, 
which at a distance had Uie appearance of Martello 
towers. They are said to have been the sepulchres of 
Indian chiefs before the conquest; the walls of some of 
them were neariy perfect, which may convey an idea 
of the .durability of the adobeB, a sun-dried compost of 
mud and strong g^ass, with which they are constructed, 
having stood for centuries without any symptom of decay 
from the injuries of time or weather. The only aper- 
ture iir the walls is a very small door Way, made low, in 
order, it is recorded, that the abode might never be en- 
tered but in the posture of humility or veneration. 
Rings and sundry other articles of gold, also pottery of 
very curious and ingenious workmanship, have fi-e- 
quently been discovered buried within these structures. 

In the coarse of this day*s journey were to be seen, 
in well-chosen spots, many Indian villages and de- 
tached dwellings, for the most part in ruins. Up even to 
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the rery tops of the mouniaiiiB, that line the valleys \ 

through which I have passed, I observed many ancient \ 

ruins, attesting a former population where now all is J 

desolate. Reniains of a similar kind are 'to be seen in 
Spain, in proof jxf a vast and indnstrions population in the 
time of the Moors, when that fine country rivaUed in 
prosperity the most flourishing in Europe. 

In flying before the patriots of South America, the 
royal armies ocmsumed by fire whatever they could not 
destroy by the sword. The unoffending inhabitants who 
escaped death fled firom their villages to distant parts of 
the country, and did not again return ; leaving their dis- 
mantled abodes to record the downfall of the dominion 
of Spain, as their ancestors had been compelled to do, 
cm occasion of their conquest, under similar calamities, 
three centuries before. The Spaniards have taken their 
leave of Feru, in repeating that tragedy of desolation 
which, as historians, tradition, and remains, assure us, 
was every where performed on their taking possession 
of it Unrelenting slaughter and indiscriminate destruc- 
tion marked the progress of Spanish conquest, and the 
mins of towns and villages in the present day are moum> 
M evidence that similar acts have signalised their de> 
feat 

The tiraveUer, as he journeys along, may imagine, in 
combining the past with the present, that he is pursuing 
the track of an Attila, a Zingis, or a Tamerlane, who 
have been represented, like the deluge, the tornado, and 
the hurricane, to have involved every thing in one sweep- 
ing ruin. •• Before them^ the land was as the garden of 
Eden ; hehind them^-ns the desolate mldernessJ*' 

It would be an endless task to record the various re- 
lalions I have heard from tiiese people on the subject of 
their disasters at diflerent periods of the war of inde^ 
pendente. Often, after a day's journey, have I joined 
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• 

the circle roond a fire, in the middle of eome remaining 
apartment of a ruined dwelling, and there, eeated opon 
the skidl of an ox, listeiied with infinite interest to the 
detcriptiona of scenes of woe which the parties present 
had witnessed or suffered in. So naturally do they re- 
late their plain unvarnished tale, as to excite in the lis- 
tener a sympathy deeply partaking of the secret pleasure 
which they themselves evidently feel in recordipg the 
evils they have endured : so true it is, that a secret plea- 
sure does attend the reflection upon days of sorrow that 
are past 

With respect to the histories of the early period of 
this country, the traveller meets with many circumstan- 
ces to induce him to forego the doubts, which he natur- 
ally feels disposed to entertain upon those revolting 
accounts of rapine and cruelty given by every writer, of 
whatever country he may have been, on the subject of 
the conquest of the New World. It is difficult to sup- 
pose, and repugnant to the*^ feelings of humanity to be- 
lieve, that the subjection of the empires of Mexico and 
Peru was achieved by the sacrifice of thirty milli<ms of 
the natives ! But our incredulity is overcome, when we 
reflect on the numberless instances of persecution, 
atrocity, and bloodshed, perpetrated in that same age by 
the authorities of Spain in her dominions at home, sur- 
rounded by Christian kings, princes, and potentates ; — 
when we consider the number of victims that were sa- 
crificed in Spain alone to the iniquitous decrees of that 
tribunal, termed the ** Council of Blood,*\which exceeded 
in cruelty the most barbarous institutions of the most 
savage tyrants in the heathen world, and the acts of 
which would be incredible, if the many circumstances 
recorded by contemporary historians, and supported by 
vubsequent Spanish writers, did not place them beyond 
all doubt It is fi'om them we learn that more than five 
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iwiliinia (^inhabitulB, iudnding the espelM Jew* and 
' Moon, were swept from the aeH i^^i«in doling the tet- 
fribk miniitry of the " Holy Office." In the teigna of 
QnrleB V. end hii eon Philip II. fire thooeand thiee 
htmdred md ten penooa were boraed alive Id ouIm dt 
fi, mi tliew condemned tc the gaUeyi and to prieon 
within the nine period, exceeded twentj-five tboiuand. 
Tbeae weie the nomber coodeioned in the Peninaula 
alone, bnf, aa the hiatorian nunarka, if we add those of 
other cotmliiea aobject to the Inqnintion of Spaio, aach 
aa SkUj, Sardinia, Slandera, America, and the Irfdiesi 
we most feel abaidatd; borror^tmck at the munber of 

Bat, being mwe to ou immediate purpose to show 
Ibe conduct of the ^anerelt and aniiiei (tf Spain in her 
distant poaaosriona, in that same age in which wc are 
^leaking, let ns turn our view to the Netherlands under . 
the government of tlie itrociooa duke of Alva, ajid we 
abaU there b^ptd one continued acane of confiscation, 
unprisonment and death ; we ahall find, that within the 
qwee of ■ few months, npwarda of eighteen hundred per. 
■ona, without distinction of age, aei, or oaidition, raS^red 
by the hand of the eiecotitnier alont ; yet the duke of 
Alva's thirat of blood waa not satiated. His aoldiers, 
like ao manj w<dves, were let loose among the people, 
triio saw that nothing less would satisfy their governor 
than their utter ruin; and, undeMhia conaidention, some 
luatoTiaiis relate, that no less than a hundred thounnd 
houses were forsaken by the inhabitanla. It is however 
certain^ that sever^ of the principalitiea were sensibly 
thinner, and some whole villages and amaller town* were 
rendered aloiDat destdate.! 

■ aeeI]IM«li(la1aIi>i|nldcknil'E^>aaa, br Don Juan Aijionia 
Llurente, coJuUcml ai a fair and ImparUaJ dDeomenl. 
t See Wauoo'i Htat. FblHp n. VoL I. B. VII. and X. 
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Theie drooiiifltanoes too ■frenzy corroborate the 
deeds which have fixed an everlaetini^ gtain on the con- 
querors of Peru« and lead the mmd to picture to itself 
what map have been the sanguinary exceeaoB of alicentbue 
and undisciplined army, pursuing to destruction a van- 
quished and defenceless people, who had no power to 
appeal to for assistance, no neighbouring state to flee to 
for protection, none to reproach their persecutors with 
their iniquities, nay, to whom even a tear of pity, thai 
poor comfort of calamity, was obdurately denied. Whole 
tribes, districts, towns, and cities, were destroyed ; pillage 
and murder lost all their horrors in their frequency, and 
every feeling of mercy was blunted in the multitude of 
victims ! extermination was the cry, and under the re- 
lentless mandate milliont perished. Some say, twenty, 
seven millions of the inhabitants of Peru have ultimately 
fijlen by violence under the cruelty and oppression of 
Spain.* Eeven the epirUudl eanqttuts were commenced, 
and fi>r a length of time continued by the aid of bayo- 
nets, and boasted of, observes Humboldt, as being useful 
to 'the advancement of religion, and to the aggrandise- 
ment of the missions from' Europe. ** The voice of the 
gospel is not listened to,*' said a Jesuit, ^ except where 
the Indians have heard the thunder of fire arms ; per. 
suasion is too dow in its operation ; by chastening the 
natives you fiMdlitate their conversion.** Is it not this in 
strict tr uth 

'* Hell*g work performing in the name of Gtod ?*' 

And is it not a lamentable reflection, that of all the per- 
secutions, all the causes of contention among- mankind, 
there is not one which has excited so much uncharita- 

^ * It has been already mentioned tbat by the miu coaeeriptkm ' 
alone, upwards of eight milUoni of the natlvea have perished In the 
mines. 
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UeiieM, animowty, and cruelty, u rdigioii! In the strifiMi 
that have ha4 reHgUm fyt their baata, mercy and con 
oiliation aeem to have been looked upon aa Uemiahea on 
the character of piety, and considered by each party aa 
eyidence of lukewammefa and indifference in their own 
greait cause of truth ! With them, it may indeed be ez- 
clahned, yengeance has been deemed a virtue, clemency 
a crime! But it is consoling now to- know that the 
reign of fiinaticism has passed, that the sacred figure of 
the cross, can no longer be the. banner under which men 
may triumphantly assemble to persecute their fellows 
and sprinkle the world with blood, nor can such ads now 
be boasted of as being the truest and most acceptable 
mode of promoting the doctrine of a merciful Redeemer. 
Spaniards of the present day maintain, in the lace of 
history, that the accusations against their country on the 
sabjeet of her conquest and government of America are 
unfi>unded, and that foreigners descant upon them in a 
spirit of rancour — ^both, I believe, untenable positions. 
But, when allegations of an injurious tendency are made 
ajfainst nations, they ought, as in the case of individuals, 
to be well supported, and probably the most unquestion- 
able mode of doing so is to bring fi)rward the authority 
of those, who, as friends or countrymen of the accused, 
are presumed to be less prejudiced against them, and 
consequently less disposed to magnify statements in 
which their own character and honour may be fiiirly 
sud to be involved This induces me to mention, on 
the moment, the name of a Spaniard of noble birth, and 
a distinguished soldier^-^Don Alonzo de Ercilla y Zuiiiga, 
who was presejd at the Mcenes he paints ; and though he 
writes in poetry, he expressly observes ** in prose," that 
its strict conformity to truth is the chief merit of his 
work, ^ The Araucana,** In that work is the following 
stanza, on the ccmduct of his countrymen towards the 
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native AmericaJis, which, by thote who have investigated 
the subject, will be admitted to correspond with the litate- 
ments of historians, and to exhibit in eight lines what 
they dilate upon in volumes. 

." The leu of blood In ttaete new coontriei spilt, 
If Uwt my Judgment be in aught of worth, 

Have hopea overthrown on eonqaeit that wem* built, 
Drowning the harvettt of this golden earth. 

For Bpaninh inhumanity and guilt, , 

Tranagresiing all the lawa of war, gave birth 

To tueh atrocities as ne*er befwe 

Ikeluged a conquered land with native gore.*** 

In the Spanish edition of General Miller's Memoirs, 
lately published, there i^ a preface written by a distin. 
guished Spanish officer, whose political conduct and 
liberal principles have caused his exile from his native 
land, and compel him, as well as many others of his 
countrymen, to reside in EIngland, where happily his 
meritorious services during the Peninsular war are well 
known, and have ensured him the friendship and esteem 
which he deserves. 

This gallant officer, with flings as honourable as 
they are natural to the mind of man, has undertaken in 
his prefkce, to defend the cause of his country from those 
grievous charges which are recorded against her on the 
subject of the conquest and government of America. But 
there are few persons, I imagine, who will be induced 

* The reader who, ttice myself, Icnows but little of Spanish litera- 
ture, will probably not take it amiss If I inform him, that ** The 
Araucana" is a celebrated Spanish epic poem, on the sufa||eet of a 
long and sanguinary contest in the reign of Philip U. between tl^ 
Spaniards and a warlike race of Indians called Araucanians, who 
never were subdued to the Spanish yoke, and who still possess the 
unconquered province of Arauco, in South America. The stanza 
as above translatMl, together with an able critique on Ercitta's 
poem, may be seen in the Foreign auait. Rev. Aug. iai9. 
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by hU tzgmaentK to oooear in ■ Tcndid in hi* fknrar. 
The writer ufcs — " Would not thoae who advance theae 
renrfting aeduBlitau sgiuiwt ^Hun be better employed 
in oemaring tbe nnmecom actsof injoatice committed 
by tbciT Dim goremmentB npon tiieir jM^eent c<daniBl 
' And lappose they did? would that cir- 
nd to paUUIe or diminish tbe a y gT M a i o pi 
which America has suffered 7 Again, he asks — " IKd 
tbe ctdimiea eatnliliilied by the republics of antiquity, or 
the nations they conquered, enjoy greater liberty 1 Do 
the agonies, from the Indies to Canada, now an^t the 
EuTopcall yoke, enjoy greater (mpinneas V I leave it to 
tbe reader to &ame his answer to the foregoing qneriec, 
from the ETidence of history and other uncantradieted 
testiBicHiy, and proceed to the continmitian of the writer's 
questiotui — " Why," he aaka, " should Spain be ezclD- 
nrely attacked ?" Because her miicDndnct surpassed 
that of all other nations ; or, to use the words of a Bftf 
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Tranagraiing all Ihe Taw a oT wu, gave binh 

To flicb slTocill™ u mrrr itftri 

Deisiid a cooiiusred luid with uUn (ore." 

Say, i« not this Mly admitted even by the writer him- 
•elf^ who obserres — ** Spain conquered her colonies b; 
force of arms, at a period when morals were ikr leae 
dearly ddmed than Id the present age ;" (but in that 
vety age ber conduct was universally condemned by con- 
lemporariesi) "when a miataken piety," continues the 
writer, " sacr^cd ill trietims viihaui ampaneliim, and 
when snperatition had her altars in all countries. Tbe 
stale of abasement in which the natives were diseoT«red, 
theJi manners, cusloma, religion, sacrifices, and mode of 
nuUng war, dtprived Ihtae vnhappi/ people of alt eonai- 
dtralion in tht eyt« of thrir amqumri, and their pn- 
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strvaiion or atudkilMiion wm weighed rather in the §eale 
of utUUy thanjtioliee /*' 

Again, on the subject of the •nlweqnent gorenimeiit of 
\hs country, he obsOTTea — *^ One would hor Ay expect to 
find, in the colonies of a nation enslaved and oppressed 
either by fanaticism or by the absolute power of her 
kings, either good govemmenif or juttiee^ or liberty.** 
Assuredly, there is nothing in the foregoing arguments 
tliat contradicts or weakens a single assertion I have 
hitherto made on the subject of the conquest and govern- 
ment of America, I shall now oondude with one inore 
extract, m which I think it appears that the good judg- 
meht and impartiality of the gallant officer has evidently 
yielded to the ardour of patriotism, in his laudable anxiety 
to vindicate his country and his countrymen from accusa- 
tions which, for three centuries, have stood recorded 
against them, without losing an iota of their gravity or 
force. 

^ Without going back to the origin of things; without 
giving to peculiar times and cii'cumstanoes the weight 
they are entitled to, previous .to the formation of any 
correct judgment, certain ineonoideraie declaimer$* have 
accused, and continue to accuse, Spain and the Spaniards 
of acts of cruelty and barbarity which, under the same 
circumstances, they would have committed themselves ; 
and which, in all probability, they would have exeeeded,** 
Impossible ! — ^The whole civilised world, «* from the In- 
dies to Canada," will exclaim against the concluding 
sentence with that one emphatic word — Impossible ! 

Joist arrived in the midst of a furious snow storm, at 



* GarcillaM de la Vega, Ltf« Caias, UUoa, Robertson, and Hum- 
boldt,— the voice of America from Mexico to Arauco, lupported by 
volumes of documents in the arcliives of Spain :— are all these in- 
considerate deelaimers 7 
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the rained village of Condor-Piu^eco; bat each 1b the 
state of the port hut, the ooly habiiable dwellmg in the 
place, that through its thatchkss roof the hail and snow 
beat loud and fiirt ; yet not a thought tunu on the in- 
conirenience of the abode, for fhe thunder and lightning 
' which ** fill the eternal regicnui** seem to threaten utter 
destruction to the world I The forked lightning, glisten- 
ing akmg the snow-covered earth, which resembles a 
blazing sea, renders this tp me novel kind of thunder 
storm dreadAdly magnificent ! and the tremendous peals, 
rolling with distracting echo fi'om mountain to moun- 
tain, give an^ appalling solemnity to the scene which it is 
not in the power of my pen to describe, — ^th^ storms of 
other climes, are in truth ** summer flaws*' compared to 
such as this. 

As the night advanced, the fury of the tempert sub- 
sided ; but the snow continuing to fall^ I began to appre- 
hend the danger of delay, and the probability of being 
shut up in Condor-Pacheco longer than its conveniences 
were likely to render it agreeable. I therefore prevailed 
(not by means of money so much as , by kind entreaty) 
upon a fine Indian youth to accompany me, and precisely 
at twelve o'clock at night we set outrin utter darkness, in 
the following order : The Indian guide, with a long stick 
in his hand, took the lead ; Marquesa, the old mule, dis- 
tinguished for her sagacity in selecting a safe footing in 
the mort dangerous passes, was mounted by my peone, 
and had precedence of the other, animals. I followed 
next upon my trusty Tortuga, whom I have always 
found, as his name impUes, strong and soUd as a tortoise, 
with all the life and agility of a guanaco, giving that con- 
fidence to his rider which is so peculiarly required in this 
country, and without which travelling in Peru would be 
among the worst^ of the worst miseries of human life. 
My servant, upon d Cura de Tucuman^ not less confi- 
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dent in the good qnalitiefl of his animal than myself, 
brought up the rear of this line of march.** 

When our little preparaticms for comfort, such as 
settling in the saddle-seat, securing hats from being* 
blown away, tying on neck handkerchiefs, and muffling 
up in the best possible manner, wese concluded, I gave 
the word addantel (forward !) when on we moved, not "* 
unlike a fimeral eorte^fd' stealing to the grave in -the ob- 
scurity of night, the cold keen blast forcing the tearr* 
from our eyes in streams as plenteous as ever flowed 
from the source of woe. 

The silence of our procession was occasionally invaded^ 
by the call of euidado ! (take care !) which the guide pro- 
nounced with an emphasis proportioned to the caution 
requisite to be observed at various places in our route. 
CuidadB I euidado I euidado I in tones as various as our 
voices, then instantly passed along the line from front to 
rear. .This warning voice was however of but little use, 
for we could see nothing; our dependence was entirely 
<m the dexterity of our animals, whose instinct induced 
them to take care of themselves. No control yith rein, 
whip, or spur, was attempted, nor could it have been 
prudently exercised. A loud snort from Marquesa at 
any dubious spot, and perhaps a momentary hesitation 
in her step, were quite sufficient to put the others on 
their guard, although, on these occasions, as well as on 
the call of euidado ! I must confess that I involuntarily 
pressed my spurs with a gentleness, not by any means 
to hurt, but just to be felt "ticklish," to the sides of 
Tortuga, merely for the purpose of asking ** do you hear 
the call ?" when a whisk of the tail, a throwing back of 
the ears, or shake of the head, answered as plainly as 
the language of the Hounhynhyma can express, " don*t 
bother me." This I always considered a guarantee for 
my safety, and never was deceived. An unavoidable 
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slip or stide now and then oCenrred in foQowinf the 
footsteps of Marquesa, which Toituga did with eztnuur- 
dinaiy precision, though much to his inconvenience; 
for-Marqoesa being tall, long, and thin, took very wide 
strides, and Tortoga being low, short, and &t, was obliged 
to stretch much beyond his natural gait, in order to step 
into the holes which were made fi>r him in the snow by 
his leader. * 

Theibregoing remarks will i4>pear puerile to some, 
but not so t6 those who may have occasionally contracted 
something more than an <Nrdinary feeling of interest for 
the animals that have faithfully served them, and have in 
fact become, in a long and useful companionsl^p, par- 
ticularly on r jourAey, objects of their greatest care and 
anxiety. For my own part, I never sat down to any 
meal after a day^s journey, before I had provided, in the 
best manner that circumstances allowed, for the comfort 
of my animals. Often have I shared liberally and hon- 
onrably my portion of bread with Tortuga, when on short 
commons ; also when we have halted for a few minutes 
to take breath after ascending a mountain. These little 
duties we fiurly owe to the/ dumb slaves of our will, and 
their patient and valuable services are assuredly deserv> 
ing of them all. . 

We groped oar way in the manner I have described 

fi>r upwards of fifteen miles through the ^ palpable ob- 

'scure,'* when the barking of dogs announced that a 

dwelling of some sort was at hand, and precisely at five 

o'clock in the morning of the 

13th, we arrived at the post of Venta del Medio. Here 
I find the absolute necessity of a pen firom the ** firetfiil 
porcupine** and ink of blackest hue to enable me to coi^ 
vey to any English gentleman who has never left his 
native land, a ^ue picture of the abode at which for the 
last four hours I had longed with infinite impatience to 
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arrive. The darlnifliw of night, which itilL oontinued, 
WW now, I felt, rather to be wished iar than regretted, 
ae it tended to conceal, in a great degree, the abomina- 
tion of this public accmnmodattwi. Indeed^ I fancied 
that the morning, in yity for my situation, was tardier 
than usual in dawning, and as for the sun, he did not 
appear at all, as if ashamed that his beams should be 
seen in contact with so much earthly misery. Oh ! 
Connaught dear ! Oh I Galway for erer ! and all others, 
ye sanctuaries of penury, poverty, and want ! how pre- 
ferable would have been to me tlie worst of your desti- 
tute hovels, at the end of my cold cheerless ride this 
dreary morning ! 

I leaned against a wall for half an hour, more for the 
sake of giving that short time for rest to the animals 
than to myself, and then continued my journey to Oruro, 
stin ten leagues distant, without hope of morsel for man 
or beast ; the whole way (with the exception of a village 
on the left, ^ the. road) being an unpeopled desert My 
own stock, scanty at setting out, was all demolished, 
and my journey, owing to the snow storms, was pro* 
tracted a day beyond the time that would otherwise have 
been required to perform it. 

I had not ridden many miles when, turning out of the 
valley, a perfectly level plain of ocean-like space extended 
before me ; travelling became easy for the animals, but 
the prospect, not very interesting, was rendered less so 
by a piercing cold wind, which blew with violence ftom. 
the snow-covered Cordilleras. On the western side, at 
the extremify of this plain, stands the respectable and 
once wealthy town of Oruro, where I arrived in little 
more than tax hours after my departure from Abomina* 
tion Hut. To say that the party, master, man, and beast, 
were not all weary and hungry, is what ho tme expects } 
but it would be the height of ingratitude to omit that, in 
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tbe iioiise of Dcm Manuel Tovar, we all fimsd a hearty 
welcQiDie, s^qod cheer, and oomfortaUe repose; and wh^ 
I add, that I had been five whole daya without drawing 
off my boots or lying upon a bed, it cannot be a subject 
of surprise that, on retiring to rest at my journey's end, 
I should have slept without qrmptoms of Ufe fm thirteen 
happy, happy hours. 

A ride of nearly two hundred miles in very severe 
weathery under every privation, deserves at least the 
thanks of those in whose service it has been performed, 
and the directors can scarcely desire a stronger proof of 
tiie xeal and diligence of their officers in tins country, 
not one of whom, I must in justice acknowledge, but 
would have performed as much with equal alacrity and 
good will as myself, had it been required of him. 

It was gfratiQring to find that my journey was not in 
Tsln, fi>r I found the packet of papers upon the table of 
the agent, where they would have remained, during his 
correctly reported absence in a distant part of the coun. 
try. But on the evening of my arrival a courier was 
despatched to Arica, and by him I forwarded the impor- 
tant documents. 

The present population o£ Oruro does not exceed four 
tliousuid Bonis, not half of what it possessed before the 
revolutton, and these are in great indigence, owing to 
the destruction of their mines of silver and tin, which 
fimnerly supported a brisk and extensive commerce, 
now nearly extinct firom Want of those resources which 
were absorbed in the all-consuming evils of civil war. 
'Ihe tin mines -of Oruro have long been famous, and the 
silver mines were at one period among the most produc- 
tive in Peru, but being of late years abandoned, they 
have filled with water, which in this country they have 
not machinery fi>r emptying, neither have they money 
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for appl jing any other efficaciotu means to that piirpOfle« 
Here were many families of enormoos weaHfa, if we 
may jvdge from the profusion of silver articles which 
they are said to have possessed. I shall mention the 
name of Don Juan Rodri|pies, because my present host 
was acquainted with him, and had seen the silver, in the 
account of which I have been assured by others that 
there is no exaggeration. 

Rodrigues was proprietcnr of a fimnous silver mine in 
the vicinity of Oruro, which was so productive, that he 
discarded from his house all articles of glass, delf, or 
crockery ware, and replaced them by others made from 
the silver of his milie. Utensils of the most common 
use, as well as articles of luxury and ornament, such as 
pier-tables in the principal apartments, frames of pic 
tures and of mirrors, footstools, pots, and pans, were all 
of silver. " And," saidjthe person, when relating the 
foregoing, ^ do you see that trough in the court-yard V* 
pointing to a very large stone trough for the purpose of 
watering mules and other animals ; ** I do assure you 
that Senor Riidrigues had two of mudi larger size for 
the same purpose, of pure and solid silver ; and before 
the revolution there were three or four houses in Qruro 
that could boast of having quite as much." 
. Those who have read the accounts of early travellers 
in these countries must have noted instances of even 
greater riches than the foregoing. Let us give one ex- 
ample from Betagh's travels in 1730, when, in alluding 
to the \jrealth of Chili, it is observed that, ** those who 
are easy in their circumstances and retire to Saint Yago, 
live in such a manner as sufficiently to demonstrate 
their riches, since all their utensUs, even those that are 
most common, are of pure gold." ^ Now, had Captun 
Betagh said, instead of ** oZ/," ** mafi^ of their utensila 
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ygrett of pore goU,** we should not feel so disposed, as 
we natorally are, to think that he said the thing that 
was not 

fiodrigues, from his great influence in Oruro, was 
suppoeed to have been implicated in the insurrection of 
the Indians, under the Cacique Tupac Amaro, in 1780, 
and was in consequence arrested by the Spanish authori- 
ties and sent prisoner to Buenos Ayres, whese he re- 
mained in oonfinement fiirapwards of twenty years, and 
died on being restored to liberty at the breaking out of 
the late revolution. 

It lias appeased to me, though probably it is not ac- 
taally the het, that in Bouth America parento are more 
find o^ more doating t^pon, their children, than in any 
other country that I have been is ; and there is one 
^aeral practice which supports this idea, that of a 
newly married couple being seldom permitted, however 
ample their means, to leave the house of their fathers 
to set up a separate estafalishm^t The bride is either 
taken to the fiimily <^ her husband, and with all her in- 
crease becomes a monber of it, or the husband goea. to 
tliat oi his bride, where, if he thinks fit, he may take 
op has abode ^r life. I am awaze that there are excep- 
tions to this pnotice, particuliu'ly in Buenos Ayres, 
aince its free commonica^on with Europeans, and the 
Ofmsequent r^nement of society; it is, nevertheless, 
very general thronghout the country, and is grounded 
en the rduGtanee with which parents separate from 
their children. 
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CHAPTER IV. ^ 

Oepartuie from Oruro— Perplexity— 8adden flash of thougbt — 
Welcome in the iiouees of the clergy — Cblcba— Certain preju- 
dicee — Scene in a dormitory — A iplendid and imposing scene at 
Biinriae^-Chimborazo not tbe highest of the Andes. 

After such a Journey as that to Oruro, two days* rest 
will scarcely be considered an unreasonable indulgence 
either. to man or horse ; at the expiration of that time, 
haTing laid in a stock for the road, I put my cavalcade 
in motion, and, on the 16th of September, set out to re- 
turn to Potosi. • I had proceeded about a mile firom 
Oruro, when I met the courier, who delivered to me a, 
packet of letters, which he had been directed to keep at 
hand, in tbe expectation of meeting me, according to di- 
rections given to that purpose when I left PotosL 

Among the letters there was one from our chief miner. 
Baron von Ozettritz, at La Paz, stating that, notwith- 
standing what I had written to him on the necessity <rf 
stopping all farther expenses in acquiring mines lor the 
company, he thought it his duty to follow the instruc- 
tions previously given to him by the chief commissioner ; 
and, in conformity with them, he now requested that I 
might send him funds forthwith, it being his intention 
to set out in a few days from La Pax, to inspect a gold 
mine, and another of quicksilver, which had been re> 
centiy offered to him under circumstances so very ad- 
vantageous, that if upon inspection they turned out equal 
to report, he would secure them for the association. 
This intimation induced me to 8iq[>po8e, either that the 
baron was still ignorant of the change which had taken 
place in our circumstances, qr that, being, as he really 
was, somewhat captious on the subject of his rank as 
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chief miner, he was anwiUing to oondeaoend to acknow- 
ledge himself robordinate to the directions of any on® 
except the chief commissioner, and thereCbre declined 
obedience to my injunctions to cease from all specula^ 
tions. The ** Seiior Secretario** might, by possibility, be 
& great man in his own department, and might probably 
understand mending pens, bat he had no knowledge of 
mining, and could have no control over the Baron Herr- 
mann von Czettritz. ** There is notliing like leather" 
would be a very fit motto for many persons. Hi^ as 
was the baron^s estimation of the arts and sciences, and 
of knovi^ledge in general, it was far surpassed by that in 
vrhich he held mxae^ and mining. The foregoing re- 
mark might be thought to savour a little of jealousy on 
my partr were I to conceal that this very intelligent 
gentleman was as zealous in the performance of his duty 
towards his employers as any individual in the Associa- 
tion ; and no one had a higher opinion than myself of 
his prudence and judgment in what might or might not 
be advantageous to it^nterests. This opinion, on the 
present occasion, led to the following soliloquy. 

" The state of glorious uncertainty in which the di- 
rectors haVe placed us with respect to our future pro- 
eeedings, makes caution doubly necessary ; for, in the 
event of our operations being continued, and of my op- 
posing and preventing that which competent persons 
may hereafter prove would have been of infinite adviin- 
tage, I necessarily expose myself to censure. Again, in 
the event of the speculation being abandoned, if I incur 
expenses, which, in consequence of that abandonment, 
turn out to be fruitless, I am equally exposed to censure, 
and liable to be charged with the waste of funds. I see 
on the one hand very favourable prospects if our pre- 
liminary steps^ are followed up, and I admit the import- 
ance of making promising aoquisitiobs * under advan* 
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.tagewm eirettOMtenaM.* The urhrftl «f oar ihip, with 
enfUMMn, artifioeri^ and -9, mrgo of tventy thonwrnd 
poimds in Tahie, is a ttetrng indnoement to suppoae tiwt . 
oar operationt wiU be conttmied, and prevents the n^* 
eesflity of putting an JnwnfwHate atop to our proceedings. 
On the other hand, I see the dilemfia in which we are 
]daoed by the protest of the chief ooaunianoner's draft, 
and latterly, that dilemma has been increased by a divi- 
sion amongst the directors.** 

These were my inward reasonings ; bat, besides be^ 
ing nataraUy averse to indalge sentiments of dWipqnd^ 
ency, I could not summon resolntion to rob myself so 
suddeidy of the imaginary riches I had long since ao 
quired from the mines of Peru, a great portion of which 
I had even expended by anticipation in the construetion 
of aerial castles, some of which I had eom^etely roofed 
in, to say nothing of sundry excellent plans which I had 
devised lor the future enjoyment of life m enviable luxu- 
ry and biiss. None of these, on the present ooeasion, 
could I willingly forego, nor could I, in good tmtii, see 
any thing in our difficulties that might not ultimately be 
overcmne. 

With respect to the projects of Boron Czettritz, I was 
aware tiiat our chief commissioner intended to fix an 
establishment in the province of La Paz ; and although I 
had not the meaB8> of sending funds to the baron, I did 
not wish, in my ignorance of the advantageous offers 
made to him, blindly to oppose his views ; therefore, I de« 
eided upon writing, on the first opportunity, a full ac 
oouBt of the complexion which our" affairs had taken at 
home, kavittg it to his own good judgment to direct hia 
proceedings.' 

^After reading the other letters delivered to me hy the 
oonrier, two of which were Brom my friends Senos 
Christohtl and Mr. 3erivi;aer, ** hoping thftt I was very. 
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^reU,** and informing me tliat Potoai remained pfeeiiely 
as I had left it, I oontinned my jodrney. 
> I traTeUedneariy halfamik, when, with the sttdden- 
nesfl of the Hghtning that flashed over the distant Cor- 
- difiera, a thought struck me, of 00 happy a turn, that the 
exeentioii of it cocdd not poenbly be attended with any 
jnconvenience except to myself alone, and that was— « 
josmey to La Paz, where an interview of half an hour 
with the baron, would, I felt satisfied, enable us to act 
with more harmony between ourselves, and with more 
advantage to our employers, than the consumption of a 
whole quire of paper in epistolary correspondence. 
Three minutes elapsed in considering this new idea, for 
it is not in an insUifU that any person on a journey of 
two hundred miles can be expected to resolve on turning 
short round in the middle of the road, to ride nearly that 
same distance in a contrary direction. 

When I wheeled my horse round, my peones followed 
in dubious. perplexity on the suddenness of the manoeu- 
vre, which from their conversation, now and then borne 
by the breeze to my ear, T could ascertain had continued 
to oeeupy them with strange conjectures during ten 
leagues over a dead flat plain,~when we arrived at the 
village of Caracolla. The large church, whose bells 
were (Sliming, indicated the residence of a curate, where 
I stopped for the night. 

There is something peculiarly gratifying in the confi- 
dence of welcome with which in this country a traveller, 
of any degree of respectability, may take np bis abode at 
the houses of the clergy, in the different towns or vil- 
lages on his route. ^^ Where is the house of the Father 
Curate ?" is the usual question asked by a stranger on 
Altering a village ; and on alighting at the door, if the 
Father is at home, and happens not to be asleep, (when 
mxae dare disturb him) the only preliminary requisite in 

6* 
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tifcif potwrioii of Iha ^pagtew^k to maka an iMtrntfi 
•nd ray, ** Good morraw to you, Sennr Cum!** ▲ BinUe 
of weloome, with a fiiw WBecBDOfaiapng words of kind- 
tMm% and a shake of the hand from the Cura, eitaWishea 
you, m nine cases out of tsn, with as acbioh ease and 
l&eedfNn as in your own faoose. The Eather thei|K P^^ 
to the peones and servants, who haye aU dismovnted* 
anzionsly waiting to catch his eye in its glances raond, 
when he pronounces the usual benedietiie»ii^ God fatos s 
yoti, my sons !** upon wluch they yespeetlhlly take off 
their hals and say, ** God keep your l<everence !" ^They 
then unload the baggage, and plaee it in the apartment 
destined fer these passing nsits*: and this operation the 
casual absence of the eurole in no way prevents, foe ^en 
the ama, (housekeeper,) or perhaps ** the niece," makes 
the stranger equally weloome. 

I do not say, that in all cases good oheer is to be met 
with, or that in any case the English traveller will find 
such comforts a^'in England are well known to be the 
usual attributes of the ^ snug parsonage.** Threogbont 
the British dominions, ^ parsonage** and " comfi»t?* go 
together as naturally and inseparably as ** ham and 
chicken.** Here is no such enviable appendage to a he-^ 
nefice as the former, and what is eonmdered ** comfort** 
in decent life in England is yet unknown. As to 
chickens and fowls, when boiled to rags, they are torn 
to pieces without a single thought of ham or bacon, or 
even a suspicion that the absence of the latter is an out> 
rageous violation of the rules of domestic economy as 
practised with us. 

Tlie traveller, however, frequently finds all the conve- 
nience he expects, taking it for granted that he is aware 
of the very fow wants of tiie natives, and is satisfied to 
comply with their manners and oustoms. The <:ttrato 
is always useful in recommending to his lodgers thoss 
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panoos in the vilbfe or neigbhouriioDd wh» nm beit 
m^y fiurage fi>r the amwMilgt or any littte neooMi^ 
for tkematfWeB ; and if the cfaargea hq^)eH to be a UtiJ^B 
imreaeonaUe, a few kind words frcm the Pudre wiU ac- 
^n^odate the difference to the «atis&ction of aU. 
t I found the TiUag^a of CaracoDa crowded with Indianf 
and ethers, the inhabitantStold and young, of both sexes, 
^om, the neighbouring and the distant ^ages, who had 
asaembled in their gayest attire lo^ celebrate the great 
holiday of the *^ Eleration of the Cross," which, aeccNrd- 
iqg to the Roman calendar, this day proves to be. Mase 
W9S ^iffsnmdm. aU the digni^ o( village fiemp ; pro- 
'. oeenoBs -fi^lowed, in which were groups fantastically 
dressed in masquerade; some carrying banners, some 
playing wild mnsip upon flageofets, horns, drums, and 
trumpets, with the vocal accompaniment of shouts and 
screams. Their ajqpearanoe befiure the house of the cu- 
rate can scarcely be more accurately described than by 
the following lines : — 

** The men wUh the kettle*driuna eatered the gatft, 
Ehib-^iab-a-dobf duh^tbe tiwupetera foUow'd^ 
Tantsra, taotara— then all the boys hoUa'd/' 

Swirr. 

Infinite, indeed, was the mirth of all, whidi was kept 
^ op by dancing, singing, and drinking cMcha to excess. 
This latter part of the ceremony is never omitted upon 
the feasts and holidays of these people, which are very 
seldom known to terminate in those riotous outrages 
that so frequently occur at popular meetings, in coun- 
tries where pretensions to civilisation are carried to a 
greater pitch. 

Chicha is the &vottrite beverage of the South Ameri- 
can Indians, and also of many who consider it an insult 
to be called Indians. The manner in which it is made, 
IV as I have frequently witnessed at Potosi, is as follows^— 
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A quantity of Indian corn is pounded into a fine pow- 
der and placed in a heap, roond whieh as many old wo- 
men (1 alwaya obeerved they were old women) as can 
fbr^a convenient circle sit down npon the ground, and, 
filling their mouths with the powder, chew it into a 
paste— perhaps ** mumble^ would be the appropriate' 
term ; for to ^ chew," I presume, there must be teeth, 
but in this operation the performers are toothless. When 
the paste, then, is mumbled to a sufficient consistency, 
it is taken out of the mouth, and rolled between the 
palms of the hands into a ball, generally about the size 
of a grape-shot, but varying, of -course, according to the 
capacity of the mouth firom which the substance is 
taken. The balls are piled in a pyramid, until the 
floiir of the tnait is finished ; they are then placed upon 
a fire to bake. After this, they are put into a given 
•quantity of water, where they ferment ; I am not aware 
that any other ingredient is used. The fermentation 
forms the beverage called ** chicha,** which is the nectar 
of the Indians, and, although inebriating, it is by no* 
means injurious to health. In hot weather, I must ac- 
knowledge, notwithstanding the process, which is a 
most unsightly scene to witness, a draught of chicha is 
extremely grateful ; though I know not how to describe 
the taste, nearer than what may be imagined would be 
obtained by a mixture of small beer and indifferent 
cider, yet is it considered as nutritious among the la- 
bouring classes as porter is in England. 

The curate's house, in dimensions and in the distri- 
bution of the apartments, would, in Connaught, be call- 
ed a very good cabin ; and although it possessed neither 
chair nor table, a mud bendi against the wall of. the 
apartment being the seat, and a square mUd-built heap 
near it doing permanent duty as a table, yet were there 
large silver dishes, in which were served up an excellent 
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ekupi, fmvMim broth) wad wme y/nj good poteftoes with 
their jaduto on. The driiikiii|r eaps of the sune metal 
stood in the siH of a window, and when 1 asked for wa« 
ter, to wash my hands before dinner, it was brought to 
me by the ama in a capadoos utensil, also of silver ; 
oeitain prejndioes, however, indnced me politely to de- 
dine availing myself of it for tkai purpose, which not a 
little Borpriied the ama, who assured me that the curaie 
never used any thing else, and that, in the domestic ser- 
vices of the house, it had lonn^ 

" contrived a doable debt to pay." 

. After partaking of a very good supper, I spread my 
horse sheets in the middle of the floor, and, wrapped in 
my poncho, with my saddle under my head, in spite of 
the uproarious mirth of the villagers without, I soon 
caused to think of the manners, cuatomsy ftncies, antipa^ 
tUes, whims, and oddities, of the world, which vary every 
day we live and every mile we go. 

As the night advanced, the merriment of the village 
foitiyal subsided, and wearied parties gradually filled the 
house of the enrate, to whom, as to me, the roof for a 
covering and the floor for a bed were freely bestowed; 
and a much greater number availed themselves of this 
hospitality than it was ever contemplated, in the con- 
struction of the house, should one day be entertained 
within its walls. The frequent stepping over me and on 
me, and the wliisperings and bustling of the retiring par- 
ties, roused me from my comfortable sleep, and oocasioned 
foe a, moment that sort of fretfrd ill humour which usually 
occurs on being unexpectedly or unnecessarily disturbed. 
It was, howevei*, only for a moment, for upon raising my 
head and looking round me, a foeling of a very opposite 
kind was excited by th^ curious scene in whidh I found 
myself the centre. 
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A large church taper, a perquisite I pfetume of his 
reverence's, was supported on the floor in the middle of 
the apartmentt-I thought c^ the pillar of light and the 
Israelites, but for the life of me I cannot tell why. By 
the glare of this taper, I counted seventeen persons, malef 
and femaJe, some of them most fantastically dressed, 
reposing and preparing for repose. The men laid them- 
selves down just as they came in and chanced to find a 
vacant space upon the floor. The females all said an 
Ave-marioj told their beads, crossed themselves, and un- 
dressed; then, placing their thickly quilted petticoats for 
a bed, they also lay down, iana ceremonie, as they best 
could, covering themselves with their shawls : — 

" Theie tbey were, ihe girls and bojrs, 
Aa Uiick as hasty pudding.** 

Two young Cholas, fifteen or sixteen years of age, were 
dose at the foot of where I had extended myself for the 
night; but, had they been in the remotest comer of our 
sty-like dormitory, they must have attracted the particular 
attention of a stranger. They had, no doubt, been acting 
some principal characters in the processions of the day, 
for they represented precisely those figures, whieh we so 
often see in rather gaudy colours as emblems of America, 
and which, with the other quarters of the world, are fiu 
vourite ornaments in cottages and villages among the 
humble amateurs of the fine arts. The Cholas, having 
performed their devotions, and partly divested themselves 
of their dresses, mutually assisted in arranging and plait- ' 
ing their Ibng shining tresses, literally glistening with 
jet, which partly hung down their finely ibrmed bronze 
coloured shoulders. 

The Chola gfrls generally, from the age of fourteen to 

eighteen, have remarkably fine busts, good teetli, well- 

f \ turned limbs, plump cheeks, ^c. and sometimes coun- 
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tenances fbll of uumaiioii, and nrach pleasing feminine 
expreaaion. Tlieir raven loeks are of moat luxuriant 
^rrowtfa, and generally descend half way down the per- 
son— 

** Increasing beauties tbey invade ;'* 

bat, although they bestow much pains on the hair, they 
do not in all cases succeed in keeping it perfectly dean : 
the neaitneas, however, with which they plait it into 
tresses, cannot be exceeded by the first rate artists in 
the profession of ornamental hair-dressing. I have 
more than once offered two ounces of gold 'to Peruvian 
girb in humble life fer their head of hair, and although 
that sum (between six and seven pounds) would have 
been wealth to them, ,it was not sufficient to tempt 
them, even for a lover*s sake, to apply the scissors. 

The charms and attractions to which I have alluded 
^ desert the native females, in this country, at an age in 
which they may frequently be seen in fiiU bloom in 
England, where th^ continue in some cases to attract 
admiration even in a green old age. Here they flourish, 
&de and die, within the space of a few short years, and 
a vestige of them is seldom to be seen in an elderly 
woman. 

17th. Soil shades of light from the blushing east had 
just announced the approach of day, when I awoke, and 
immediately prepared to depart,' but first wondered with- 
in myself how I could have slept in the midst of such a 
din as now assailed my ears in discordant tones of tho^ 
rtmgh'bast, proving with full effect the propriety and 
force of the phrase, ** sonorous silence.** 

I travelled about eighteen miles befere breakfast, then 
twenty-five more, and stopped at Kcasica, fermerly a 
neat and respectable town, with between three and four 
thousand inhabitants, now nearly ruined, and with 
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aeuteif m mukf hii|Mlredc In the neq^hboorhoocl art 
Mveiml oItw muiM, which have been, and still may be 
worked with great adTantaipe. Flocks and herils, which 
before the reroliition ooTered the rich pastures of thia 
part of the country, have not yet recovered from the de- 
predations they sufifered. Desolation and poverty are 
every where maniftst; the post house, however, is good, 
and the host an obliging, respectable man. 

16th. A fine but cold day. J travelled about forty 
miles to the ruined village of Calamarca; the road waa 
ilat and good, and on each side were hills of a smaller 
sise, with smoother and more verdant surftce than I had 
hitherto seen in Peru. Several were in a state of culti- 
vation by the Indians ; all of them had evidently been so 
formerly. 

19th. Fine weather. By being on my journey a. iuU 
hour before the morning dawned, I had an opportunity 
of beholding at sunrise a scene of magnificence scarcely 
to be surpassed in the world. Its imposing effects xxpoA 
my mind, wh^i day first developed the dbject to my 
view, it is utterly impossible for me to dei^ribe ; but th^ 
scene W9a this. High in the blue crystal vai|lt, and im- 
mediately before me, as I rode thoughtlessly along,- I 
perceived a brilliant streak resembling burnished g(Jdt 
da2zling to look on, and wonderfully contrasted with the 
riiades of night, which still lingered upon the world be- 
neath ; for to us the sun had not yet risen, though the 
sombre prdfiles of (he Cordilleras might be distinctly 
traced through the departing gloom. Imperceptibly tba 
golden eilblgence blended with a field of white, glisten- 
ing in vestal purity, and, ejEpanding downwards, gradu- 
ally assumed the form of a p3rramid of silver of immea- 
surable base. I stopped in mute amazement, doubtfiil of 
what I beheld. Day gentiy broke, and the tops of dis« 
tant' mountains glittered in the early beams ; the sun 
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thea rose, or rather ru»hed vfoa the aOent world, in a 
fufl Uazing flood of monung splendour, and at the iame 
moment the stupoidoiu Ylimaiu,the ipant of the Andes, 
in aU the pomp of moontain majesty, burst upon my 
view. 

My first feeling was a sense of doli|^t, with an ex* 
pansion of soul producing positive rapture.' Never be- 
fere did I feel myself endowed with equal energy, or 
eiperienoe such an elevation of sentiment. Never did 
I feel myself less, so quickly did that sentiment subside 
into devout humility. Admiration, rererance, and awe, 
with a coBscioosness of human inferiori^, were the 
mingled feelings of my heart in contemplating this ter- 
restrial manifestation of the glory of God. Here ! I ex- 
daimed vnth fervour and delight — here do I behold the 
sublime and beautiful, spontaneously produced in the 
great page of nature by the onmipotence and providence 
<tf nature's God. 

That the majestic mountain of Ylimani, rearing its 
jvodigious bulk high into the region of eternal snow, 
existed in the district of La Pax, I was well aware, and 
I knew that 1 should see it ; but, unprepared as I was at 
the time, besides being fuU. thirty miles distant, it was 
altogether unexpected ; and the g^Iare of magnificence in 
which it so suddenly, and, to aj^warance, so closely pre- 
sented itself, absolutely surpassing imagination, occasion- 
ed in a stronger d^ee those sensations, which a scene 
BO truly imposing, in the midst of solitary grandeur, was 
well calculated to inspire. They who have vritnessed 
and enjoyed wild and magnificent scenery, such as this, 
must also have felt the transport it occasions ; they will 
admit that a superi(» order of sentiment accompanies 
the contemplation of such wondrous works. 

CSiimboraxo has long passed fer the highest of the 
CorcUlleras, and, until the discovery of the Himalaya, 
▼OL. n. . 7 
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wail mippoted to be the highest mountain in tlie werU. 
M. Humboldt, aa he himaelf obaerres, ^had the pieuure 
of seeiiig a greater extent of mountains than any other 
geognost,^* but he did not punrae his travela to this part 
of the Andes, where subsequent travellers have ascertaiup 
ed the height of the Ylimani to be 21,800 Ibet aboye the 
]e?el of the sea, exceeding that of Chimborazo by 350 
fyetr-'-oo very great difference, it may perhaps be said, in 
subjects of such vast dimensions ; but still, quite suffi* 
cient to take from the latter the paim oftuperlaiwe nug- 
nitude and grandeur in the great chain of the Andes. 

Mr. Pentland, who measured the Ylimani in 1836^ 
gave me his calculations with the remark^ that **• they 
required revision ;** consequent^ they were not intended 
to go fiirth as accurate. At a subsequent period, I was 
informed by our chief commissioner, who took a warm 
interest in these subjects, that the height of Ylimani had 
been given to him as 21,800 feet, which agrees with that 
gtwea to me, by Mr. Pentland, and this appears to be cor- 
roborated by the observations orDoctor Redhead. 

The Ylimani, and the neighbouring mountaii^s, ** are 
conpiposed of transition slate chiefly, traversed by nmne- 
rous veins of quartz, containing auri&rous pyrites, and 
gold in small quantities.*' That such an immense moaa* 
tain should be composed of transition slate, instead of 
granite has struck some persons as a matter i^surpriae ; 
it appears, however, that " the Andes are chiefly compos- 
ed of porphyry and net of granite '* 
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CHAPTER T. 

Immenfle space without a rii^e tree->An enigina— Repreaentatkm 
of a Btnuige and wonderftil toene — ^Arrival in the city of La Paz 
— HoqMfiality of the natives flirty pat to the testr— Don Manuel— 
DresB of the peasant girls «f La Paz— Cane con cuero— The 
Tsido— INsag roeabte fteling in shamming the agreeable. 

Having' ridden about fifteen miles, I stopped at the 

/ port hoose of YentUla to refresh the horses and to break- 

. iut; but at this wretched abode there was iiothinir ex- 

oept a few dried beans and spme Indian com, which ia 

the principal food ^f these poor people, and indeed, 

wherever good Indian com is to be had, there can be no 

ooin{da]at of starvaticm; but, nntritioua as it certainly is, 

a hungfry trayeller desires something' more substantial, 

^ and is not easily reconciled to such fingal fare. For 

horses and mules there cannot be a better food. 

Tlie city of La Paz was stil) twelve to fifteen miles 
distant : thither, with patience, which firom custom and 
oeeeesity I may now claim as a virtue, Idirected my in^ 
finitely more patient Tortnga. The road lay over a flat 
tabte-laqd, for the most part covered with loose stones, 
and with a low green shruh; a tree is rarely to be seen 
by the trareller in a distance of nearly fn^ hundred 
miles, commencing three or ioxa posts to the southward 
of Potosi, and journeying in the direction I have taken ; 
bat, a few leagues beyond La Paz is a district called 
Tungaff, where, in forests producing the celebrated Pe- 
ruvian bark, are various kinds of the finest timber. 

Afier travelling twebre, thirteen, and, as 1 imagined, 
every mile of the distaiuee fhmi Yentilla to La Paz, my 
astonishmeat was ezcit»d by not perceiving on so level a 
plain any object indicttting the eztstenee of a town. 
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Sundry groups of Indians, drores of mules, lamas, and 
asses, some unladen, some with Irarthens, were indeed to 
be seen passing and repassing, as in the bustle of bfusi- 
ness ; but no building or habitation whateT^ : no turret 
dome, or steeple, of ehurch or convent appeared in view, 
although the tolling of their bells occasionally struck 
faintly an. the ear. Huge, barren, weatherbeaten rocks, 
and snow-covered mountains, apparently dose at hand^ 
rose directly before me, and presented an tmpassablifr 
barrier! 

I could not oonc^e where I was.to find a town ; and, 
as I rode onwards in strange perplexity endeaTouring to 
solve the enigma, I arrived suddenly at the verge of an 
abrupt and prodigious precipice, at the bottom of which 
I beheld, in diminutive perspective, the large and popn* 
lous city of La Paz. ^ I had fi'equently been told of the 
peculiar situation and scenery of this i^oe ; (but oh ! 
*^ how imperfect is axpression!** and how much do I feel 
at this m<Mnent the' want of descriptive power ! Suffer 
me, however, gentle reader, to convey to your imaguuu 
tion, by my own method of sketching, a feeble repre- 
sentation of the eurious, the pleasmg, the wonderful 
scene, that here presented itself. 

Fancy yourself travelling leisurely along upon a high 
table, or any other plane that you may like better. This 
is bomkled by a huge mountainous rampart, in which, 
be it remembered, is one of the greatest, grandest moun- 
tains on the globe, and far surpassing 

*' Those wonden of the world so chronicled by Tame :** 

the giant of the CordUUra dt lot Andet cannot be con- 
sidered in any less character. These mountains appear 
to rise out of the plane on which you are riding, and 
your expectation i8,«that you must actually arrive at 
them, for no obstacle is to be seen between you and them'« 
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Whilst you are musiiigr on the how and the where 
your journey is. to endrUte diaCanoe being already per- 
Ibnned, which, with your diqxxdtioiL to rest, increaaes 
your impatience to discover the town, you arrive unex- 
pectedly at the edge of the plain, and behold a vast gulf 
at your feet, in the bottom of which appears a town 
very regularly built with packs of cards. The first 
eoup-d*<lnl of La Paz conveys precisely this idea; the 
Ted-ti|ed roo& and white fronts of the houses answering 
admirably for hearts and diamonds, and the smoked 
. roofe and dingy mud walls of the Indian rancioBj equally 
wen for spades and clubs. Through this fairy town 
may be faintly seen, winding with occasional interrup- 
tions, a silver thread marked with specks of frothy 
white, which, upon approaching, proves to be a moun- 
tain torrent, leaping from rock to rock, and sleeping 
through the valley. In casting a glance fkrther round, 
you perceive squares and patches of every shade of 
green and yellow which, to a European, b perhaps the 
most striking part of the interesting scene. Corn, and 
fruit, and vegetables, and crops of every kind, may be 
seen in all their stages, from the act of sowing to that 
of grath^ring them in ; — ^here, a field of barley luxuri- 
antly g^een :^there, another in frdl maturity, which the 
Indians are busily reaping : — ^next to it, a crop just ap- 
pearing above the ground:-— fiirther on, another arrived 
at half its growth: — ^beyond it, a man guiding a pair of 
oxen, yoked to a shapeless stick, the point of which 
scratches the earth sufficiently for the reception of the 
seed, which another man is scattering in the furrows : — 
trees bearing fi*uit, and at the same time putting forth 
buds and blossoms, complete the scene of luxuriance. I 
beheld in the full beauty of truth, that charming land- 

7* 
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■cape in the ▼alley of Qtiito, deiHcted hy Mannontel in 
hii interesting tale of ** The IncaB.*' 

In a word, was I not mctoally in that dime which 
the poet deecribes merely as imaginary — 

'* Where weiterii gales eternally reiide, 
And all the seasons lavish all their pride ; 
Blossoms, and A'oits, and flowers together rise, 
And the whole year in gay coaAision lies ?" 

Yet it reqoires only to raiae the eyes horn the lap of 
this fruitful Eden to behold the widest contrast in the 
realms of nature. Naked and arid rocks rise in moral 
precipices around : high abo?e these, mountains beaten 
by furious tempests, frown in all the bleakness of steri- 
lity : higher still, the tops of others, reposing in the re- 
gion of sternal snow, glisten uninfluenced in the pre- 
sence of a tropical sun. 

I stopped for some minutes <m the yerge of the preci- 
pice to look upon a scene so wonderfully strange ; in- 
deed, my horse, of his own accord, made the first pause, 
and with outstretched neck, ears advanced, and fre- 
quent Snorting, showed that he was not unaware of the 
abyss beneath, and seemed to enquire how it was to be 
descended ; for the road, in a sudden turn, winding 
round the face of the precipice, is at first completely 
concealed fh)m view; and, although it appeared as if I 
could have ^ thrown a biscuit*' into the town from the 
heights where I first discovered it, a short league is the 
calculated distance, and full three quarters of an hour 
were occupied in descending, before I entered the sub- 
urbs. Here, again, I was surprised to find that the 
town, which, from the height I had just left, appeared 
to be upon a -flat, was in reality built upon hills, and 
that some of the streets were extremely steep, which 
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circumstance akme miift cooTey a tolerabto idea of the 
depth of the valley in which the city of La Paz is si- 
tuated. Among the objects which composed this singu- 
lar and wonderful scenery, the huge condor, on bis 
broad expanded wings soaring over the abyss, most not 
be forgotten. 

I went from iawho to tamibo in search of a lodging, 
but foond them all fall of travelling merchants and 
muleteers, or affording such indifferent accommodation 
as I saw no necessity for putting up with in a flourish- 
ing city where better might be had. John Caspar La- 
vater truly says, that ** he who is content with common, 
gross, or homely objects, is a vulgar being, incapable of 
sentiment, and undeserving of better.** This of course 
does not apply to the generally discontented man, 
whom nothing can satisfy ; but to him who, happening 
to have the choice of good or bad, is indifferent about 
it, and disregards those little comforts which others de- 
light in having around them. Money I did not want ; 
but there are occasions where money is of no ^^, and 
those occasions occur in South America more frequent- 
ly, perhaps, than in any other part of the world. 

I wandered up and down the streetsf literally worn 
out with fatigue and hunger, my peones and my poor 
animals not less so than myself. Here I am, said I, an 
utter stranger, and in absolute want of b6d and board ; 
this is a fair opportunity for putting to the test those 
oflen proffered services and complimentary generosities 
of a South American. I may now ascertain if those 
eompliments, in which he is so prone to indulge at first 
sight, even towards those of whom he knows nothing, 
are in all cases merely habitual empty ceremonials ; or, 
if they have not sometimes the solid basis of honesty 
and liberality. 
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**Patfafio/'* Mid I, to the first, decent peraoi^ who 
passed, (tountryman bemg the teem which strangers 
use in civilly accosting each other in this country) 
^paisano!** said I, '*pray whoso house is that ?" point- 
ing to a very large and respectable looking mansioip, 
with a fine old-fiishioned gateway to the street. ** That 
is the house of Don Manuel Valdivien,** replied the 
stranger. ** What sort of a fellow is he ?" said I. «' A 
worthy, excellent man,*' replied the stranger. Good ! 
thought I to myself. ^ Is he married ?** said I. '* Yes, 
and has a family,** said the stranger. ^* And what sort 
of a feUotD is the wife?*' asked I. '*So, so! — rather 
hasty, but that's nothing,** replied the stranger, 
adding, as in exculpation, ^^ They say she is amiable, 
but not quite so much so as her husband.** There may 
be no great harm in that, said I to myself. '* Do you 
think, pauano," said I, ** that I could obtain a lodging 
in the house?** *^ And why not? There is plenty of 
room for you and for your horses also: do you wish 
that I should accompai^y you?** said the stranjj^er. 
** What !** said I, " have you any share in the house ; or 
are you acquainted with Don Manuel Valdivien?** 
^ No,, not I,*' said he : *^ but seeing you are a stranger, 
if you need my services I will accompany you.^'' ** A 
thousand thanks, paisano^^ said I, ** I shall give you nv 
farther trouble, for I shall go and present myself^ to 
Don Manuel, and acquaint him with my situation.** 
Wishing the stranger good morning, I rode through the 
gateway into a spacious court, where the clattering of 
my horses' feet soon attracted several persons to a bal- 
cony, of which the old-fashioned balustrades of rudely 
carved wood extended round the house on the first 
floor. 

I enquired, civilly taking off my hat, if Don Manuel 
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VilibTien waa tt hwne 7 " Via, StUt !" re^iad ma. 
ml roku at the nme time. I then dimKHinted at tlie 
l<x>t of ■ Ur^ etona itair-CMe, mtcDding to Mosnd it 
to the bakouf , wben I heard > fennJe loics hiadlj es- 
, cbuni, — " Doo Jklannat is (Ib^ho^ the UMla, u>d Dobo- 
. Af ihall Bee him oaw !" - No, Seilora," replied one of 
. the domeitics, rBqwctTnllf , " be ii ■moking a ciE*''> ft' 
I have jiut ttken him tlM tnaterilo.''* " That i> no- 
thing to the pnrpcm, bidimi .f he ia Mill in bed, and 
nobody ahaU diatnrb him," aatd the fiiat female, in a 
tone ao atontlj' atttboritatWe, aa made it eaaj to tneu 
this to be the ladj " ^ge nm" and D<Aa dt la com. . 
I agree with the "Childe" in thinking that — 

I therefeie ascended the atiir-caM to the balconj, and 
with loinewhal of a dignified conEdence, apptoachad 
tbe ladj, whom I accDSted with more of the French 
manner than ths £ngliah, becanae the fbrmet U more 
■educing, and, out of England, is erer; where preferred 
. to the cold tbrmalit; of the latter. M; bow*, however, 
which 1 made with theatrical predaian frran one end of 
the balcoojr to the other, and, aa I thought, with infi- 
nite grace, were all to no piirpoee ; tbey did not obtain 
in letum a mngle cnrtaey or obeiaance of ftoy kind. 

I certainly ahotlld not state the whole truth, if I did 
Dot coDftHB that 1 lelt " iaiKtd^ and to the bjatanders 
I know I moat have appeared eimjpteuoiu. The Udy , a 
t^ fine figure, stood for arane lime like a pillar of nit 
to mj politely-Etadied address ; but at length, when to 

• A HDiiJI lUvei pan for hoMliif Ore Ibr ll|titlii( cifan. 

t India! Indivl proDounced vhli emphadi and ia anier, when 
addrFwIng in Indiiin, t>l]ilaidedaiBiiepi[lMtofr«]inMchUiUiat 
rue, UMt meiuu qiills u mach H /«rf, UHkMtai, u—iUnt, vU- 
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tiiOM hems and hawi, and a's and^\ (wIugIi are usoally 
stammered oot in audden disappointment and confbBion,) 
she haoifhtily asked — ** What do you want ?*' I really 
did not know what to answer. I could not well say, 
^ I *11 trouble ybu for a nighfs lodgtngf, and something 
to eat !** But, summoning back the ** brisk confidence** 
that had nearly deserted me, I replied, that ** I wished 
to see SeJior Don Manuel Valdivien.** To this the lady 
retorted in a sharp tone—" You can*t see him,^ and 
half turned the back part of her person towards me. 
^ The extreme kindness I hare always experienced," I 
exclaimed, ** SeHora mia, from your amable$ fNStsanas, 
prevents me from supposing, even for an instant, that 
the beams from those. eyes can be converted into fiery 
darts at the tongue, to strike with harshness upcm an 
unknown and unoffending stranger !** The lady looked 
full at me for a momept, then averting her hesid, looked 
downwards, enabling me thereby to twist myself into 
one of those wooing attitudes, which we so often see in' 
a pantomime, when Colin peeps over the shoulder into 
the fiuce of his half-unwilling Chloe. Having fixed 
my eyes upon the quick,- round, and fiill black 
orbs of the lady, I followed their wandering move- 
ments, whilst I said, in somewhat of a whining tone, 
accompanied with an affected smile, ^ Perdoita^ Senora, 
if I mistake not, I have the honour of speaking to la 
umabU pairona^ (the amiable mistress of the house), 
^* and that being the case, I have no need of seeing Don 
Manuel, for my business, although of infinite import- 
ance to myself depends altogether on the kind disposi- 
tion and grood will of the lady I have the honour of 
addressing, and the still greater honour o€ poniendome a 
BUS pia*^ — a usual Spanish compliment to ladies, mean- 
ing literally — 
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*' Madam, I do, ai is oiydiiQr, 
HiMivur the shadow of your shoe-tie.*' 

HaTing said and acted all this with a beooraing' and el- 
iectiTe graoefhl grimace, the patrona at last bluahed a 
little and smiled a little, then turned her head towards 
me, whilst she repaid my compliments with c<»apliments 
from herself and in a tcme of evident good humour, 
asiced; ** Pray, CabaUem^ what business can you have 
with me ?** — ^ Well, Seiiora^ it is in truth no business 
upon bunnetSf but still must be settled, and with your 
approbation too ; it is also of a nature in which I should 
feel proud of an opportunity, in mjr country, to oflfer 
you, Sefiora, the s^rioes of yonr most obedient humble 
•eryant.** — An exceedingly well-judged bow accompa- 
nied the^fiate of this speech. ** CabdUero ! I beg you 
may ocmunand me.** Then really I must diipose of you 
to my personal advantage, said I to myself; for it is get* 
ting late, and if I am obliged to turn out, I may not 
£nd another opportunity for booing myself into a lodg- 
ing fi>r the night. I had commenced to the patrona the 
story of my necessity, or rather of my discomfort, for I 
ymua not by any means in a state of need, when a gen- 
tleman-like man, with mild and prepossessing counte- 
nance, to which a paleness from ill health gave an addi- 
tional cast of interest, accosted me in terms that at onee 
proved him to be Don Manuel Valdivien. 

JSvery body must have experienced that a kind and 
aflyUe reception removes the formality and embarrass- 
m^xt which usually attend a first intjroduction, particu- 
larly when the object of that introduction is to solicit a per- 
sonal fiivour. 'I had no difficulty in explaining my situa- 
tion to 0on Manuel : the moment I mentioned that I 
was an Englishman, he made me welcome in the most 
cordial manner, ordered his servants to take my horses 
and.moles to the eoro^ and oonductcd.me himaelf to a 
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comfortable i^Mutiiieiit, where, to my a^«eable Burprise, 
I found not only tables, chairs, and mmdry conveniencets, 
but actually a four-poat bed, which waa immediately 
prepared for me, by leitingr down its rich scarlet damask 
curtains, and spreading fine Holland sheets edged with 
broad laoe, as were also the pillow cases, which were ' 
beautifully worked. Apologies were then made for the 
lateness of the hour, which rendered it dif&cult to pro- 
cure all the cook wUhed to give me for .dinner, but what 
was in the house, an excellent kind of perch, and a beef 
steak, ^ la Anuncaine^ were served up (on plaU^ of 
course), accompanied with a bottle of very good light 
wine, manufactured from Don Manuel^s vineyards at his 
country place a few leagues from the city. 

Don Manuel had had some large transactions with 
British merchants, which, and personal acquaintance 
with a few individuals of that nation, (naming Greneral 
Miller, Colonel 0*Conor, and Dbctor Nicol,) had, he said, 
very much prepossessed him in their favour, and his 
house should at all times be at the disposal of the Eng- 
lish. 

The brother of Don Manuel, accompanied by his very 
handsome, but very taciturn wife, paid me a complimen- 
tary visit in the course of the evening. He is a gentle- 
~ manly young man, and appeared to me as kind and 
affable as his elder brother. Both of them seemed ta 
to have profited by a very select library of French and • 
Spanish authors, with which the house of Don Manuel 
was provided, and which was to me (since my arrival 
in South America) a subject of as rare and agreeable 
surprise as the four-post bed. ' 

It was quite delightful to stroU, at an early hour, 
thrcAigk the files of peasantry in the firuit and vegetable 
market of La Paz, vrhere they displayed their baskets 
filled with the luxuriant produce of their gardens. 
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porchaaed pineapples, strawberries, banaaas, plantanas, 
omiiges, tunas, and I know not what besideiy all for 
about eighteen pence. They were certainly very g^ood, 
but the strawbearries much inferior in flavour to those of 
the gardens of Euroj|)e. 

The peasant girls, bdth Cholas and Indians, of this 
district, appeared to me of a prettier cast of countenance, 
and they were likewise better dressed, than those of Po- 
tosi; their hats, are very becoming, and although not 
what is called a Polish hat, have some resemblance to it. 
I have seen eyes of brilliant black, ** as if in mourning 
for the murders they had committed," (as a Spanish 
poet has &ttcifully said of those of his mistress,) peep 
with a bewitching effect from under the broad brim, 
that extends, not from the bottom part, but rather from 
the crown of theJiat, and round which a little curtain, 
made of lace, or &ncy-coloured silk, or velvet, is drawn 
up in festoons. 

In the seventeenth century, about one league from 
this Mty, a large mass of solid gold was found by an 
Indian, and purchased for 11,269 dollars, by the Spanish 
viceroy,, who sent it to the cabinet of natural history at 
Madrid, where I beliew it is still to be seen. It was 
supposed to have been detached by lightning from the 
huge Ylimani, in which many veins of gold are known 
to exist Large quantities of native gold have also been 
found firom time to time at the base of the Ylimani, in 
a lake situated at the enormous elevation of 15,780 feet 
above the level of the sea. This lake of Ylimani is 
likewise celebrated for having been made the depository 
of a great part of the treasures of the once-fiimed city 
of Cusco ; it being handed down by tradition, that, al 
the period of the Spanish conquest, tiie Indians carried 
then» thither, and sunk them in the lake to secure them 
from the rapacity of their invaders. In confirmation of 
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tbii tradition, tejenl uticlea of guld ha*e be«n found 
at difibrent limea) and the bdief of the fact haa given 
riae to a company fi>T divining; the lake, nhlch, it ap- 
peara, may be aoDotnpIiBhed to a certain extent, at a 
moderate eipenae. 

A gentleman of Tucuman, BeSor Gnunticho, whom 1 
had met daring m; sta; in that town, bat wha was now 
eatabliabed here in eitengive commercial boiiiQeaB, chiefly 
in Peravjan bark, inriled me to a large dinner party, 
where I met General Feraindez, the prefect of La Paz, 
and aevaral other gentlemen of reipeetatahty and dia- 
linction. We aat dowo, aiiteen perstma, to a. moet ez- 
cellenl dinner, snd passed three houra in aa cheerftil 
conviviality an I ever recollect to have enjoyed at the so- 
cial board. Among the nnmeroiu diahea that burthened 
the table, the moat remarkable was an enormous mass of 
carrK con cvfro, (meat in the hide.) It had the ^ipear- 
ance of a singed calf lervcd np whole, and therefore, by 
a person nuacqoainted with its merits, it could not be 
supposed to present a pleasing or prepossessing liuen. 
But the moment the monstrous di^ was laid upon the 
taUe by the united exertions of two attendants, 1 
observed the eyes of each gaeat expand with delimit, 
and every counteoance shine with a smile of welcome, 
as at the introduction of sonje weU-known agreeable 
friend, from whose mirth^inspiring talents all were pre- 
pared to receive entertainment. I &lt deeply the pun- 
gency of remorse at my own insensibility, but resolved 
that no hasty opinion, fbonded on external appearance,^ 
should prejudice me against that which seemed to c«n- 
mand universal esteem % neither ahonld it indnce me to 
remain any longer in ignorance of mnih, that possibly 
needed only to be known to be coveted and enjoyed. 

General Feniandea, by the courteous laws of treee- 
denoe, was the first to put to the test the skill of the 
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ctnet, wh«Be decterilf proved him to be no novice in 
the mbject befbie him. It wra gratifying to see th« 
position taken up b; the gener&l, uul the laudable im- 
pUience with which be waited to attack : boldlj uttuv 
apoa hie chair, abowing an impoaing &<Hit, with each 
winf, that ia, each hand, firmlj poBted on the table, the 
knife grasped in one, the fork in the other, erect aa hal- 
berta, — with a well-choeea distance between, designed to 
receive that npon wliich be was prepared to charge with 
the avidity of a Mohawk. Ho had not long to endure 
this painful state of au^nse; ample employment, to 
his very heart's content, was given to him with all possi- 
ble speed. " Que becado ton rico ! — delieioto 1 — rifui- 
funo ."' was pronounced with the forcible emphasis of a 
fill! mouth at every mouthful. 

The honour of pcecedence was neit conceded to me, 
wliea I soon ascertained bejoud all manner of doabt 
tbe truth of Lord Chesterfield's simile, that, <■ the proof 
rf the podding ia the eating of it," and also proved that 
the genoral was a man of honour, above flattery, and 
bad epoken nothing bat the troth in his laudatory ejacn- 
htionB— "What a savoury bit! — deKcioua! — snpotla- 
tively rich I" — which " nobody can deny" who has the 
good fiutone to taste carnr con eii^ro. 

This fesourite lumry, peculiar, I believe, to South 
America, is thus described in Miller's Memoirs. " Tb« 
moment a bullock is killed, the flesh on each aide of the 
spine, begiiming at the rump, is cut out with enough 
of the hide to meet or lap over, so as to prevent the 
juices tmn esciqiuig : it ia then covered with embers, 
and roasted like a potato." It is a dish deserving a first 
rank in the eminently distinguished pages of the jUhm- 
Twchi del Goaimandi. 

Of the handsome ladies of La ^z, I am bonnd to 
mention La Seivra Gentralo, the pretect'a blooming 
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young wife, with whoie worthy and respectable family I 
waB acquainted at Potosi. She did me the favour to 
present me from her collection of beautiful birds with 
one highly &med for its wonderful singing, and, when 
domesticated, for its familiar and diverting qualities. It 
is here called (ordo, about the size of our blackbird, but 
of more graceful form, and entirely of the most lustrous 
jet black. These birds are seldom confined in cages, 
but suffered to run about the rooms and passages as they 
please, which they do without fear of cat or dog ; and 
although they run under foot, they are too sagacious and 
too much on the alert to be trampled upon. 

The tordo is common in Chile, but it is, I imagine, of 
a different species from these, which are brought from 
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, and which, from the difficulty 
of conveying in safety over the cold regions of the Co];- 
dillera, seU readily at La Paz for twenty and thirty dol- 
lars each. I hired an Indian for the express purpose of 
carrying mine in all the luxury I coidd devise for its 
comfort, and he sucoeeded in delivering it safe at Potosi, 
hot the coldness of the climate there deprived me in a 
few weeks of my little companion. 

The city of La Paz is the great emporium of Peru ; 
all merchandise from the coast of the Pacific is convey, 
ed hither, then carried off by merchants, great and 
small, to the towns and villages of the interior ; and, I 
must confess, that since I strolled down Cheapside a 
twelvemonth ago, I have not seen such crowded streets, 
or so much bustle in the transactions of business. The 
frontbpiece represents an Indian of the district of Po- 
tosi, in his gala^dress, bargaining with a Cholaof Cosha^ 
bamba. The sketch was taken from li& by a native in La 
Paz. 

English goods are abundant, and are preferred to either 
French or German manu&ctures, which seem, however. 
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to ha»o ■ Tory Mr ilure of the Durket. Every •ort'of 
fliEnay, tinsdl, gtxrg^w, uid ctigoea of divers kindi of 
wonblflSB Brtides, luuolaable at home, were ftt first im- 
ported by Eiuopeu merchanU, in the hope of finding a 
ready sale here. Wlnther tbey did <« not ia best known 
to thenuelvea, bat now lU auch articleH are duly dei- 

I have heard many lamentable complaints in En{^ 
land, and oof public papers have been filled with InTec- 
lire, against tha South AmericuiB lor ontrapping John 
Bull, tuid obtuning millions of his money under &lM 
pretences. But, if the voice of theae people could be 
u eiuily heard, and their two or three oewapapera obtain 
M extensive circulation as the ten lliousand and one of 
those who aceose and uperse them, 1 am disposed to 
believe, that if they could not altogether disprove the 
alleged charges, they would at least, by any honest jury, 
be strongly recommended to mercy, on the ground of 
their being " moie sinned against than sinning." 

With respect to (he mUHom of money said to hate 
been obtained in loans from Elngland, I am aware that 
those who have been disappointed in the payment of the 
interest upon the noBey thoy subecribed to those loans, 
can receive but little consolation &om being reminded, 
that only a very small portion of their cash was sent lo 
South America ; that the greater part of it may be 
traced into the coffers of English contractors and Eng' 
liah manufacturers of some sort or other. Naval and 
military cIcAhing and equipments, arms, ammunition, 
ajud sundry other supplies, at most exorbitant prices, 
swelled (he accounts against several of the South Alas- 
ricin states, and quickly consumed the greater part of 
the amount of the loans. I have seen % sample of many 
thoosuld fire arms so fiinushed, which I am sure any 
gun mann&otoKi wonld gladly sopidy at raui guinea 
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each ; tmt, be that as it may, at one shilling they would 
be a dangerously dear article, although twelve to fifteen 
dollars was the diarge for them here. 

Tlie Morning Herald, eminently distingnished for its 
inqwrtiality on these subjects, had the following obser- 
Tstions on the Mexican loons, which, with the alteration 
of a few words, we may be permitted to apply to those 
of all the states of South America, excepting, perhaps, 
that of Buenos Ayres. ** The English loans have been a 
source of infinite mischief { through them the South 
Americans have been losing their character abroad, and 
if they can manage to pay the interest, will be sadJy 
pinched at home. There is little extenuation of the fi>Dy 
of the persons who rushed into these adventures : they 
'are but the counterpart of the mining schemes, but very 
much blame attaches to those who sweetened the cup's 
edge before they gave it to the public to drink. The im- 
prudent dispersion of such large sums of money, and its 
uselessness to the only purposes that could justify the 
transaction, have produced a disgust in the minds of in- 
telligent men. They think it hard that the country 
should be taxed to pay the interest of that capital it 
never received ; or, received so btmUI a part of tt, as to 
make it quite fair that they should seek a compromise of 
the debt" 

Now, I think it might be distinctly shown, that John 
Bull, by an extraordinary lapse from* that dignity and 
prudence which^ has so long distinguished his commer* 
ctai character among all the nations of the world, did 
himself, in the first instance, by an unusual and unbe- 
coming precipitancy, encourage those loans, for th^y 
were among the greedy and usurious -speculations of 
the day ; and that Igr similar conduct in the second in. 
stance, he has occasioned (in a remote degree at least) 
the suspension of the payment of the dividends. ' 
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At the period when those loons were ocmtracted for, 
associations, under the auspices of individuals enjoying 
the entire confidence of the public^ were formed, and 
others were every day coming forward, with capitals. of 
MiLUONs sterling, for the purpose of raining and 'divers 
other speculations, in South America, promising advan- 
tages of really national importance to the new states. 
These assoeiations, supposed to have been founded upon 
the usual solidity of British enterprise, and expected to 
be conducted by British genius and skill, were consider- 
ed by the South Americans as levers of industry and 
prosperity<, which they themselves had not the power of 
moving, but which they too sanguinely imagined they 
should socm see efficaciously applied, and they were in- 
duced to speculate upon the probable results. 

What these results have been all tlie world knows; 
but no one can pretend to say that the Americans had 
any control- over the silly and disastrous proceedings 
which occasioned them. As in the parallel case of the 
farmer who cannot pay his rent if his crops fail ; so the 
Americans, from many unforeseen causes, within and 
without, have been deprived of the resources on which 
they calculated for paying the interest of their debts. 
Is it fair to assert, that either in their case, or in that of 
th« ^mer, tliere was any intention or design of defraud- 
ing the creditors ? 

It was calculated on grounds which previous experi- 
ence justified, that the duties at reasonable rates upon 
the produce of the mines of Peru, as proposed to be 
worked by British capitalists, would have not only paid 
the interest of the debt of that state^ but speedily' the 
principal. The associations, however, that were formed 
&r the purpose of working those mines, and set out in 
all the pride, pomp, and splendour of munificent prodi- 
jgality, suddenly disappeared without any thing fiirther 
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being heard of them; they tumbled ^am their giddy 
height, and sank into a proportionate degree of degra^ 
dation, leaving directors and shareholders involved in 
iaw, oppressed by debt, beset with duns, and this in some 
xases without having even attempted the object for which 
those associations were specifically formed. Enormous 
sums were expended, which went, not into the pockets 
of South Americans, as some erroneously imagine, but 
sometimes into those of the conooctors of the schemes, 
sometimes into those of contractors for mines, and con« 
tractors for cargoes of implements and goods — true 
Britons all. Neither can the expenditure attending use- 
less establishments, exorbitant salaries, extravagant pre- 
parations, and wild goose expeditions, be said to have in 
any wuy benefited the South Americans. It would 
scarcely be fair to debit them with the few thousand 
pounds that have been expended in their country in the 
travelling expenses of chief commissioners, even al- 
though it may appear that each had unlimited means, 
and travelled according to his own idea of luxury and 
enjojrment One, for instance, accompanied by his sec- 
retary of legation, with a suite of other dignitaries, 
posted in a coach and four, escorted by outriders, and 
followed by baggage- wagons, laden with portable kitch- 
ens, portable beds, portable soups, chronometers, hydro- 
meters, barometers, theodolites, and peppermint drops.* 
Another, with less ecUu but more amusement, leisurely 
pursued his way through tertidias^ balls, pic-nic piurties, 
dinner parties, and debating societies, charmed with the 
speeches of orators who in eloquence rivalled Charles 
Fox.t 



* See the startinf of the Potoei, La Paz, and Peruvian Mining 
Expedition from Buenoe Ayree. 
t See Andrews' South America, vol. i. pp. 83 140 160, asi. 
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A third, of a very different temperament from either 
of the foregoing, preferred wagh ri^g, and trained 
himself into such galloping condition upon beef and wa- 
ter, &at nothing could kill him, — ^tired ten and twelve 
horses a day,* — ^received "constant falls,** and tumbled, 
harmless, not indeed into gold and silver mines, but into 
« biscacha holes'* when in full gallop, daylight an<f dark, 
**" riding against time,** across the noble plains of the 
Pampas.t So inveterate did this mania of galloping be- 
come, that we are induced to believe it excited sensa- 
tions similar to those experienced in cases of hydrophp- 
bia, for in ** several** attempts to cool the system by 
plunging into rivers, and ** swimming about on horse- - 
back,** the water has been abandoned for the "inex- 
pressible delight of galloping without inexpressibles on 
a horse without a saddle, stark naked along the banks of 
a river under a burning hot sun.**{ 

No important obstacle occurred <Mi the part of the na- 
tives of South America, nor to this hour has any objec- 
tion been proved to exist against the feasibility of mining 
to advantage in that country. "Hie South American 
iniTimg speculations &iled through mismanagement; 
fout, in assigning this as the principal cause, we must 
not forget the extraordinary infiituation of the times, the 
T)atrageous ifeeling of cupidity which pervaded all ranks, 
such as probably never before to the same degree dis- 
graced the generous character of British enterprise. In 
the various transactions of business, sobriety itself 
^ ceased to be sober,'* and revelled without heed in the 
extravagant delusions of the day. Judgment, prudence, 
caution, method, were all abandoned in the delirium 
caused by the hope of inunediate gain. It seemed as if 

* Head's Aougb Notes, p. 50. 
tIdem,p.S3, 83, 83. 
$ Idem, p. 334, 236. 
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that ■eeuraed fieod BTarice bad betm.anddenl]' tel iooae, 
and ipread her peatile&tial influeoce OTei all cUnes of 
■ocietf , mdueing a general coDDiTauce at even the nuat 
disreputable acta of cbicane. The ordiaar]> obligationi 
between man and man weie hourly infringfed'witii utter 
indifierence; and reputations, till then unimpeached, 
wete tboughtlesetj sacrificed to the inaatiable thirst of - 
pun. But to return to those acts more immediotel; 
(ymnecled with loiaiag associations, to which the public 
&enzj was prindpallj directed. Man; purchased ahares 
■t exorbitant premiums, with the eipeclalion of returns 
■till more exorbitant, even before it vrai possible to ap[dy 
the means bj which alone Iboae retumi could be made ; 
titen, when their greedy hopes met with a delay that in 
their excilerosnt waa never contemplated, the shareB 
were" nhsold at a ruinous discount, and the schenlM 
abandonBci on the groundlesa pretext of tbeir uoworthi. 
ikoss. Others, hoping suddenly to enrich themselves at 
the expense of their neighbours within the convenient 
' precincts of the stock exchange, thought little of apeco- 
lations beyond the Atlantic, the results of which wete 
loo tardy fbi their ungovemtlile impatience. These in- 
discretions and misdemeanours, coople^ with general 
mismanagement, caused a reaction in the public mind, 
terminating in despair and diagnat: the sudden effects 
of 'Which, no less disastrous in the new world than in 
the old, led to a general subveiaioo of all schemes, plans, 
and projects, whether ill or well devised. Then follow. 
ed deftlcalions in the payment of inst^ments ( forfeiture 
of shares ; protesting of bills ; cancelling of conttacta, 
,and abimdonmcnt of enterprises, even upon the spot, (aa 
Miller justly observes on the subject of minci in PeruJ 
" where nature had provided the means of ample remU' 
neraUon, had prudence been consulted, fbresight employ- 
ed, and economy adhered to." 
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On' the subject of /atZiir«, we should' also bear in iqind 
that, at the period to which I have alluded, there was a 
C(Hivulsion in the money market of England, and a panic 
throughout the eommercial world, unparalleled in its ef> 
fects, and calculated at the time to overthrow the most 
promising designs. 

Admitting, however, every objection to the continua- 
tion of South American mining- pursuits at the before- 
mentioned period, there is not one of them that proves, 
as some have asserted, that the speculation is impraeti' 
cable ; nor do they' refute the arguments of those, who, 
having had a fair opportunity of judging, insist that, 
onder proper management, success would have been cer 
tain.* 

As the companies of 1835 seemed all to vie with 
each other in expense, one or two items will suffice to 
show, not only how their capitals were lavished, but 
also that the money was not ** buried in America,'* 

An Englishman obtained on his own account certain 
mines in a district, in the immediate neighbourhood of 
other mines which had been previously purchased by a 
company in XiOndon; aware of the mining mania at home 
he returned thither, and disposed of his interest in them 
to a mercantile house for the- sum of jC50,000. This 
interest was afterwards resold (with a liberal commission 
no doubt) to the company previously estaUished ; who, 
out of their large capital, thought little in those specu- 
lating days of such a sum for two or three additional 
mines, even though already in possession of more than 
they could work. 

I have heard i&om good authority, that in one Com- 
pany a solicitor*! bill amounted to nearly jC 10,000, of 

* Tbis aeeiDs to obtain eubstantial corroboratioTi from the recent 
revival of one or two of the Mexican Minii^ Associations, after 
all the diiasteiB attendkig their lavish expenditure. 
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which the government hada fiiir ehare of pro6t,>r 
one item was JBIOOO for stamps. It must be observed* 
that this Company had been involved in three lawsuits. 
The expenses of the Potosi Association, as im- 
provident as those of any Company that was formed, 
though probably a less amount per share has been paid 
than at any other, may be calculated, first and last, at 
je70,000, of which I can testify that not one twelfth part 
has been expended on mines or mining. A great por- 
tion of the cargo already spoken of was furnished by a 
London hense, and our chief commissioner has affirm- 
ed, that on a comparison of invoices, it appeared to 
have been charged from twenty to thirty per cent, too 
high. Certainly, the Americans had no benefit in 
these and similar transactions; nor can it be pretended 
that those sums were expended on the mines, or ** buri- 
ed In America.'* 

When I arrived at La Paz, Baron Czettrits had left 
it to visit the mines to which allusion has been already 
made, and did not return until the 3rd of October, 
when, in half an hour's interview, as I had anticipated, 
he saw the propriety of abandoning the projects he had 
in view, and of adopting my advice to return to Potosi ; 
but as h0 required a day or two to prepare for the 
journey, I set out without him. 

On taking leave of my kind and worthy host Don 
Manuel, whose house was my home, and at whose well- 
spread table I dined when I pleased, many apologies 
were made for whi^t he called the 'inattention of his la» 
dy to the comfort of her guests, which, from what he 
had read, tod the information he had obtained upon' the 
good-breeding and education of English ladies, must 
appisar strange and uncourteous to an English gentle- 
man." This remark of Bon ManuePs proceeded from 
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eztrtme good nalnre, added to a knowledge, no doubt 
of the alg9 titfa dieposltion of his apooBe. Bat, al- 
tboogh it is certain that the lady never troabled her 
head about me in any way, it really did not attract my 
observation : my most particular wish in any house 
being to be »* let alone,** and su^red to dispose of my 
boors as I may think most congenial to my taste, I sel* 
dom seek to be entertained by the host or hostess, but 
estimate their hospitality in proportion to the liberty I 
am permitted to enjoy. Under this impression, I am 
myself unwilling to impose restraint by forcibly inflict- 
ing my company upon others, merely for the sake of 
shamming the agreeable ; which I hold to be the most 
4wagreeable favour that can be either given or received, 
and never fails to bring on a fit of successive yawns, 
that no forced smile can suppress, no hand, no handker- 
chief conceal, and against which the only remedy it — 
to pack up and be off. 

With repeet to laSenara patrona^ I never saw her ex- 
cept at dinner, when she sat at the head of her table, 
and I beside her, in the place assigned me on her left ; 
Don Manuel sitting on the lady*s right, and some friend 
who chose to walk in at dinner-time filled the vice-pre- 
sident's chair ; it being what is called an open table, 
silver covers were laid every day for fourteen or twen- 
ty persons, though the family consisted of only five or 
six. Soup, as with the French, is a never fiuliug pre- 
liminary at a respectable American's table ; to this the 
lady helped all her guests, then pulling the capacious 
toop-dish (for tureens are not in use) dose to her, she 
helped herself as out of her own plate. When I first 
noticed this striking occurrence, I imagined that it pro. 
oeeded fW>m a laek of plates, but, on casting a g^lance 
round, the piles of silver that stood upon the side-table 
proved that it was a mere matter of convenience to the 
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kdy heraelf, and did not in the least deter the gnetts 
fWim fending a aecond time for pottafe, or her 'from 
helping it. 

There it aeldom mnch time for converaation at one of 
these dinners, which, from the sitting down te table on- 
til -rising from it, searoelj occupies an boor. Each 
gentleman, nn he dines, calls for ^fuegoP* when an at- 
tendant immediately presents him with the braterUo^ or 
if that happens to be engaged, with a spoon containing 
a bit of ignited charcoal, at which he lights his cigar; 
then by degrees the iwhole party vanish in a cloud of 
smoke, and for the nest hour majbe found indulging in 
the siesto. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Departure from La Pax-— PenM>naI alarm and momentary despair 
—Confidence and consblationr-' The very best thing in the 
world* is in some cases *■ the very worst* — Kindness of manner 
of more avail than a full purse— Return td Potoei— Downfall of 
the Association. 

October 5th, left La Paz for Potosi, and in the even- 
^ ing bore the pelting of a tremendous hail-storm, which, 
in spite of all sneers at a similar adventure- of Baron 
Munchausen's, positively pursued closely for several 
miles before it overtook me. It came down with a force 
that raised the dust along the whole extent of the jJain, 
so as to give it an appearance of the sea when rolling in 
with fury upon a beaeh ; and on my looking occasion- 
ally behind, it conveyed, with no very pleasing sensa- 
tions, an idea of those waves of moving sand, in which 
whole caravans have been overwhelmed in the deserts 
of Africa. 
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7Ui. Unpfetaant we&tber with enow and sleet. When 
about fimr leagoet from the poet where I intended to 
take Up my qaarters for the night, I was suddenly 
seised with an illness, accompanied hy violent pain, 
which rendered me utterly unable to endure the move- 
ment of my horae, and compelled me to alight and 
stretch myself on the road side, *where I lay full five 
hours in agonji and with symptoms that led me to sup- 
pose 1 must have burst a blood vessel or ruptured an 
artery. I confess that I felt a sense pf alarm to which 
I was not accustomed, and even detected myself with 
downcast head and folded arms, yielding in dejection to 
the gloomy dictates of that desponding matron Melan- 
choly, *' Goddess of the tearful eye,* — but neither my 
Borrow, my apprehension, nor my care', was of bng du- 
ration. In the serious events of lifo, there are few 
cases in which the mind may not summon to its aid 
sentiments of a tendency, not only to soften the severest 
ills and to banish gloom from the darkest cavern of de- 
spair, but to inspire a confidence which the world can* 
not shake. 

*' Omnipotent Power ! 
*Ti»Clilne to lull t|ie agonising hour, 
To cbarm the burden from the sool, and give 
The tears that solace and the hopes that live.** 

• 

In giving to the world a journal of the ordinary oc- 
ciirrences of life, it is difficult to exclude all those which 
are of a merely personal nature, and as such, frequently 
have little or no interest for the general reader ; but, to 
suppress the subjects of our serious thoughts, merely 
from a feeling of false shame, would, I conceive, be a 
tacit admission, that our apprehension of the opinions 
of men was stronger than our reverence for Him, in 
whom ** we live, and move, and have our being.*' It is 
an acknowledged truth, that our present and eternal 
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interestfl an so iniepaFable, that one can hardly be 
treated of without allusion to the other ; in the intervals, 
therefore, of the busiest worldly occupations, moment- 
ous reflections will interpose. Life is but a web of ^ 
*' mingled yam, good and ill together,'* — a succession of 
contrary events from grave to gay, and he who records 
them must of necessily present similar incongruities in 
his pages. Be this, then^ my excuse, if excuse be re-> 
quisite, for occasionally turning the thought 

" From vain and vile, to soUd and sublime !'* 

Had I been in the midst of a congregation of thousands, 
under the dome of Saint Paulas, listening with due at- 
tention to the sonl*inspiring notes of the anthem, the 
scene, with all its imposing attributes, could not have 
surpassed in solemnity, or more effectually impressed 
the mind with devotional feelings, than that in which, 
on the present occasion, I found myself placed. The 
dreary solitude of a desert, in pain and sickness, remote 
from every relief, deprived of the companionship of 
friend or stranger, was assuredly a situation in which 
even the severe **■ who blush at what is right," — *^ they 
who profess to know Grod, but in works deny him,*' will 
scarcely consider it artificial piety, or the mere mo- 
mentary effusion of a mind alarmed, if a man c^ualfy . 
thougE openly, avows that, in the absence of all earthly 
aid, he availed himself of the only consolation he had 
lef^, that of seeking in the balsamic truths snd healing 
sentiments of religion the mitigation of his pain and the 
solace of his cares — that he reposed with confidence on 
the » rod and staff;** with which man may safely "" walk 

through the vaUey of the shadow of death and fear no 
evil." 

We proceeded at a very slow pace, stopping at short 
distances, but ultimately arrived about midnight at the 
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poal of AIo-eio> Tbere, in the ooraet of ■ tu 
my peoDBs moa made me m, loiaricxu bed of ib 
ind kiiliUiiig ■ fire in the middls of the floor, 
from a Moulder of luna an excellent broth, vl 
watooed bighl; with aji, (capdcam,) u b«i 
very beat thing in the world I could take for t 
migre ;'" but it wai probably the very wont, « 
arer that I felt myMlT nothing the heller tor t 
•eription, wbioh, however, wu moat conaeienlii 
commended, and labmiiuTely fiillowed from nee 
m«. iVb hat co*a mtjor qut aji, a-ealt vd, (there'i 
better than red pepper, yon may depend Dpi 
wa* the consolation I receired t>t every spool 
waa oceaaionally thrown into the broth aa it ba 
the fire. 

' 6lh. The morning oommenced with heavy l 
the Btale of delulity to which I fbund niyielf 
dsprived me of courage to encounter it, and 
dined to think, that the quiet in which 1 pi 
etrly part oTthiB.day enabled me to peribrm m] 
to Potott without any thing particular to con 
lor it would be abBurdto complain of that whic 
remedy, and which 1 was ealiafied waa the i 
the country afibrded, I me4n accfNumodation. 
■canty tu il is, we bocoioe reconciled, when 
that, on the other hand, the poor people amoi 
we find ourselvea in defenceiea* wditude are 
' harmleaa beings upon earth, in whose doorleo 
may lay onrnelveB down to sleep, with a conGdi 
bolts and bora do not elsewhere always inau 
wtiom also the slightest condescenuini, or an; 
act of kindness, will gmetally obtain all that . 
their little power to give. 
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Oto the preMiitiiootMon, rnhva I have axrived weary 
end Hunt at a FeraTian hat« with what pore feelings of 
gratitade ha?e I made my acknowledgmentB to the 
ftmilj, who flom theer henevolence have ceded to me 
the only little store they possessed; or when one of 
them, with the rapidity of a deer, has gone sometimee 
a feagne distant among the raoontainsy in pursuit of 
, their goats, and procured me a little milk ! Often haVb 
I alighted from my horse at an yneeasonable hour and 
asked lor milk, offering dollars ; the aniwer inrariably 
was, ^ iVs kai! fie. Aot, SemrV^ They W00I4 not take 
the trouble of getting it for money. But, when I added, 
C* I am Tory unwell, my brothers ; do me the favour, and 
God will repay yon :**)— nny feeble voice, pale cheek, and 
sunken eye, bearing testimony to the truth of what I 
said, the sire of the fiunily, or the matron, twisting her 
hall of thread from the silken wool of the vieona, wonld 
then mutter something in Quichua, when instantly, an 
Mi (earthenware pipkin) would be seized by one of the 
younger members, who would glide away in the pur- 
suit of the flock without a question as to payment. 
And this is savage hospitality ! — Could I expect more 
among the roost polisbed people of the earth ?— Should 
I always have obtained as much 7 

The youth has now returned, and, quite breathless 
from his haste, delivers the oUa into my own hands, 
then retires among his fellows without any expectation 
of reward. Upon examining the oZ2a, I find remuns^of ' 
the last meal sticking to the sides, boiled maize, or po- 
tatoes^ or particles of lama broth,-— His no matter, the 
milk is delicious] and I am more than thankful. 

M. de la Condamine, in his description of the Indians 
of South America, could not have alluded to the Peru- 
vians, when he remarked, that insensibility among these 
people is generally prevalent, which, whether to be dig. 
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nified bj the name of apftthy, or simk into that of ata* 
piditj, be leafoa to the decision of others. *« Undoabt- 
edlj,*' oontinoea he, ^^ it is cansed by a pamsty of ideas 
irhich extend no farther than their vants.** M. de hi 
Gondamine was no sligrbi observer of things; bat I ean- 
not think, nor is it probable, that he inchided the Pern- 
vian Indiai|8 in this oensnre ; because aH that we know 
of them, from the remotest period of their history, con- 
veys a very diflhrent opinion of those pe^>ie ; and, at the 
present day, whoever has been among them, most admit 
that, in their willingness to work as well as in the per « 
Ibrmanoe of it, the imputation of apathy or stupidity 
does not apply to them. Proofs of their indastry meet 
the eye in every valley, and the supplies of every mar- 
ket depend npod their laboor. I believe I ara not sin- 
fpilar in the <^nnion, that their worst qualities have 
been impwted, and that their virtues are their own, not 
cterived from those who for centuries have been blind to 
their merits, and cared so little about turning them to 
a, better account. 

The Peruvian Indians notoriously possess a peaceable, 

anafiending spirit, free, from even an Meutation of those 

^reat mond crimes, the daily commission of which is 

not prevented by rigorous laws and penalties of the 

otmost severity among nations renowned for ciTilisation, 

and boasting of thmr superiority, moral and intellectual, 

above all the nations of the world. We hitve indeed 

seen, that, wheii roused to vengeance, they are, like 

other people, capable of committing every excess, 

But is the moment of excitement the period in which 

we should judge of the character of man 7 The causes 

of that excitement, it has been already shown, proceeded 

f^om an insufibrable yoke of servitude and despotism, 

against whichevery remonstrance had proved meflfectual. 
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Aod laitlj, although that erent was a rebellion, aad 
failed in ite object, yet, if it bad suocoeded, it would, 
beyond a doubt, have been recorded among the glorious 
events of nations. 

Never did any man, from personal observation, so 
mistake the character of a whole people, as the author 
<^ *' Tiavels in Chile and La PlaU." <' With these 
people,** he says, **i8 exemplified what will universally 
bo met with over South America, that to confer a favour 
is to purchase an enemy." Was ever so uncharitable a 
sentiment uttered by a good, kind hearted man 7 I ap- 
peal to the bitterest enemy of South Americans to testify 
its utter injustice. Again, that autlior observes, **they 
are governed by no moral feelings, but will submit to a 
haughty, overbearing tyranny, no matter by whom 
practised.** I will not enter into a defence of their mo- 
rality, which, upon the whole, would probably be found 
not less pure than that of other nations who have ekam- 
ple, precept, and education, to instruct them in their 
moral duties, whilst here are none of these. But, expe- 
rience enables me stoutly to deny the concluding accu- 
sation, fi>r I have seen, and, on more occasions than 
one, have myself practised those threats, as silly as they 
are vain, which hasty persons too often deal in, and 
none more than SKlqr Anghnt^ under the mistaken idea 
of obtaining immediate compliance with their wishes. 
I have seen, and I have occasionally practised, to my 
cost and disappointment, a haughty, overbearing man- 
ner to postmaster^, tradesmen, peones, and other per- 
sons in this country, and in no single instance was the 
object gained by such unbecoming and futile acts of 
impatience. I have seen offered, and I have myself 
offered on those occasions, large sums, to show that I 
was willing to pay for what I required ; but no bribe 
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could obtain it, or ittdnoQ thera to Aftke the slighteit 
exortion in my behalf, afler they had been ofiended and 
brow beaten; and it mast be aoknowledged that, if 
they labmit to this **havghty overbeikrin|i( tyranny," 
it is not becaose they want either the power or the 
opportunit}^ of resenting it, for travellers are in &11 
oases completely at the mercy of the natives. Upon 
the whole, I think it will be found by every impartial 
person, that if they have no great virtaes to recom- 
mend them, neither have they any great vices to canse 
them to be shunned or abhorred ; and we should do well 
to remember that there is always a greater readinees 
to expose what is faulty, than to acknowledge what is 
good. 

Potosi, October 12. Here have I arrived early on the 
eighth day, alter a journey of nearly 350 miles with my 
own horses — ^good going — ^but which I am induced to 
mention, because I have performed an exploit under 
circumstances, which I have been given to understand, 
prove fatal in most cases in this country to the strongest 
constitution, particularly when rest and quiet cannot be 
obtained. I may therefore be permitted, in terms of 
deeper import than merely worldly compliment, to con* 
gratulate myself on having arrived at home, safe and 
well— «so well that, in the opinion of some perhaps, I 
oughi to blot out all the story of my misfortune, in order 
to avoid a jeering condemnation for having mentioned 
in a tone of gravity a merely personal incident, which 
half the world would have regarded as altogether trivial, 
and no more have thought of, when once it had passed. 
I too may have thought but slightly of it, tpften once if 
had. passed, because, transient as the morning dew is 
the impression which dangers, mercies, and deliverances 
make ^upon the hearts of men. Half the world also 
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nujr poMibly not rtollect, that the trimi eyents of 
•Tery day, of «?ery poMing hoar, may determine our 
state in this world, or remore ns beyond it ; and that in 
them, patience and -self-government are as requisite, 
and can be as forcibly displayed as in those of greater 
importance. He who possesses a mind capable of 
bearing onraffled the minor molestations of li^ can 
also bear with composure its heavier afflictions ; and he 
who is thus armed, let the darts of adverse fortune be 
discharged upon him when and whence they m^y, will 
undauntedly oppose them, or calmly endure their as- 
iaults undismayed. 

I found upon my table letters from far and near; some 
containing oflbrs for the sale of mines, some for working 
them on terms of mutual accommodation ; others con- 
taining proposals for supplying timber, fuel, and fiirage, 
for our far-famed establishment: the permanency of 
which seemed insured to the natives by the arrival of 
the largest and most valuable cargo that ever entered 
the port of Arica« To these letters I replied in terms 
qf courtesy, concealing, as man is ever wont to do, the 
reverses which have suddenly hurled him from proud 
prosperity into humiliation and distress, for I now had 
authentic information, that such was our fate, as the 
following extract of a letter from oar chief engineer will 
clearly testify. 

^ I am too i^uch agitated with the events of the last 
few days, to give you any thing like a circumstantial 
account of what has passed. 

'* Three of oor directors have sent a power of attorney 
to take possession of the cargo of the Potosi, to pay cer- 
tain claims ; this power was sent by a special messen- 
ger from Buenos Ayres to Valparaiso, and. arrived here 
about a week ago, when the whole of the cargo was 
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attached, and, althoag^U I protested agaioBt it, the order 
was made absolute. The IrUendente, indeed I may say 
al! the authorities here, are inclined to do every thing 
in their power to^vour us ;•b^t there was no possibility 
of doing any thing on my mere ipte dixit against such 
apparently regular papers as were presented. 

^ Upon seeing the anthoHties under which this act 
took place, I was quite thunderstruck ; but, by a little 
manoeavre, I managed to sell the whole of the qnicksil- 
?er, in order to enable me to support the people here." 
.Upon reading the foregoing I felt precisely what the 
writer mentions with respect to himself—^* I was q.uite 
thimderstruck !*' 

From Lima \ received a letter from our chief com- ' 
missioner, mentioning his intended departure in a few 
days from that place, and stating, what was no cause of 
surprise to me, that, ^* his voyage to Lima had been 
completely fruitless. I now see,*' said he, "' that the 
minister of finance of this government is only trifling 
with me, and it were folly to remain here idle.'* 

It was folly, in my opinion, to go at all; and I main- 
tained, from the commencement, the unreasonableness 
of the expectation of obtaining a reduction of duties 
from a government that was neither to receive return 
for the fovour, nor was in any way connected with our 
speculation. Under the existing state of things, 'the 
government, the laws, the duties and customs of Lower 
Peru, have no more to do with those' of Upper Peru, 
where our establishment was to have been' fixed, than 
the laws and customs of the port of Ckmstantinople have 
to do with those of Petersborgh ; and 1 am inclined to 
think, that the Reis Effendi, or the Kisslar Agar, would 
not long ** trifle** with any stranger who should require 
the favour of landing a whole cargo, and of driving 
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thrM tbooMiid mules laden with goods through the 
Ottoman dominions ''doty free,** into th« state of a 
jealous, enTions, and enried neighbour, who alone was 
to derive all the benefit from the importation. 

November Ist There is not probably in the world a 
town of such extant, and possessing so many inhabitants 
as Potosii where there is so little society, and where 
there are no means of amusement, beyond the resources 
that persons may possess within themselves. Society 
is confined, literally, to two or three fiunilies of two or 
three persons, to whose hooseswe sometimes go for 
half an hour in an evening to sip mate through a tube» 
to hear a guitar gingled, or to sit on a bench against a 
wall, wrapped to the chin in our doaks, replying ** Si, 
iSbior,*' to every body's tale concerning the severity of 
the cold winds from the south. The ladies,* squatting 
on a rug upon the floor, huddled in a corner, and covered 
up in their woollen mantles, occasionally press us to. 
take another mati, but complete the scene of enrnti, by 
their total want of occupation, than which nothing can 
be more unsightly and repugnant to those who have 
been accustooMd to fiimale society in England; where, 
from the nursery to the age of spectacles, the needle i^ 
actively [died, even until its eye has become undistin- 
guishable to the eyes of the person who empbys it, and 
who* may frequently be seen fencing at it in vain with 
the sharpest pointed thread, until a grand-child, or some 
accommodating friend, when aU*hopes of success have 
fiuled, kindly undertakes to hit the mark, and thus fur- 
nishes th^ means of pursuing^ this habitual pastime, 
infinitely preferred by English ladies to that state 
which has already been described as a dilieUux repo$. 

With respect to the male society, where men have 
congregated in a place fi>r one single pursuit, one only 
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object) and wbore that oocapien them fi'om morning till 
nigfaft, it can easily be imagined that neither their con- 
versation nor their thonghts are oflen turned irdm the 
main point. I am inclined to think, from the saroplee 
with which I have had the pleasure of being in contact, 
that in the mining d^riets of Cornwall, we shall hear 
nothmg in the course of conyersation in a long sum- 
mer's day with any of the gentry there employed, that 
would leave us room to doubt f heir daily occupation, or 
to suppose that, in their opinion, there was any other 
bosiaess in the world than mining. So in Potosi ; go 
where you wiQ, turn where you may, nothing is to be 
heard but the proceedings of the ingenios, the good or 
bad run of a recently discovered vein, the superiority of 
a oettin mine ; which latter, by the«by, I have general- 
ly observed, ranks in the estimation t)f the proprietor in 
the same degree as a horse is invariably known to da 
with us : due praise is bestowed' upon the merits of our 
neighbour's, but when we come absolutely to the point 
of superiority, why, then we are, in justice, bound to 
assert, that our own has it hollow ; in short, there canH 
be a better horse : in short, there can't be a better mine. 
Should any person present have sujQicient hardihood to 
doubt the eulogium, and ask why did not this best 
horse in the world beat such a horse at such a race ? 
or why did he balk at such a leap in such a hunt ? it 
was because he was badly ridden at the first, and be- 
cause he accidentally fell coming iUU tilt at the last. 
So with a mine ; when the proprietor is asked why he 
did not avail himself of the treasures which he avers 
that U possesses, the answer is, *'it accidisntally fell 
in," or, ** just as he came to the solid silver, and was 
about to cut it out of the rock with chieeis, the waters 
VOL. u. 10 
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niiiiid up fiooi Mom^ and obliged him to «bmdon it.*^ 
In ihortf we heer very good causee of fiuluve amdgnod 
in botii caeefi bat the world, being in these maitort ad* 
dieted to incrednlity, will not at all times phuw implidt 
fiuth in those reports. 

Now, althongh it is well known that mining ^ the 
pfoeioaB metals has strong and sednotive aUarements' 
to those engaged in the pnTsait, yet to those who, like 
ourselves, have been compelled to abandon it, by mis* 
management, insolvency, or any othw canse, and. who 
have no longer any concern in iti proceedings, the Uv* 
ing among mines and miners is as miinteresting a liis 
as can well be imagined ; and in that caje the city of 
-fotosi, affording no sort of recreation, may be consider- 
ed as an abode of -banishment, little preibrd>le lo.the 
utmost confines of Siberia. 

• In addition to the chagrin arising from onr disap- 
pointment, my companions and myself had long been 
held in a painfnl state of suspense respecting' the 6ts 
of our chief commissioner, of whom it had been report- 
ed, on every ground of probability, that the ship in 
which he sailed from Lima had foundered at sea. It 
was known that she was in a leaky state, and one or 
two vessels, which did not sail till several days after- 
wards upon the same voyage, had long since arrived at 
Arica, without having seen or heard any thing of the 
fbrmer, nor was it until this day that we had a contrt- 

* I have repeatedly beaid, ftmn Uumb Y^wm I had no reaeoa.ir 
donbt, of water ruahing into a mine just aa itp richest ve&i had beea 
discovered ; and I have also been given to undei-stand, that in moit 
mining districts, the richest properties of a silver mine are helfiV 
the water ; which in thii eonntry, where no macliiDery has hither* 
to been uaed, has in many instances compelled the ahandonoeat of 
the wurlcs at tbehr most promising period. 
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'dieliao of tb« npoit, when Ibe courier {torn Cuaeo 
bcgngfat nw tlia following letter from the {sneral. 

" OtoAo, 39tA Sfji/nnbA-. 

"1 embrace tbe oppoilmiitj to tell yon, that after 
ttranty-aereD daja of horrible navigation from Lima, I 
arrived in great distreBS at Pisco, where I. took mule«, 
and, iravaning this dreadful desert, I Hbts arrived 
hers, and start immedialelj to Arica, &om vihence I 
■in write. Youre tralj, 

■"J. PiiHoiaBntH." 

The precipitate downtal of the Potoel Aisociation, 
ud tbe emburaBamenl and DiiieTj into which every 
pCFun coDDocted with it in this country wbb unexpect- 
edly duown, will be seen in the following letter, ad- 
dressed to the directors b; our cbief comniinioner, on 
bii arrival at Arica from Lima. 

"In agony of mind Uttle abort of madDeu, 1 ail down 
(o give you an idea of the state in which I find tbe af- 
fairs of the Company open my arrival here, owing to 
three of our diiecton having embargoed the whole of 
ihe cargo of onr ship; on embargo has also been laid on 
Um moles that fiad been more than two months waiting 
to tBh« that catgo to Potosj. In this state of things, 
oar pacitle starviogi and myself and companions with- 
out a dollar to purchase even bread, with min and de- 
struction appearing on every side, I petitioned the go- 
vernment to allow me lo sell part of Ibt cargo to aupply 
our moet urgent wanta. The result of this represent** 
lim, I mnoh fiNir, fhim the tediooa mode of law pro- 
CMdinys in this c<Hintry, I shall not know for some 
days; whilst, in tbe meen time, I have not a dollar to 
pay my expenses, and clamorons creditors Horn every 
qnaner, amoitjf whom moaf of die peo^ sent out by 
the estaUiifaaMnt are very prominent, assail me mnti- 
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nually. Mestra. Begg^ Atherton, and Co. of this place, 
to whbm I consigned the cargo, and to whose asealoos 
exertions I am much indebted, landed and sold a small 
part thereof, previous to the embargo, bat those funds 
have been exhausted in maintaining this extensive esta- 
blishment. It were in vain attempting to give a true 
picture of all the difficulties which surround me ; it is 
entirely impossible the concern can continue. The 
cargOf if sold by auction, though extremely valuable to 
us had we applied it to its original purpose, will not, I 
am persuaded, under the present circumstancea, fetch 
half the prime cost, and many articles of it will be a to- 
tal loss ; for, besides being little better than rubbish, in 
comparing our invoices with those of a similar nature 
consigned to a merchant here, I find a difierence 
against us of at least thirty per cent. 

" I trust you will not lose any time in sending me 
means of subsistence for myself and the few of your 
servants who must necessarily remain with me, or, if 
you resolve upon our returning to England, enable us 
by a remittance to do so. 

** I have the honour to be, &c. 

•* J. Paroissixn.*' 

In a subsequent letter to the directors, our chief com- 
missioner thus writes : — 

^ An agent of Don Felix Castro has arrived here, to 
claim fbrty thousand dollars for disbursements, da- 
mages, and difference of exchange, &e. on the bill fyt 
X12,000, which I drew from Buenos Ayres. It is the 
intention of this agent to lay a re-embargo on the whole 
of the property belonging to the Associatien : so that, 
although I should succeed in the first instance, and 
have the cargo restored, I must ultimately yield to 
Castra The consequence will be a total loss of all the 
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property here, and unfertaiifttely this is not the only 
demand e^nst us. The parties to whom I sold the 
moles of the Associatipn, un&r a special contract that 
they should have the conveyance of our cargo to Potosi, 
now claim half the freight* in consequence of my inabi<* 
Uty to fulfil that contract ; and by the laws of the coun^ 
try they haye a right to the claim.** 

The following is a translation of the sentence pro- 
Booneed by the judge at Arlca, in the case of the em- 
bargo. 

** According to documents sworn and approved, I de- 
clare that there i4>pears no cause for the execution on 
the cargo .of the ship Potosi, because it belongs to the 
mining society established yi London, and it has not 
been proved that the three charterers had power and 
authority to make.it over to their agent on account of 
freight, as application ought to be made in London for 
the Aill payment of the freight, where the claim 6as to 
be examined, according to a contract which appears to 
have been acknowledged by the Association, and could 
not be revoked nor altered by the three partners with- 
out special authority to that effect from the said Asso* 
ciation, which does not appear to have been given by 
any of the documents presented. Therefore, deliver up^ 
the whole of the cargo to the consignee and legal repre- 
sentative of the Association, together with costs, in 
which I condemn the plaintiffs.** 

The costs, I believe, have never been repaid, but the 
carga thus snatched from the hands of the agent of the 
charterers, fell instantly into those of the agent of Cas- 
tro; and of that same cargo, which cost the Association, 
freight included, at least thirty thousand pounds, not so 
much as a ttoopenny tack was applied to the object for 
which It was purchased ; nor was any part of it ever in 
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tiio possetiion of any indiridnal belonging to«tbe floctety 
at Potodt And I am still ignorant of the particnlan of 
its sale and dispersion. 

The inti'odaction of nameroos extracts from letters 
and docoments concerning th^ proceedings of the Potosii 
Mining Association, must no doubt prove altogether un- 
interesting to many of my readers ; but I trust it will 
be remembered that there are also many who have been 
deeply interested in those proceedings, and expect to 
be informed of the causes of their fkyure. I moreover 
consider it an act of duty to the proprietors, a[nd of jus- 
tice to myself^ to give, in addition to my own observa- 
Uons, such extracts from the general correspondence as 
may tend to elucidate th^ subject, and which I also 
consider to be the mode least likely to excite, doubt as 
to the correctness and impartiality of my statements. I 
therefore leel assured, that I may continue to introduce 
them without ofiending my ** numerous" readers, parti- 
cularly a^' iromise to do so only when I have nothing 
better to present them. 

November 19th. ^r. Garda has this day returned 
from Arica, where there was no longer any employment 
for him, and where he left the members of our establish- 
ment in a state of distress truly deplorable. On land- 
ing at Arica, each individual received for his soppdrt 
nine dollars per week, which was soon after reduced to 
seven, then to five, then to three, and latterly to— no- 
thing at all. Wearing apparel, watches, rings, and 
sundry other articles, were hawked about the streets of 
Arica and Tacna^by the neceissitous owners, who, but 
a few weeks before, having landed in high health and 
spirits, and full of hope as to their future fortune, ima- 
gined themselves on the high road to riches, and expect- 
ed rather to add to their little store of luxuries, than to 
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be redaced to sell them at any price fi»r the purpoee of 
obtaining a bit of bread. 

Great as the perplexities reallj were into which we 
found oorselves so unexpectedly thrown, they were not 
a little increased by a despatch received at this period 
from the directors ; the nature of it waa such that not 
one of us, nor all of us put together, had sagacity to 
disoovei the real object or intentions of the Board at 
the tiiAe it was written, or what it was they Apected 
08, their humble servants, to perform. Their despatch 
commenced in unqualified terms of approbation of our 
first proceedings; then expressed their assurance of our 
being able to obtain mines with &cility in Peru, but at 
the same time they sent us a list of no less than nineteen 
of their own choosing in Ixmdon, situated, too, in a far 
distant province, although, in a previous despatch, they 
had given positive injunctions that we were to confine 
ourselves strictly to Potosi. The tendency of their let- 
tor, and the impression it conveyed while I perused it, 
vras such, that before I read it half through my heart 
palpitated with joy, in the full conviction that all difl^r- 
ences had been settled at home, and that funds in abun- 
dance were at last forthcoming. But, after giving us 
their nineteen mines, with orders to hire scientific per- 
sons to. amalgamate the ores,' and to appoint an addi- 
tional agent ai Potosi, my confusion and dejection were 
Bad, sudden, and distressing, when I read in plain terms 
that I must not expect one shilling of money ! With 
nineteen new mines of silver, what * more could we 
want ? — out of them we were at liberty to help -our- 
selves. 

The letter was accompanied by one from our home 
secretary, inclosing, as a boon for our services, a num. 
ber of letters of recommendation, from I donH know 
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whom in London, to the Lord knows whom in diflbzent 
parts of South America, toother with high eneomittms 
on the merits of Don Emanuel Vasques de Velasco, and 
ftlso with splendid accounts of the weekly jMtMioce of 
mines in Potosi, which, it was supposed, we upon the 
•pot were not likelj to be so accurately acquainted 
with as persons in and about the Stock Exchange; 
therefore, those accounts were sent across the Atlantic 
to us, as a sort of information secret and cot^fideiUiaL 



CHAPTER VII. 

Nefotiation of a loan— Irritability of temper radely evinced— l/n- 
quesUonabie security for nuwey leot— Festival of el Jfacmiemto 
— Friar Alonzo Ovalle — ^Proof of increase of revenue by a redac- 
tion of duties. 

, December 3d. Time hangs heavily on my hands, I 
may therefore occupy a few minutes in recording a 
transaction which has been the means of affording sub- 
stantial relief in a period of considerable embarrassment* 
A few months back, Don Mateo Lino and Don Pedro 
Castellano called on me, requesting a thousand dollars 
to send to Buenos Ayres, for which they ** were willing 
to pay an interest of four per cent 'so long as it remained 
in their hands." — *^ Four per cent!" said I, contemptu- 
ously ; " Four per cent ! you may go elsewhere and bor- 
row money at four per cent for a dollar of mine you 
shall never have, I promise you <Aa^," and turned my 
back upon the gentlemen in rather an imgracious man* 
ner. ** Cavallero," said one of them mildly, " we are not 
aware of having in any way offended by our application; 
pray let nothing more be said about the matter, and sufl 
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fer us to part friends/* — ^ Friends ! pretty friends, in- 
deed ! to design to take my money at four per cent**— > 
^* We do aiisure you, Cayallero, that in our long course 
of business, this is the first time we ever offered so high 
an interest ; we have always readily obtained money at 
two, two and a half, and never paid more than three per 
cent"-:-** What do you take me for ? — but — ^no matter— 
I — I wish you good morning,** said I, turning to walk 
away. — ^** Pray, sir, don't sulTer so trifling a subject to 
occasion so much irritation,** said one of the gentlemen, 
laying his hand in a gently entreating manner on my 
arm. ** Pooh I pooh .'** said I, withdrawing myself hastily 
ffkan. him, ** do you imagine I am not aware that fifteen 
per cent can be easily obtained on the best security ?**— 
^ Q^anto ? — ^how much ?** said both gentlemen, startled 
axid frowning with inquisitive amazement, as they re- 
peated ** Quanta ?** To which, in a much louder tone 
than was by any means requisite, I replied — ^** Fifteen 
per cent I say, can be easily obtained.** — ^** Quinze por 
dento r"^ exclaimed both gentlemen, making at the same 
time the sign of the cross, as is customary in surprise or 
astonishment — ^** What ! do you doubt me ?** said I, and 
in starting up, overturned my chair, trod upon my dog — 
hang the dog — amoved books, papers, pens, and ink, and 
jumbled them all together, as if life depended on the in- 
stant possession of the keys, which, in my hurry, I 
searched for (as is usual in such cases,) every where but 
where they were to be found. At length, pulling them 
Scora out of my pocket, (for there they were of course,) I 
opeit^ my portmanteau, and produced a document lyhich 
proved beyond a doubt that I was in the receipt of fifteen 
per cent for a sum of money that I had lodged with a 
respectable house in Buenos Ayres. The gentlemen took 
the document in their hands and perused it leisurely, then 
suddenly throwing it down, they exclaimed — ** Qutnxe 
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|Mr eimUo ! «SS, Sehor, this ia indeed fifteen per ceaat^mt 
it is fifteen per eent per antmm I We offer you tr^Ue 
that interest" — *^Ok\ ho ! now I comprehend ^oo, gen- 
tlemen, fi>ur per cent per month is what yoa offer.** 
Really I did not at first understand their proposition, 
nor did I know before, that forty-eight per cent per An- 
num could be fiurly and openly obtained fi>r the loan of 
money. 

^ Pray is this customary ?** said I.—** No, we never 
knew it to exceed three per cent ; the great scarcity of 
money has raised it to what it is ; but two and a half 
per cent has for some time past been the usual rate of 
interest in the CdUe del Comereio of Potoei,** which we 
may call the Royal Exchange, as there the merchants 
transact all their concerns. The cause of this high rate 
of interest is attributed to the large sums that have been 
extracted firom Peru for Buenos Ayres, where the ptipvjr 
currency, recently resorted to, has raised gc^d and silver 
to a i^mium so excessively high as to encourage the 
importation of it by every possible means. 

Situated as 1 was at the period of this application, the 
chief eonunissioner's draft, protested, no pecuniary relief 
to be expected firom England, and our public credit gone, 
1 resolved to avail myself of an opportunity that seemed 
likely to avert tlmt utter state of distress into which re^ 
cent events had aiready thrown many belonging to our 
establishment, and which ^ow threatened us all. Indor 
pendently of some little personal credit that remained to 
me in Potosi, the document I produced to the gentlemen 
proved that I had a private ftmd in Buenos Ayres, against 
which I said that I was willing to give a draft for 1000 
dollars, and that ** I should feel perfectly satisfied willi, 
what appeared to be the usual rate of interest, namely, 
two and a half per cent per month, on condition that 
the money should be repaid on giving a month's notice; 
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and that, in the mean tune, aeenrity ahookl be given for 
the principal" — **• Corrienie^ said the gentlemen, who 
seemed pleased with the terms^— **-f^ameno9,*' flaid I, 
^1^0 waa eqnallj so, and imipediateiy I drew mj firfet, 
second. And third bill of exchange, OEpreenng that it waa 
to be paid in hard dollars and not in paper cmrency, 
whilst they drew and signed an acknowledgment to. the 
following effect : ^ We iiave reeeived the sum of one 
thousand dollars from el Senor Secreiario, at the rate of 
two and a half per cent per month, and promise to re- 
turn the principal on a m<»ith*8 notice being given.** 

I looked at this document fi>r some moiAents in silent 
surprise, and then said— ^ What sort of security do you 
call this ?** — ^ That is quite sufficient ; perfectly legal ; 
the law requires no other,** was the reply. " That may 
be, gentlemen, but it is not quite sufficient fox me, and I 
beg to inform y^m that I require some better seourity for 
my principal than this scrap o£ paper.** — ** Oh ! perd0na 
ustedf that is merefy as to the nature of our agreement; 
the $ecurUy for your ^ineipal yon shall have imme- 
diately.** Don Pedro then put his head out of the door 
and called ** Francisco! Come in here, Francisco I** when 
instantly a mulatto slave entered the room, and throwing 
down from his shoulders a load which he had in a sack, 
I>on Pedro said-^" There, sir, is your security.** 

** What the diaUo kind of security is this ?** said I, 
moving the ba^, the contents of which rattled like theatre- 
tiiunder, when badly manufactured. ** ThaJt,** said Don 
Pedro, ^ is the security usually given in this country; 
and I think you will find it ample.** 

Francisco beiug now ordered to enapty the sack, he 
took it by the bottom and shook out every thing that 
was within it into the middle of the floor, and then pro- 
ceeded to count the articles, which were set down in a 
list as follows: 
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Six ol^er dithe«» value, in dollars . . 336 

Ei^ht sUver jdatM .195 

Eight forks and ten spoons 60 

One brm$erito, for holding lighted charcoal for cigars 20 

Three gold maU cups .145 

Three gold bambiUo9 (tubes for imbibing tnaU) 35 

Nine silver spurs • . ... 60 

Two silver drinking cups 30 

One silver London watch 5 

One ear ring of fine pearls . .50, 

Two chocolate pots and wash-hand basin 70 

One utensil, of very common use .^ . .40 

One painting of Saint Antonio, in a silver frame . 30 
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The foregoing articles were, according to custom, 
estimated at their intrinsic value, not at what they might 
have originally cost, so that this species of security for 
the principal of money lent is unquestionable ; and, upon 
failure of the terms of the bond, the articles may be sold 
by public auction under a judge*B warrant for the benefit 
of the lender. The only article that I thought over-valned 
was the London watch, which I refused to receive at 
more than one dollar, but I was obliged to yield to arH- 
tration, on the ground that the nine spurs — ^fix>m the ac- 
cident of none of them being fellows, besides being of 
the make, and shape of the time of Pizarro, and not suit- 
able to the taste of the present century — ^were consider- 
ably' undervalued: and indeed these objections were 
amply counterbalanced by their great weight of pUOa 
pura^ pure silver. It was impossible for me to deny the 
weight of the argument, and therefore I received the 
London watch, which, with dishes, plates, pearls, forks, 
spoons, spurs, gold mati cups. Saint Antonio, the silver 
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atenuri], et emUra^ et MB/ers, was put back into the sack, 
and then thrown into a oorn^r of tiie ropm, there to re- 
main nntil the principal shoold be repaid, or in failure 
^lereoS, to be submitted to the hammer of the auctioneer. 

I have heard, that in India it is not unosaal to obtain 
ttn annual interest of 12 and 15 per cent and upwards, 
on the loan of money, but in Peru and Buenos Ayres 25 
^ cent, may be seen quoted in tiieir newspapers as the 
current rate of interest, and for short periods 3 or 4 per 
cent per monlh is obtained without difficulty. The pre- 
sent government of Bolivia have recently borrowed from 
a merchant in Potoei seventy thousand dollars, at 3 per 
cent, per month. 

Bat to return to my aecurity-sack. When all prospect 
of relief was cut off, and times became harder and harder, 
I gave the stipulated notice to Don Afeiteo and Don 
4*edro, that I required the payment of my principal. 
Several weeks passed away after the ez[Hration of the 
period of that notice, but no notice was taken of it I 
had the power, and, I must confess it, the inclination, of 
applying for the judge's ¥rarr§nt and proceeding to auc- 
tion ; but that is considered so ungracious an act, that 
few haye recourse to it, unless in the last stage of neces- 
sity. I was moreover on terms of acquaintance with 
Don Mateo and Don Pedro, who were both, to say the 
truth) ^ciy gr*'^^ fellows, but when beset with inconve- 
niences, I have more than once felt extremely sorry that 
such was the case. 

Whenever I chanced to meet them in the street, I 
was sure of being presented with a pinch of snuff by 
Don Mateo, or with the choicest cigar in the cigar-case 
of Don Pedro ; my health was at the same time enquired 
after with a degree of anxiety that must have proved me 
a hard-hearted wretch not to have felt gratitude for the 
kind interest so warmly manifested by my friends. My 
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nfo fyt ooUecting miniBnik was well knowa to them, 
•nd ten t« one that they had not a specimen of Bome tort 
in thttr pocket to present to me ; if tfa^ had not, tb^ 
were in daily ezpeetatioa of receiYing aeveral of the finflft 
qnality: river gfold, from Tipoani; nattre ^il^er, from 
▲nUagaa; gold in quartz, from Qutyanta; native itQtk% 
from Atacama, were all &rthooming. It moat not be 
■opposed that this was the artful conduct of knaves en* 
deavouring to deceive; the security-sack is a snf^ctent 
proof that they oould have had no sudi intention. It 
was merely the best possible mods of apologizing ftr ' 
their want of ponctaatity; credit is not considered to be 
impaired by pos^ning for a Utile time the payment of 
a Mil or the performance of a bond. ' Sometimes, indeed, 
this liceiotoe is too freely taken, and the general practice 
of it proves, that regnlarity, or method, in bosiness, is 
not yet established in tins country. I believe, however, 
that these pecuniary transactions seldom terminate dis- 
honourably ; my own case, I am bound to say, did not, 
for this day I received my money and restored the sack. 
Christmas day. For several weeks past, every artist 
and mechanic of tolerable ingenuity has been ompbyed 
in making and repairing doUs, images, and figures of 
sundry kinds, also in setting up and painting altars in 
every respeotaUe house; whilst all the females have be^ 
equally busy in preparing dresses ibr those d<^ mak- , 
ing artificial flowers and embroideries, and erobeliish- ^ 
ing the best apartment in their respective houses, for 
the display of what is here termed el MieimUnto (the 
birth of Christ,)^ for Which every family of respectabifi* 
ty makes preparation with a diligence, anxiety, interest, 
and fuss, scarcely to beyezceeded by that which pre- 
eedes a fiincy ball among our fashionables In England. 
The fanciful display of taste, the splendour of the dres- 
ses, and the variety of costume, is as conspicuous in the 
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MB caM as in the other. If we have all the metamor. 
pfaoMe of fairy tales and talea of genii, all the heroee 
and heroines of history and romance, peisonifiod in the 
enehanttng precincts of a fancy hall for the porpose of 
mirth and pleasores, we have in the Niieifinenio§ of 

^ Potosi, onder the grave and solemn character of religion, 
and with the most deeoroos obserranne, a faidoeeini 
display of the most distinguished event in sacred writ 
We have the adoration of the she^ierds, strictly repre- 
sented with all their rustic attribates ; we have the 
Migi and the kings in gorgeous apparel, accompanied 
by their respective trains, mounted upon elephants, 
eamek, horiss, and assen, bearing baskets of fruit and 

' other pre^nts, all journeying to Bethlehem to pay their 
homsge to the infant Saviour of the world, whose sacred 
image is not here to be seen in a lowly manger, but in 
a cradle of pure silver, sometimes of pure gold, and the 
drapery covered with the most costly jewels. On either 
\ ride of the cradle are images of the Virgin Mother 
and her bosbartd Joseph, with crowns of gold upon 
their heads, and their robes profusely covered with 
diamonds, and pearls, and preciotis stones. Over the. 
crudle may be seen engraved on a |^te of gold, ** Glory 
to God on high !" and all round, suspended by means 
of delicate wires from the ceiling, are angels, cherubim, 
and 'Seraphim, floating in the air, supposed to be rejoic- 
ing with ^ song and choral symphony*' at the tidings of 
peace and good will to men. The apartment in which 
this highly venerated exhibition takes place is strewed 
with artificial flowers, and arranged for the accommoda. 
tbn of visiters, who go in parties full dressed from house 
to bouse to view them with every feeling of devotional 
obligation. 
SOtfa. Accompanied a pvij to the top of the eerrOt 
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and •zperienced very senaiblj the eflfocte of ray resi- 
denoe in this climate nvm the iaoiliiy wilh^ which I 
was able to ascend, compared with others who hs,d re- 
cently arrived. Among the latter, one gentleman in 
particular, snfibred considerable pain in respiriLtion, and 
at times actaally gasped in agony for breath, which uU 
timately compelled him to leave the^ eerro. 

Just ' as we were about to descend, a snow storm; 
that had been gathering, suddenly burst (nrer the moun- 
tain top in a tremendous crash of thunder, which roll- 
ed round us in a circle, and gradually descended to the^ 
plains below, Ivhere we beheld the unusual sight of a 
storm raging at our feet, whilst immediately above us 
the sky was serene and clear. The lightning darted 
with a whizzing noise round the base of the mountain, 
and every flash was followed by a deafening peal as 
quickly as the report of a gun follows the ignition of 
the powder. 

At the close of the year 18S6, I made up my ac- 
counts and forwarded them to the IKrectors, accom- 
panied by a letter, fVom which the following are ex- 
tracts. 

** Although the cargo of the ship has escaped the fangs 
of the first who pounced upon it, it wilt all be swal- 
lowed up by Don Felix Castro and other cUimants. 
We, your servants here, have no chance of support 
from it,-^our only hope of succour is from England ; 
we cahnot' expect much from the proceeds of the sale 
of ores, and some, very few articles on hand, none of 
which will ^tch half of what they cost us. Besides, 
when goods are sold fbr the mere purpose of obtain- 
ing means of subsistence, the owners must take what 
they can get without any consideration of their value. 
" The embargo has completely overthrown all the 
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iH^pea of tJiis Anoeiatioii. The effects of previont 
nuflmanagement might have been retrieved, bat this 
last mercilese act is -altogether irremediabie. Tboae of 
the directors fVom whom it has proceeded may ezolt 
in their ill advised, unfeeling combination, imr it has, 
indeed, proved fatally snccessfiil. Strong, however, as 
oor indignation is, at the discredit and disgrace into 
which we have been so unexpectedly thrown, there 
shall be no ftilure in our duty to your Board. 

** I now inclose for your information an abstract of 
"my accounts with the chief commissioner, from the 
'time he transferred to me the management of your 
concerns in Potosi down to the present date. 

" I had express directions to adyanco freely for the 
purchase of timber, lime, charcoal, barley, and other ar- 
ticles, * to the amount of ten thousand dollars,' under 
the idea that all would have been speedily required. 
Fortunately, I did not take an inconsiderate advantage 
of this authority, which enables me now to present my 
accounts, without leaving, in any business in which I 
was concerned, one single outstanding debt against the 
Association, and' which, I confess, I mention with 
some degree of exultation, when I consider how sud- 
denly I was deprived of every resource in the midst of 
very expensive operations, actively carrying on in confi- 
dent, expectation of the arrival of our large establish- 
ment, consequently I could not have anticipated that the 
objects of the Association were not ta be carried into 
effect" 

All my disbursements during eight months, including 
the clearing out and working of three mines, repairs of 
a great part of the amalgamation works, high salaries to 
numerous individuals, expenses of about twelve hun- 
dred miles of different journeys, advances on contracts 
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for timber, barlejr, uid many ct cwiera^ ef Mifora, amount. 
ad to 15,427 ddlars, or j£3,085 sterliiiij^, a mua, suffi- 
eiMit to mako every requisite prefaration for carrying 
into eflbot, on a liberal acale, the object of any well 
conducted mining eetabUehment in Peru, and clearly 
proving that there ia no neceisity for such enormous 
capitals as we have seen subscribed for the purpose of 
mining in South America. 

It appears from the books of tiie Mmiftutrador of 
the national bank of Potosi, that, in the year just ended, 
there has been purchased in his department 177,197 
marcs of plata jptno, (silver in a pure state,) from 
the mines of this mountain, and those of the dis- 
tricts of Portugallette and Chayanta. The value, ac- 
cording to the London market, equab £350,000 ster- 
ling, which might be easily quadrupled with moderate 
capital, judgment, and skill; the above is derived 
'from accumulated scrapings of many needy individuals, 
employing a ftw thousand dollars for the means of 
mere subaistence, beyoqd which they have not funds to 
work. This circumstance is alone sufficient to prove, 
not only that the mines here are not exhausted, but 
that, by a very partial working, they produce no incon- 
siderable sum. 

The following abstract from the books of the custom 
house of Potosi may be considered, on the subject of 
political economy, a fair example of the disadvantages 
of excessive duties to the revenue of a state, and of the 
improvement that follows when they are reduced to 
moderation. 

In the year 18S5, the duties on European goods were 
^ixteen per cent, and the amount on those imported via 
Buenos Ayres into Potosi was 26,255 dollars. On those 
imported from the ports of the Pacific 1,625. A total 
of 27,880 doUars. 



I ' 



TBAVSL8 IN PES17. 123 

In the beginning of the year 1626, the duties were 
reduced one half, that is to say, to eight per cent, when 
the amount on goods imported via Buenos Ayree, was 
33,826 dollars. On those imported from the ports of 
the Pacific 5,955. A total of 38,781 dollars. 

Thus the reduced duties gave an immediate increase 
of eleven thou8an4 dollars to the reyenue, in the single 
town of Potosi. ^ Those goods, French and English, 
but by far the greater proportion English manufactures, 
to which a decided preference is given, consisted chiefly 
of coloured cottons, calicoes, and muslins, cloths, crock- 
ery ware, iron, and steel, all for the consumption of 
Potosi and the immediate neighbourhood. Small as 
the amount of duties may appear, I am of opinion that 
the consumption of goods here must be very consid- 
erable, for the quantity that has been poured mto the 
markets for the last two or three years is quite inoredi* 
ble. Every body became a shopkeeper, and every house- 
had an apartment convenient to the street, filled with 
European goods, which might be purchased, at one pe> 
riod, literally as cheap as in the cheapest markets of Eu- 
rope. The competition was so great among European 
merchants, in forcing their goods on these people, that 
but little profit could have been realised, and often none 
at all. The circumstance, however, may ultimately 
prove beneficial to the former, as the facility with which 
goods could be obtained by all classes of society has 
been the cause of the consumption of the whole, and has 
occasioned a taste for them, which is very likely to be 
permanent; and probably a little more prudence and 
circumspection will be observed in supplying them in 
fiiture, so as to prevent a collision ruinous to the inter- 
ests of the fair trader. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Jinouy 1, 183T. Wbaerer has r«id " Reports relat- 
ing to the &iluie of the Rio FUt& Mining AsBociBHon," ., 
■Itbongh he ma; diugiee with the author on some im- 
portant points, ;et must admit, that under the difficulties 
with which that active officer had to. contend, every alcp 
wia (mucientioiuly taken, according; to the best of hia 
Judgment, for the intereat uiil benefit of the asaociatioD 
he represBnted. Hiouelf a man of honour, he cated only 
for the ojHiiiojiv of ^uch, and, assured of these, he acted, 
■ometimea indeed with precipituicy, but alwaya with a 
confidence that he waa peifonning his doty. 

By pcactiaing all the good, and avoiding the few errors 
of mich « line of conduct, it might be sapposed that a 
man could hardly fail in gunlng the approbation of all 
parties. The tJiief commissioner of the late Chilian and 
Peruvian company, aeema as nearly as possible to have 
done so 1 but atiU he was jbund &ult with, and hia pro- 
, ceedingB were disapproved. Such is the injustice of men, 
that they view as a crime even the desire to pleaoe, when 
that' desire, stienuoua as it may have boen, has not suc- 
ceeded. The reflection ia certainly disheartening ; bnt 
it is requisite to bear in mind, that although we cannot 
conutand approbation, we should never rclm in our ex- 
ertions to deserve it. Thia sentimeut encourages pie 
now to steer fbiward in a course which I ooniider to be 
fbr the benefit of my employers, and which, as such, I 
deem it my duty lo pursue. 
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HaYing maturely considered the ntoation in which 
the affiiirs of the Association have been thrown, and see- 
ing no prospect of relief, I resolvefl to break up the 
whole Potosi establishment, and thereby efiTect a very 
important saving in salaries alone. In pursuance of this 
resoluticm, I wrote a few friendly lines to my companions 
in adversity, Baron Czettritz and Mr. Scriviner, stating 
^tbat the reduction of the establishment being imperatively 
called for, I found myself reluctantly compelled to give 
them notice that their services were no longer required.- 

This proceeding occasioned no small degree of sur - 
prise to my two friends, and added to the deep annoy- 
ance they already experienced, in common with all con- 
cemed, from the calamitous turn our affairs had so sud- 
denly taken. They soon, however, reconciled them> 
selves to the eyent ; and their own zealous performance 
of what they considered their duty, added to their high 
sense of integrity, prevented them from viewing this act 
of authority as in the slightest 4egree unfriendly on my 
paxt. 

Saron Czettritz, from his practical mining intelligence, 
sluU, and general information, all of which, in the opin- 
ion of the natives, were connderably enhanced by that 
affability of manner before alluded to, and which is the 
best passport through this country, acquired many friends, 
who had spread their good report respecting his ahilities 
into distant, mining districts, whence he received propo- 
sals for re-modelling or conducting sundry establish- 
ments, some of which he thought likely to prove benefi- 
cial, to his views. 

Mr. Scriviner, having profited ^rly by the liberal 
education he had received in the medical profession, 
which he occasicmally practised at Potosi with considera- 
ble success, retired to Salta, where, at the express invita- 
tation of many respectable' families of that town, he es- 
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Ubiisfaed iumaelf; ind po&Bomang, as he does, those good 
qualities which sddom fail to acquire friends, he is as 
likeljr to make his way throu^ the ragged journey of 
life, on wliich he has only just entered, as any yoong' 
man in his sitaati(Hi, for he carries with him the esteem 
and good wishes of all who know him. 

15tfa. This day I invited to dmner a few fHends to 
meet the prefect of the department, and the gallant BbU 
dier. General Cordova. Among those friends was Scnor 
v., Doctor of Laws, and secretary to the govemm^int, 
who, to my card of invitation, returned a reply which 
may be found closely Englished in old Francis Quarles — 

<' Behold these rags— am I a fitting gaeat 
To tafte the dainties of thy noble feast, 
With hands and fhce unwashed, ungirt, unblest?'* 

That the foregoing is not a very loose paraphnuse of 
the original, may be s^n by a glance at. the literal 
translation. 

** Doctor V. is extremely grateful to Don Edmondo &r 
his friendly summons to his feast (festin) ; but Doctof 
v.. not having shaved for some days, an4 being. 490 wery 
dirty, {tueio) he begs to be excused from appearing' 
amcmg decent people (gtrde decente***) 

I readily excused my friend, and from the general 
good humour and hilarity of the whole companji except 
the giver of the feast, there was no reason to suppose 
that the absence of the unshaved, unwashed, uncombed 
doctor, was in «ny way regretted. Except mjrselC the 
whole company seemed to enjoy their entertainm^oxt 
with feelings of mirth and merriment. I struggled hard 
to do 8o too, but every attempt was fruitless; an unseem- 
ly distortion of the muscles about the mouth was the 
*»est attempt I could make to laugh at a good joke, and. 
*«»ided only to prove the extreme difficulty of wearing a 
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ftce of [Measure with a heart of pojii ; a diffionlty which 
I have 8oinetime»8UCGeeded in overcoming, and thou^t 
I could do so here, bat in vain. 

The state of harassing perplexity into which I was 
thrown by our sudden and unexpected reverse of fortnne, 
became doubly distressing from the presence of en nut in 
its most lugubrious character. \ I found myself £at the 
first time in my life in a stagnant state of existence, in 
which Time itself seemed to pause, or stole with leaden 
steps so tediously along, as to leave no other feeling than 
dreariness and weariness to the wled mind. It was not . 
a feeling of cankering care, nor pain, nor scarrow : dire 
as the disappointment really was, yet was there no pe- 
culiar ill, no personal grievance to mourn ; still less was 
the want of society a cause of deep regret to me, fer I 
am not one c{ those 

" Who find it solitude to be alone." 

But there was no occupation, no means of spinning out 
the hours, nothing to invite to the enjoyment of retire* 
raent, nothing to excite a single sensatioil of interest ot 
pleasure: an unvaried dulness lingered on every day. 
Nature herself is here divested of that marvelloos variety 
so peculiarly her own, and exhibits'in the scenery around 
one only aspect of sullenness and gloom. Above, the 
sky is generally without a cloud or tinge to vary its ex- 
panse of Uue ; and though it cannot be looked on with^ 
out admiration, y^t it soon ceases to attract, or when we 
gaze c»i it, splendid as die view is, we feel that a some- 
thing is wanting to relieve the monotonous effect. So 
it is with the still features of inanimate beauty : when 
we become accustomed to them, admiration cectses; we 
then seek for, and prefer the mind and accomplishments 
which constitute the true charms of society, and make 
OfHnpanionship endearing. 
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I 
V The p<rfttieBl events of the country have latterly eon- 

■ideraUy increased the unpleasantness of our situation. 

All commonication with the lower provinces hsB heen 

effbctoally cut off by insurgent chiefe, who perout no 

correspondence whaterer with Buenos Ayres» the <dian- 

nel through which we have been accustomed to receive 

our letters from Europe ; therefore, to us, those heartfelt 

consolations from distant friends, may be fiiirly consi^ 

dered hermetically sealed 

The miyiia of unceanng change, which has so c(m« 
Bincttously marked the conduct of the South Americans 
In their plans and modes of government, unhappily con- 
tinues unabated, and has recently extended with a vio- 
lence that has again thrown into convulsion nearly the 
whole of this vast continent 

A Yew months ago the province of Tarija became a 
subject of dispute between the government of Buenos 
Ayres and Bolivia, when the latter despatched an armed 
force under Colonel OConor, who took possession of it, 
and soon afierwards, owing to his judicious an)| ocmcilia- 
tory conduct, that fine province submitted peaceably and 
unanimously to Bolivia. Since tiiat period, disturbances 
have taken place in Lima, where General Santa Cruz, 
placing himself at the bead of the army, has declared the 
government, as established by Bolivar, to be at an end, 
and requires the republic of Bolivia, to which the libera- 
tor gave his name, to join the revolutionary standard. 
The latter, aware of its inability to oppose the forces of 
Lower Peru, and change after change being the order of 
tile day, must in turn submit to the strongest party. 

The provinces of SaUa, Tucuman, Santiago, Cordova, 
and Rioja, are now a prey to civil wu', having taken the 
field one against the other, under the mistaken notions 
of patriotism and liberty. It is these sadly abused terms 
that have kept the whole of South America for severi^ 
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years past in ooatinual disqiaet; every state has had its 
share of those resdess characters, 

^* Who for freedom idly rave, 
And B6t no bonnds to wHht tbey crave, 
Bot itill for freedom bawl.*' 

Dissatifified with every act that does not emanate from 
themselves, they &ncy themselves the advocates of li» 
berty, and instigate endless intrigues to thwart the mea- 
sures of government, with no other design than to thrust 
themselves into power, which (when they have acquired 
it) they have neither capaicity to employ, nor the valour 
to retain. The mass of the people are weary of these 
commotions, and in many places seem disposed to unite 
to put down the authors of them, who, with a few hun- 
dred bayonets at their command, have kept, and still 
keep the country in disorder, and alarm, though without 
any very sanguinary co^gisequences, or loss of life, which 
I have heard lamented by the advocates of peace 1 Be- 
cause, say they, if some few heads were occasionally 
taken oft, the example would keep others quiet ; but the 
Uoodless struggles which constantly occur, are encou- 
raged by the actors being suffered to escape with im- 
punity. 

The republip of Bolivia is probably not destined to re* 
main an independent state ; its geogn^^cal position, as 
well as its most prudent policy, seems to demand a junc- 
tion with Lower Peru ; and if this takes place with the 
good will of all parties, and they finally succeed in es- 
tablishing a government, combining energy with mild- 
ness, firmness with indulgence, and are resolved to 
maintain ^hat internal order and external peace, so in- 
dispensable to permanent tranquillity and public confi- 
dence ; then may we behold the stir of industry and 
commerce, and with them the development of resources 
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which these regions certainly possess in a greater degree 
than is generally supposed, but which, from obvious 
causes, have never yet been called into activity. 

I know that there are persons who view all matters 
connected with this country with contemptuous indifier- 
ence, and believe that it is little better than a vast wil- 
derness, without means or hope of improvement, and 
that there is to be no end of that state of anarchy and 
confusion in which the people have unhappily so long 
continued. It may probably be found that the majority 
of such persons are altogether uninformed respecting the 
country, its inhabitants, and tiie real state of things as 
regards either the present or the future. It may be 
found that their views of South America have been taken 
through a medium of unjustifiable prejudice, founded ge- 
nerally on the disappointment of exaggerated hopes, 
raised in the evil hour of their own ill-judged specula- 
tions. In this case, as in all others arising from selfish 
and narrow principles, opinions have been hastily adopt- 
ed without any examination of their truth. But there 
are opinions of a very different nature, given by men 
who have examined with the dispassionate discriminsr 
tion of enlightened and philosophic minds, the position, 
present and future, of this fine country ; it is from them 
I gather, not arrogantTy concluding from my own ob- 
servations, careful as I have been in making them, that 
the destinies which await her need no embellishment 
from illusive or chimerical calculations ; aind it becomes 
necessary either to destroy or to falsify history, that un- 
changeable monument of the rights and usurpations of 
the human race, before it can be maintained that Ame- 
rica is not liable to the same changes that all other na- 
tions have experienced. And what nation ever com- 
menced its career with more brilliant examples for its 
guidance ? If those examples, and many other advan- 
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tages, have not jet been rnsde ayailaUe, it is not onrear 
sonable to attribute the cause,' in a great degree, to that 
systematic plan of debasement which extended to the 
prohibition of all nsefbl knowledge, aad, having been 
long and uniformly practised, carried destruction to the 
basis of civilised society. Time must be granted before 
any superstructure of solidity can be erected on a ruin 
80 complete ; but the accomplishment of it is opposed by 
no insurmountable object. A wise government, insti- 
gated hy an enlightened zeal, and devoted to the public 
good, is the grand desideratum ; that once established, 
prosperity must follow, for aU that then seems requisite 
is easily defined — ^namely, to execute justice and main- 
tain peace — to &cilitate and encourage emigration from 
Europe — to educate the peoplo'^-to cause every thing to 
be done that can relieve them—- every thing that can im- 
prove their condition, physically, morally, intellectually, 
and religiously. Then may South America attain a 
power and consequence, stupendous and elevated as the 
majestic crests of her native Andes, and one day com- 
mand, as did Rome in her proud days of triumph, the 
admiration and reverence of the surrounding world. 

However much this picture may be embellished . by 
the fiuicy of an idealist or an enthusiast, it is not an un- 
pleasing one to those who feel an interest uid satisfoc- 
tion in contemplating the destinies of a rising people, 
among whom no unprejudiced person can have lived 
without having found much to respect and to admire, 
and to induce him to confess, that their many defects 
are not without a counterpoise of qualities which require 
only to be weU directed in order to become equally use- 
ful and creditable to themselves and to their country. 
• S6th. The spaces that latterly intervene in the dates 
of my journal, may probably attract the notice of my 
friends, and induce them to ask why I have not availed 
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mjielf of the time ihat must neoe«Huily han^ upon my 
hands, to preaent them with aomething more aotid and 
interesting respecting the country and its inhabitants, 
than what I have hitherto done 7 I have long sinoe in- 
formed them of m J having put an end to every basinefls 
connected with the Association, consequently, the office I 
hold having become a stneeure, it is reasonable to con- 
clude that I am not only unemployed, but actually re- 
posing on a bed of roses in a state of the most prafoond 
idleness. Away with your ** bed of roses !** I thougrfat I 
had already shown that mine was the ** rack of r«8t,** 
and its torture intolerable. I still* find it so, and each 
succeeding day tends only to augment the misery it oc- 
casions. With respect to "idleness," are we not told 
that **■ it is the giand Pacific ocean of life,*** and that in 
its stagnant abyss the most salutary things produce no 
good— nothing. I believe it. 

Every day I am reminded **to regulate my life;** 
never was there less occasion for tiie wholesome admo- 
nition, because never did I lead a life so regiilar. I rise 
regularly at seven every morning, when I regularly 
commence yawning ; then regularly yawn through the 
day, till near ten o*clock in the evening, when I regu- 
larly go yawning to bed, and regularly sleep till seven 
the next morning, unless roused in the course of the 
night by a thunder storm, the effects of which can be 
compared only to an earthquake, accompanied by the 
discharge of artillery in your ante-chamber. Notwith- 
standing this unerring regularity of life, I am daily re- 
minded to continue it ; for in the forenoon I regularly 
stroll 'out vidth my hands in my breeches pockets, and 
hat on one side, (not unlike Hogarth*B tired rake in the 
Rake's Progress,) and direct my lingering steps to the 

* Lacon, vol. ii. 
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EBcient convent of Angtwtin Friars, where |here hap- 
prens to be a sun^al, by which every watch in and 
about Pdtosi is regularly regulated. Thither I sauntep 
every day — ^**Oh! weary reckoning!**— >to mark the 
stealing steps of never-standing time, and set my watch 
by the dial with as much precision as if every minute 
was apportioned to some important purpose, instead of 
unceasing yawns, such as ap& occasioned on perusing 
the dull and wearisome works~of former times, now 
' happily superseded by our interesting productions in this 
age of intellect 

February dd. In the present dearth of matter, or 
rather in the present ^ regularity of my life,** which I 
find it impoesible to break through, I shall present my 
readers with an account of my daily expenses, which, 
with the prices of a few necessaries, will convey a very 
tolerable idea of the markets, and the rate at which a 
person may live decently at Potosi, a place considered 
as expensive as any in South America. 

My establishment consists, first, of number one, with 

a salary of five hundred sterling pounds per annum 1 

^ (The Bnglish of per anwinv I llkoaght, till now, meant 

** payable yearly.**) Then comes, next in dignity, Joe^ 

/Luni, a Peruvian Samho,, (the next shade to a negro,) 

who is my major^omo and cook-major, ^ith a salary of 

. six Spanish dollars per mont«^/or 14/^ 8s. sterling per 

annum ; vety good wages, no dou5t, but then the very 

good qualities of Jos^ Luni justly entitle him to -them, 

and fortunately fi>r him, they are more regularly paid 

than his master*8. This Sambo had married a Samba, 

Whom I appointed, at her own request, to the office of 

housemaid, with a salary of two dc»Uars per month, 

nearly 51, sterling per-annum. I found her in all things 

as honest, careful, and attentive as her husband. She 

had a child whilst in my house, and afterwards I was 

18» 
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lorDully itiieited to itcome podriMO (god&tlter] to tbe ~ 
fonng Stmbo. Tbia U not heie & mete formalilj, ibr- 
pittni whra the oeremaij ii eiiil«d, u ii conanoulj, tbe 
cue in Eojope; but beoiaiiM i coDDectinii, "a apiiitiul 
sffinitjr," even with the pareota of the cbild, that is ra- 
lusd much mpre than a do«e lelitioiuhip, and cootinuce 
unintemipted thnm^ UAj and when tbe f«drin» hap- 
pen* to be of a claM in eocietj higliei thao those fen 
ifbom he becomeB apoiuor, he receivei coDtinual acts of 
attention and lespect from his MmpnJro, (co-p«renU,) 
who lake a piide at everj opportimity of mentitHung 
their connectiDo, M4doin even allowing liim to pwa in the 
street without pointing at him, and saTing.with a feeling 
in^of auTiableaatis&otion.toIbebyatuiden, "AlhvaKu 
etmpadrt ."' There ;oes mj bene6uHor, prol«ctor, ftiend! 
I myself become quite proud of this distinction, and fre- 
quently tooJt mj UIUb btacit godacm to dandle in my arms, 
for the sake of witnessinf the delight which that act of 
eondescuiaion always Docasifmed to the pftrenta. On diose 
days I was sure to have at dinner wMae &vourite dish 
dressed with eitriordinary care, and pointed out to toe 
by Joed as an addition of his own to the hilJ of fare ; 
whilst his wife Maria would sweep, dust, and dean my 
apartments, without being scolded or implwed In do sov 
as was generally requisite. 

I would have left with the utioost confidence sro e» 
palvQ (Englished, unloUge^) in the possession erf these 
poor peoplel and t shall never tbrget the distiess and ' 
misery of mind' that reigned tbi several days in my 
household from feelings of sheer honesty on tbejr part 
At the period alluded to. Sambo's atm was cutting his 
teeth, and the unusual dejection which I observed in 
Job*, whom with his wife I frequently caught in tears, I 
attributed to the cares and anxieties of parents, and for 
some time patiently put up with the worst of bad cookery 
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on the part<tf Jo0^, and the total neglect of my apartmenta 
on the part of Maria, who sometimes did not even make 
my bed. Not wishing to deprive my little black godson 
of the attention of his parents, I one day said to Jose— > 
'^Jos^, I can stand this no longer; theieferei since you 
and your wi& cannot spare time to afford me the slight- 
est aasistanoe, I have no objection to your hiring some 
oth^ person, until Jo$ent0 (little Joey) gets better.**» 
** No, S^orl*^ said Jos^, deoching his fist, straining his 
eyes as in finry, and with a loud and determined voice — 
/^No, sir! nor shall the devil himself come into this 
house if I have strength to keep him out !" ^ Don*t you 
see, sir," continued he, ** that I have kept the gate locked 
f(a this week past, and have not suffered any body to 
come within these wiUls ?*V-^ Yes, yes," said I, ^all 
very true ; but Mr. Scrivmer inftrma me, that there is 
nothing; whatever of consequence in the illness of Jose- 
sito ; and I cannbt p6rmi1>-<->" Jos6 interrupting me, ez* 
claimed,-— ^'Josesito! Joeesitol what has la creatura 
(the infimt) to do with the business?"— "Why," said I, 
" is he not the cause of my having been latterly alto- 
gether neglected and. nearly starved ?"-«-" iiA / patron 
miq,* said Jos^, with tears in his eyes, ^ a worse calamity 
than any thing of that kind has befallen me ; but 1*11 
find him out! if my patron saint can be moved by 
prayers, Til find out the tiiief !"•—'' The thief!" said I, 
*^ what thief? has any thing been stolen from you?"^- 
" Ok ! mi patron ! mi patron V* said Jos^, in accents of 
despair that excited in me the utmost impatience to 
know tiie cause,, "the stable," said he "was entered."— 
" The stable \ the stable !" I repeated, jumping from my 
chair; "has Tortuga been stolen?" for several horses 
and mules had been lately stolen in the town. " Pa- 
tience, master dear, there is nothing of that" "" The 
stable was entered the other day, and-^" — ^"And what?" 
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<•' And two of the.dlyer i4at6B were stolen !** Here Josh's 
artienlation was interrupted by soba and tears. ^ And. 
what the mischief brought the silver plates into the 
stoble?"— ''Oh! I had thrown them there, with all the 
rest of the plates and dishes, for the oonvenienoe of 
scrubbing them, whioi I often told you was not the ens- 
toqi in this country, but you know, you would insist 
upon having them look bright, and the consequence is, 
when I threw them into the stable, where I have al^ 
ways scourecL them, two of them were carried off; but^. 
I have got Saint Joseph at the head of my bed, and 
have kept a candle burning before him ever nnce, and 
my wiife and I pray to him ten times a day, and have 
vowed, that if he reveals the thief we wiH not eat a 
morsel of flesh meat for two months." — **• This, then,** 
said I, ** has been the cause of all the distress- 1 have ob- 
served of kite ?"— "jK, Senor.^^**^ And why Jthonld yoi 
have condemned me to the penance of starvation, in ad- 
dition to the loss of my fdate?^* — Oh! 3enor, neither 
Maria nor I have been capable of any thing since that 
unhappy hour, and we have been ashamed to look oar 
eompadre in the face.**^<« Well, well," said I^«« as I sup. 
pose you are convinced that your careful * shutting of 
the gate and keeping it locked^ has been rather late, 
, and that to continue to do so will i«event fbrther losses, 
I desire that you and Maria may return to your busi- 
ness, and leave the discovery of the thief to others." 

Plato of all kind,' sometimes of very elaborate work* 
manship, is easy to be obtained at the Bank of Potosi 
for about 4hree and threepence per ounce, and I have 
fotuid it to the full as economical as European crockery 
ware. 

It is due to the benevolent disposition of the saint to 
add, that in the course of a few weeks he acceded to the 
unremitting prayers of Jos^ and Maria; but, instead of 
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orerwhelmin^ them with joy, u I expected such on 
event was likely to do, it actually conTcrted the one into 
a tiger and the other into a tigress. On the first iutima« 
lion they received of the detection of the thief, (who 
proved to he an Indian in the habit of providing forage 
for my horses,) away they went, furious, and when the 
plates were found, they literally tore every pgurtide of 
clothing in tatters bom the man's body, then beat him 
with the plates, which might be seen flourishing about 
his head as actively as a pair of cymbals, and were 
each battered into a shapeless mass, without the slight, 
est consideration that the property was mine. The up* 
roar spread through Potosi, and no thief ever after ven- 
tured to purloin the property entrusted to Jos^v- 

I have already enumerated in my establishment, self^ 
major-domo, and housemaid, to which I have to add, a 
peone, my head groom, who received the wages of six 
dollars per month, and an.Jndian, who was ** every 
thing hy turns and nothing long ;*' or in other words, 
having, as is generally the case, the least wages, he had 
the mo8t work, thus making altogether a family of five 
persons. 

The weekly biU of the bouse expenditure, which was 
regulated entirely by Jos^ and except when I had a 
few firiends to dinner, never varied in tlie amount two 
shillings in any week, was nearly seven dollars. 

Apothec^ies* drugs are drugs indeed, and excessively ^ 
dear, which will hardly be the case when science ad. 
vances and avails herself of the great variety of medi. 
cinal plants and herbs which abound in the valleys of 
Peru ; but, for the present, I strongly recopunend all 
visiters to this country to beware of mock-doctors and 
their infallible poisons. It is by no means unusual for^ 
an apothecary, who happens to be unprovided with the 
ingredients specified in the recipe, to send you the value 
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of faai monej (which moM alwtj^ accompui; it) in 
mne other dm^ of Mb own Mtection, but which 70a 
of coarie awdlow, Buppoaing them to be thoae thai 
wete ordered. If fou chance to meet the npothecory at 
tny future period, jon will be relieved Irom uij doubt 
of his iulentioD to defraud, for he will boast of the fit- 
vour that he conaidered be waa coni^rring on jou, in 
■ending at the aame price, drugs infinitely stronger and 
dearer than tboie mentioned in the recipe : jou are 
l&en, probobl; for ^ first lime, enabled to account tor 
the very ettimordinarj and uneipected effects of ytnu 
doctor's ptescriptitKi. 



CHAPTER IX. 

All's well ihst ends well— Dead islHp-.<:Briiivst ntenimeBt— C«- 
luiog of ihe Cholas— CDSSHtueoee or uking out i pssspon-'IMs. 
covciy Df a conipltsr;— Tttuuilet sEotm— Slcgulu supeisUciuni 



Febrnsry ISth. I had the gratification of reeeiviiig 
letters &OTn our chief (Mmunissioner, approving the steps 
I had taken in reduung our eslaUishment ; and, for the 
final settlement of oar concerns here, he transmitted to 
me the tbllowingf powers. 

" It being necessary to conclude forthwith all the con. 
<xna of the Potosi, La Pal, and Peruvian Mining As. 
•ociatimi, you hare my power and authority to t*ke all 
such steps.Bs you may judge fit for this object. Yon 
"ilJ sell to the best advanta^ of the society all the oE 
^^ of whatever description, that there may be at Po- 
. -aini, tn , word, ibr the purpose of condacting the 

"nesa .^th the greater oonvemenoe, I confer upon 
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yoil the powen that I h6L<i, eonyinoed that, iii prudence 
and djaeretkni, yoa will do erery thing in the best man* 
ner for the benefit of the fiK)ciety> 

Signed, 

JAKsa Paroissibn.^* 

Although it was very satisfactory to be posf^ssed of 
such, full powers, I had long since anticipated and acted 
upon them from my own authority, convinced that, in 
onr situation, indecision and delay could produce no 
good. , 

** The fated sky 
Gives tts free eeope, only dotb backward pull 
Oar slow designs, when we ourselves are dull." 

All's will that knds well. 

And wishing all to end well in this case I settled 
every daim against the Association over which I^ had 
any control, with the single exertion of the rent for 
Linares* house ; the money lor this purpose I have been 
daily expecting to receive from the chief commissioner, 
and the payment of it would leave me free to retrace 
my steps homeward in solitude and disappointment. 

28th. Had a stranger for the first time entered Potosi 
about noon cm this day, he might have imagined that he 
had arrived in an uninhabited city. All doors and win- 
dows were closed ; business of every kind was at a 
stand, even the market-places were deserted and without 
any supply of provisions : not a living soul was to be 
seen in the streets : the wary condor, which usually shuns 
the abode of man, soared over the town as in surprise at 
the desolation ; a death-like silence prevailed, as though 
the inhabitants were stretched in their tombs or stretch- 
ed in their beds, dead asleep !-^yes, precisely 8o,-rrdead 
asleep !-— This was the real cause. Yesterday being 
Shrove Tuesday, the entire day and night were spent in 
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I oonftmoedfioaiidof ntrthandftfltivi^ peeolimr to tl^ 
poople, who tft all times prefer thear Danefoas bolidayi 
to their few days of work; bat, ob thk tetival, all 
thoughts of the oonoems of this world or the next are 
utterly ahaadoned, &r the purpose of devotiiig them 
wholly and solely to the enjoyment of the Uut day of the 
camivaL 

Grand&thers and grandmothers, with one foot in the 
grave, withdraw it on thb occasion for a last feel^e hop 
in the dancing-ring of yomiger generations. All seem 
inspired with the innocent folly of first childhood, and 
the whole population, male and female, become blended 
as in one family-party of joy and jubilee. Being one <^ 
them, I should feel for ever ashamed had I declined per- 
forming my part ; I therefore dealt and received, with 
inconsiderate prodigality, showers of floor, powdered 
starch, and bon-bons ; I pelted the ladies and wbm pelted 
by them, with doiens of egg shells, filled with p^-ftuned 
waters, which are sometimes poured, even to drenching, ^ 
upon some fhvourite victim, and a well-directed shot in 
the fiioe with one of those e^g shells is not at all times 
agreeable ; but, as all suffer alike, no <me can feel angry 
at a feUow.sufferer*s joke— 

'* Nor Jest mean insult, where men sympatblse." 

Such was the soene yesterday, and such the exhaus' - 
tion occasioned by dancing, racing, singing, screaming, 
and unbounded indulgence in drink of all sorts foe 
twenty.foor snccessive hours^.that this day one half of 
the inhabitants kept their beds firom inebriety, and the 
other half firom excessive, fatigue ; that is to say, some 
were as intoxicated with joy as others were with drink- 
ing. 

Towards evening, animation being restored, aU again 
rose, and, according to ancient eiistomi dressed and 
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adorned diemseives in all the fkihm and finery they 
either possessed, or borrevred, or ooold in any way ol^ 
tain ; then proceeded in pronMiiade to a short dbtantie 
from the town, under' the great mountain, there in one 
grand tettnHa to sit and oonverse, or, fyt those who had 
strong^ left, to dance till ^sunset This assemblage is 
for the purpose of <* hnrying the festivities of the ear. 
nival," for, at the close of the evening, guitars, fiddles, 
and pipes, are bound round with black crape or ribbons, 
and, with these emblems of mourning, buried in the 
earth^ their uses being supposed to have oeased witii the 
termination of the carnival. 

The scene was as ctfrious as it was britiiant ; the 
quantity of •diamonds, pearly and gtAd and silver oma- 
ments,that was displayed, according to the circumstances 
of the wearers, was immense, ^me of the ear-rings 
are so ponderous, as to require round the top of the 
head a gold chain, the ends of which are attached to 
the ear rings, to reTievp the ears from the weight. ■ The 
Cholas, in particular, pride themselves in ^e exhibition 
of their jewelry on this evening ; their dress, too, is 
more conspicuous than, that of others; a/uU-plaited pet- 
ticoat, containing from twelve to fourteen yards of rieh 
velvet or satin, trimmed with ribbons of the giost gaudy 
colours, and sometimes with festoons of artificial flowers. 
A gcarf is thrown over the shoulders, but not so as to 
hide the shining raven tresses that hang in plaits down 
the Inick ; on the head they sometimes wear a' narrow- 
brimmed black hat, similar to that of the Welsh women. 
The whole produces a very striking effect on a fine 
handsoifie figure, which, at the age of twenty, they .ge* 
nerally exhibit. 

AMiough the dajrs of the carnival were spent in tu- 
multuous gfee, and mneh drunkenness prevailed amojBg 
all the lower orders, quttrrds were ftw, wad, in the 
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deniwt orowd, fucking pockets was never known or 
heard of. The Indians contmoed ninning through the ' 
streets, moming, noon, ^nd night, beating drums, blow- 
ing horns and whistles, accompanied by the screams of 
women and children, but never molested other parties, 
and seemed in perfect eoncord among themselvee^ 

It is scarcely fiur to mention the solitary excepticm. of 
a dispute which ended in a pugilistic fight between two 
Indians, fine young men, who, althuAigh quite tmin- 
structed, displayed .astonishing science. I felt, I know 
not why or wherefore, a delightful satisfaction in. wit- 
nessing the dexterity with which they alternately gave 
and defended the most tremendous blows ; and when the 
** claret began to flow" from eyes, mouth, and noee, I 
was surprised to find myself left alone to enjoy the sport 
The natives, when they failed in restoring peace, turned 
in disgust from a scene to which they were unaccus- 
tomed ; whilst I, with the true characteristic feeling of a 
Briton, gwe every encouragement to the combatants, and 
maintained the laws of honour and fair play between 
. theih, until both fell exhausted by their ^ punishment," 
wl^ich was so dreadfully and skilfully inflicted, that^ had 
it occurred in England, it must have made the fortunes 
of both; but here, it ne&rly.cost them their lives, with- 
out gratifying any soul, except myself. Such bluntness 
of sentiment and absence of all manly feeling may, 
however, be overlooked in a nation of semi-barbarians, 
.whose improvement in manners, and refinement in 
taste, let us hope, will gradually take place among other • 
benefits to be expected from the glorious revcdution. 

March 6tfa. In order to be in readiness to leave Potosi 
the moment the rent for Linares^ house should be paid, 
I took out a piassport for Buenos Ayres, which induced 
a suspicion in the mind of the vigilant agent of La Se- 
iiora Linares, that I was going a little sooner than he 
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wished ; and, thinking that I had forgotten my real re- 
sponsibility to him, he thid day waited upon me, accom- 
panied by a friend, who required security for the rent, 
and at the same time delivered a legal injunction, pro- 
hibiting my departure from Potosi until it should be 
satisfied. The friend proved to be an algttaeilt and the 
proceeding neither more nor less than the arrest of my 
person for the debt, but for which I found no difficulty 
in procuring bail. Personal restraint, however, even for 
Qne*s own doings, must at all times be gallingly irk- 
some ; that it is much more so when imposed upon us 
by the acts of otherd, many in the King^s Bench can 
probably testify. 

7th. Hark ! the hour of attack approaches. The go- 
vernment of this republic have for some time past 
had information, that the revolutionary disturbances of 
the neighbouring states had their advocates here, and 
that conspiracies were on foot to subvert the existing 
order of things. 

The truth of the information has just b^en confirmed 
by tl^e discovery of a gang of conspirators in fiill as- 
sembly; and, after a stout resistance, with exercise of 
gun, sword, and bayonet, on both sides, the government 
succeeded in maldng twenty-eight prisoners. Their 
plan, it appears, was first to have obtained possession of 
a store where six hundred stand of arms and some am- 
munition are kept ; with these they were to have attack' 
ed the barracks, where about 350 Colombian soldiers 
are quartered, and thence proceeded to the mint, where 
they hoped to have acquired the *• sinews of war." The 
colours of the republic of Buenos Ayres were to have 
been hoisted in the great square, under an idea that 
many of the inhabitants would rally .round it as firiends 
to that republic, becauise it happens to be at present in 
hostility to this ; a mistake that purprised me not a lit- 



144 IBAVBM IN »KW' 

ZL^^^^tbe PeruvUns towar<U the Boeuo. 
5!^^ hatred that exirte iKrtweeB the Spaiuar^ 

7«K« h>iii visited the Peninaula, is not more 
rSTtl^^t^wrreubsi^ between the Per^^ 

r S«L America, rtates-petty jc^TooBie^ that keep 

eiUK.r party. But the ultimate object of *« ^°fP^ 
tor.,^y &r the meet «Uy of theu P^'^.f'^ *^^^^ 

..nple re«.urce3 which Spam poe«=3»ee ^"^ «^ 
fora. ««1 wi«d, directed, and were '^^J^^ 
frCmt»tine division., it wo* be no ^^^^ 
for her, in the pre«nt rivalship between Ihe pronnce^ 
and perwnal dispute, between repubUcan governor, and .. 
ehie6.to march ui army from Panama to Cape Hora, 
without encountering any a erioua resistance. »»*«"• 
long that army oopld keep po«e.sion of the coun^ I 
pretend not to say. Certain it is. that » Vtwr W Rey. 
is asound, and nothing more; for it is quite unpoeabte 
that Spain can ever again permanentty poeserw one toot 
of ground in this quarter of the world. 

13th. The sun, in the foreqoon of the lart few day8,ha» 
beenmtensely hot, and the evenings ewessivelycold. An 
itinerant Frwich quack, who has lately arrived here on 
a tour of guUibiUiy, happening to have a thermometer, 
I asoartaJtted this day that Fahrenheit stood before noon 
at 660, and in the aJfteme«n at 43°, making in the 8pa<» 
of four houzs a4liffei«nce of 24 degcees in the tempera^ 
tore of the -weather. 

14tli. " The voice of Tkj/ thunder toai heard round 
about i tiU Ughtniag ahone upon the groymd; the. earth 
utu moved, and ehoek untJud." 
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Wonderfbl and terrible was the storm <ji£ this vnming. 
A party of lur assembled in a laag baico&y in the upper 
part of our house, and there sat for an hour, silently 
witnessing its effects as it raged and blazed in the valley 
beneath the town. The blue lighthings darted around 
in ten thousand daaszling flashes, and lost themselves in 
the earth, whilst the thunder roBed from mountain to 
mountain in long-continued peals, absolutely stunning 
to the senses, and baffling the power of description. 
Dense Uack clouds, intermixed with brilliant hues of 
' bine and green, beautified the scene of awfld magnifi- 
eence^ 

I was not aware till now, that where earthquakes are 
prevalent, us at Lima, there is seldom or ever either 
thimder or lightning; and where thunder storms are 
conmion^ as at PotosI, eartiiqnakes are unknown. 
Among our party in the balcony this evening was a 
Lima fiunily, whose terror of the storm was particularly 
conspicuous; and when I expressed my surprise that 
they, who had given me so many accounts of the dread- 
fill earthquakes they hod experienced, should now feel 
so very much affrighted at a thunder storm, I was in- 
stantly stopped shOTt by the fervent exclamation of the. 
whole fkmily— >* Holy Virgin! Mother of God! remove 
us but from this terrible scene, and place us, if thou wiH, 
amidst all the earthquakes in the world !** 

Such is the effect of ciistom : some feel astonishment 
in beholding towns and villages built among ruins, or at 
the foot of vc^canoes, that repeatedly, and but recently, 
perhaps, overwhelmed the former inhabitants: while the 
present, totally. unconcerned, live in as much confidence of 
security as those of places where such accidents never 
occurred. This absence of apprehension, produced by 
habit, may l>e obsehred in many dangerous trades and 
oceupaticms, and has been ludicrously exemplified by 

13* 
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tbtt Milon whob airat n^ in a OMtle dwriiig a violent 
■tonB, wisbed hiniifllf Mfe on baud ship, in the midst 
of the ocetto. ^ 

90th. ReeeiTed a letter frosi oar chief oommieuoaer 
dated from Arica, where he mentions. that ahnost every 
individual of the Aaeociationic ill with fever and ^giM, 
To me he gives the oonaoling. inibrmatioirthat ^ rmuat 
not expect one penny from him*** This I thougiU hiM^d, 
after I had settled the affiurs of the A^fKtoctation, for, had 
the information been given sooner^ I might in all jo*- 
tioe have taken care of myself oUt of the meaop I pre- 
viously possessed, but which I disbursed in full con& 
dence of receiving aremittance. I havenow nothing far it 
but to raise the wind by disposing of sundry little - arti* 
des of gusto and curiosity,' purchased at. different tiraes^ 
in the hopeful hour of our prosperity, and I shall eosk" 
sider myself fortunate if my loss does not exceed fifty 
per cent. I now yawned wider and louder than 
before, and Ennui hugged me closer than oyer in her 
stultifying embrace. 

24th. In the afternoon of this day, Sefior Viilan^eva, 
the leader of ^ late conspiracy, was led into the public 
square, tied to a post, and shot. He was attended by a 
great many priests and friars, loudly clamorous in sup- 
plication of mercy from the Saviour, whose image 
on a cross was carried by one of them before the cul- 
prit, as he proceeded to execution. This ill>fated man 
was of a highly respectable family, but had ^equenUy 
before been engaged in conspiracy and intrigue, and as 
often escaped punishment He was the <mly one of the 
lately detected gang who suffered death, although the 
evidence of guilt was precis^y the same against them 
alL The consequence of this ill.judged lenity, as regards 
society at large, has been the encouragejdaent, not the 
repression, of conspiracy and sedlti<m, /In a country 
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where, is enry claw of H&, there are but fti«r oceopa- . 
tions, there muet of necessity be many idlers, and idlers 
are g^aenHy the most discontented ctf mankind* Vhese^ 
meet at comers of streets, in pulperiaB, and in cofiee- 
boiises, to pass the time in smoking cii^ars. One of the 
party accidentally m^itions thai ** Don Fulanci has got 
an aj^Kxintment under govemment of fifty dollars s 
month." ^ How came he to get it?" says another. ^ I 
have more right to it than he," says a third. ^ Let oa 
have a revolittion," says a fourth. ^ Corriente ! — ^with 
all my heart I" is the unanimous exclamation of the 
party. Fresh cigars are immediately lighted, and be* 
fore they are smoked out, the ^ rerolution" is planned. 
Guns, swords, and instois, ore talked of^ and some few 
are {vobaldy obtained ; but, being* more for the presumed 
object of protection to themselves than of injury to 
others, arms are not of paramount importanee. If the 
'* revolutimusts" understand that their plot has been dis- ' 
covered, tiiey abscond in aU hasl^ io distant towns and 
villages, where titiey reside in quiet tin their scheme has 
been forgotten, which generally ll^appens in the course of 
a fevr weeks. If they have not been able to effect their 
escape, &nd are made prisoners, ten to one but .they are 
thrown into>jail, where they probably remain also a 
few weeks, and are again let loose, one of them in the 
mean tim^ being selected to be shot in the great square, 
pour encourager les aHtre9' But if they prove, success- 
ful, which sometimes happens, tiiey turn • out of office 
^e existing authorities, and install themselves and 
fii^ids. Tbe first act of the new govemment is always 
to repeal some laemaieaf i^&r predecessors which had 
not met with public approbation ; this, with a proclama- 
tion of pardon and oblivion of all past political offences, 
obtains p(^pularity i a ball is giv^a at the oMda^ and 
every thing goes on smoothly finr a i^hde moon p^i^M ; 
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wlMn another cigw party aswmtdei, andaiCts, with little 
altoratioiif the same &rce over ag^ain. But what, it may 
be asked, are the military doing all this time T-^moking 
tkeir oigara ! 
r''^miiety-nine oat of every hundred of the South Ame-x 

' rican ohoppings and chuiges of government have been * 
thua effeete^ some few, and only a few, have been more' 
serious and more destructive of life and property ; but 
then they are much more likely than the former to t^id 
ultimately to permanent security and peace, 
/'^hen the mortal existence of the unhappy Villanueva. 

' was terminated by the discharge of three muskets at 
hi. breast, the Indiaiu, who were aiiuHi«r the assembled 
crowd, rushed forward (o scramble for pieces of the 
clothes of the deceased, whieh, according to some ex- 
traordinary superstition, they dipped in his blood, for 
the purpose of afterwards selling to the women who 

'make ehichat into which these rags are thrown on par- 
ticular occasions to produce a charm, when all the In- 
dians, male and female, in the neighbourhood, assemble 
and drink to excess of the horrible beverage/ / 
' Among the more innocent superstitions of the Indians, ■ 
of which there are as many as among my countrymen 
in the Emerald Isle, I shall relate the following, as I 
happened to be personally concerned in it A: fine In- - 
dian youth, of shininig copper colour, with hair of jet 
flowing down his shoulders, called' at the great gate of 
the house at which I lodged, and requested, " for the 
love of Maria Santiasima !** to be permitted to pass into 
my room, for he had a subject of infinite importance- 
(suma importancia) to communicate. He passed on, ' 
and entering my room, threw himself on his kneea^ in * 
an attitude of supplication, from which I vrith difficulty 

> raised him, saying, that that was the posture for address- 
irtjar Heaven, but not me. He replied that ** I could 
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now be of wtuxr^ uae to him tiian Heaven ;, andim|d(irod« , 
'^ with tears in his eyes, that I might assent to bis prayec^^ 

I was all amazement, and after forcing the man to rise 

from his kneeling posture, he said, ** Her was a servant 
; ofHhe condesa, (our M friend before alluded to,).;3vho 
I had turned him out of her hduse in conseqooioe of a 
' tthr&t dish having been stolen last night, and his feUow 

aenrants having accused him of being the thief. He 
\ knew, he said, that I was in possession of an arma^o, 
j which had discovered to me on a former occasion the 
' thief who had stolen my silver plates. He now threw 
', himself again on his knees, and prayed that I would 

> consult the armadillo as to the facts, and thereby relieve 
him from a charge, of which I shoold soon know that 
he was altogether innocent", % 

Being aware of the strange superstitions of the In* 
dians leifpecting these litde animals, and having heard 
several curious stories concerning them, this aj^Ucation 
was. not altogether a surprise to me. I however assured 
the Indian that I did not possess an armadillo, but only 
the shell of one, which I produced, in the hope of satis* 
fying him on that point : but I was mistaken, for he in- 
sisted that ** it was well known I had one alive, and/ 
that by means of it 1 had detected the thief who stole 
the pickraxe, as also several otiier evil deeds in Potoei, 
and that I Was in the habit of conversing with it every 
^^ 'night at twelve o^clock.*^ My assurance that I possess- 
ed no armadillo, and the declaration of. my belief that if 
I did I could obtain no information from tit, seemed only 
to distress the Indian, without producing any convictioa 
^ the unreasonableness of his .request, which he felt 
persuaded I refosed becan^ it was not accompanied 
with a foe. He jdeaded poverty, but vowed his services 

> in any way I should think fit to command, if I would 
i but consult my in&llible orade, which it was in vain to 
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dmj that I poetened, for ** my nocturnal conTersations' 
with the armadillo were notorious throu^ the whole 
neighbourhood.*' The eamestnesB of the Indian 00 
plainly bespoke his honesty, that I was indutiM to inter- 
cede with the good old lady Condesa, and had him re- 
stored to favour. ' 

36th. Why should a man, says Shakspeare, ^^ whose 
blood is warm within, sit like his grandsire cut in alabas- 
ter ?*' — ^What is to be gained by being dull and peevish ? 
-^Nothing ; well then 

"Let me play the fool*— 
With mhth aad laughter let old wrinkles come; 
And let my liver nther heat with wine, 
Than my heart cool with mortifying groans.*' 

A grand dinner was this day given' by I>on Pedro to 
the Minister Plenipotentiary from the republic of Peru 
to Bolivia^ and among the guests I had the honour of 
being invited. 

At three o'clock a numerous and exceedingly select 
company assembled in (as usual) a barn-like room, down 
the middle of which was a long narrow table, studded 
with plates, bottles of wine, and saucers, in alternate 
rows ; in the latter were small pieces of cheese, sausages, 
ham, and bacon, cut in fancifiil slices, for the gratifica- 
tion of the eye, as -well as the taste. Upon a side table 
were several bottles of rum and spruce beer, and plates 
of all sorts of cakes and confbctions,;which were presented 
by the host as a welcome to his guests on their entering 
the room. Ehdcea (sweetmeatl^ are at aB times highly 
prized in South America, and the handing them round 
with a glass of rum, (for on these particular occasions 
one glass serves a whole company,) affords a very happy 
opportunity of displaymg poHteness and attention-coin, 
th^ • '** ^' ^^oritry is more current, and more valued, 
*n any other in the world ; and he who dispenses it 
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lifaerony, not prodigally, will mver want .friends in 
South America. An Englishman must here abandon his 
own prejudices, and occasionally yield to the customs of 
those whom he may happen to visit, and into, whose so- 
ciety Jie must recollect he is always good-naturedly in- 
vited, never importunately urged. A little custom wiU 
soon TecaacUe him to various practices which may at 
first be found as repugnant to the. taste as a blaek dose ; 
hot aiterwards, Ihey all go down as easily as a pill. He 
is not expected to accept a cigar from* the mouth of an- 
other, nay, even firom a domestic, as in Spain, where, by 
declining it, you commit a grievous offence against 
friendship and good breeding. In South America I have 
never seen thii| act of friendly politeness proffered, be- 
cause every one is usually furnished with a stock of to- 
bacco in his pockets. But you must accept with grate* 
ful acknowledgment the remains of a glass of rum ; the 
more lips it has touched the more cordiality in the 
dram; — off with it! and beware of wiping ypur mouth 
either before or afler it Should you be induced to wipe 
the brim of the glaA before drinking, or turn it between 
yourself and the light to seek a little spaCe free from 
humidity, your reputation is gone for ever ! — ** Que bar- 
haro I — Que hombre tan grosero /" — " Jeinia ! Jwe / 
Jetna /'*^ When a lady selects a gentleman from the 
company, by beckoning, or calling him to take her glass 
and sip after her, the compliment is then highly enviable ; 
and whether het lips be pale and shrivelled by the wintry 
efi^Bct of years, or cherry-ripe and pouting in the fragrance 
of summer, he is bound by the well understood laws of 
respect, etiquette, honour, gallantry, Iqve, and all their 

* ThupNor^^ wlttch is pronounced as if written ' Haysoos," is a 
very cominon exclamation amongst ladies, as well as gentlemen ; 
but id meant in a pious, never in an iminaus sense. 
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little jetloaaiefl, to imprint hi^ own lipe t^n the preciae 
•pQt where those were placed which preceded liini, and 
then to take off the very last drop in the ^lase. « 

We eonsomed a bbttle of nun and - some bottles of 
spruce beert with a few cakes and dulcet^ in this friendly 
manner, before the order for dinner was giTen. Slaves, 
male and female, black, tawny, copper, and raoktto, 
then enteifed the room, bearing ponderous dishes of 
'silver, with soups, meats, and vegetables, and covefsd 
every vacant spof upon the table, to which the guests 
now drew nigh with an unlimited profusion of oeremv 
nious bows, and squeezed themselves as well as iSbej 
could, with pinioned arms, into the ^w inches of 
space allotted to eadi. ■{ was amoi^ the fcnrtunate who 
obtained a seat to their satis&ction ; on my right was 
the Peruvian Minister Plenipo, and on my left a very 
handsome, plump, and provokingly brilliant-eyed young 
lady, of whose attention and conversation, however, I 
had no share ; both being entirely engrossed "by her left- 
hand neighbom^t Q- respectable shopkeeper, whose in- 
sinuating manners and huge wliiskers had gained. him 
admissicm into the £kleii of domestic life, where this 
young lady lived in theafTection c^her husband, adorned 
with all that earth and heaven could invent to make, her 
amiaMe in his eyes, when one day, — "' may that return- 
ing day "be night!'*— this wily sho]^eeper presented his 
imsuspectihg victim with^while I tell it do I live!— 
with six pair of Parisian inlk stockings ! received in a 
consignment of goods from Buenos Ayres. From that 
moment the sanctity of the marriage vow was forgotten, 
and-'-- but that has nothing to do -With the dinner, 
which bore undeniable testimony tv the plenteousness of 
the markets of Potosi, and at the same time conferred 
imperishable honour on the negi^o artist who composed 
and amalgamated the hundred and one dishes of this 
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siiiii|»tuou8 feaat, worthy to gniify the Mnniality <g£ a 
cardinal Archbiahop of Toledo. At the dinner table 
sondry little eompUments, oonstitatingr the etiquette <tf 
Bocietj, must also be given and received with all goodli- 
ness of manner. If you happen to be helped to any pe- 
culiarly welldreeeed dish, yon must first luraise it aloud, 
in <nrder to enhance its value, and to attract the notice of 
the company ; you then stretch across the table with a 
tit^bit on the end of your fork, presenting it to whom- 
soever you wish to distinguish by this mark of favour, 
and who, in accepting it, retains your fork; but, as a 
nUificatum of the act, returns to you Ais or kert. At 
the second course, these compliments become general > 
when, in the space of a few minutes, you may have been 
favoured with a mouthful firom every fork at the table, 
whilst your own has gone the round of the whole com. 
pany. Plates and dishes being removed, bottles of daret, 
of Frontignac, of cider, and of spruce beer, were inter- 
mingled upon the table, and the 4>eedy consumption of 
the beverage proved it to be agreeable to the guests. 
Toasts and sentiments, accompanied by speeches, went 
their round as rajodly as the bottles^ The Americans 
are peculiarly fond of table oratory. When it has hap- 
pened that two or three, candidates for the attention of 
the company have risen at the same time, I have seen 
momentary disputes respecting the right (^ speaking 
firsts and on those occasions I observed that the presi- 
dent generally settled the difference by speaking himself. 
The English mode of expressing applause, ** Hip ! hip I 
hip ! Hurra ! hurra ! hurra !" has been adopted in America, 
and the uproar of a dinner party there, is not exceeded 
by that of the ha{^iest midnight revellers at the London 
Tavern ; neither is it an uncommon thing td see every 
glass on the table broken, or dashed against the walls of 
the apartment — the climax of joyous foeling and satis- 

VOL. II. 14 
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Action at what has heen said, implying that the m^eet 
10 too good ever again to snflfer the same glaBeea to be 
defiled by being made to cmitain a bumper to any leas 
aooeptaUe sentiment. 

At this merry meeting, we hip, hip, hipped, and 
hnrra'd to the honour of Bolivar, Sucre, Mr. Canning, 
and other digUnguidog, whoee names gave rise to infinit]^ 
of patriotic speeches, and to the emptying of nomberless 
bottles, which elevated the whole company to the higlieift 
pitch of hilarity ant^ good wtlL It would reqnire every 
page in my book to note with deserving accuracy all 
the toasts and sentiments of patriotism, love, and loyalty^ 
with their accompanying speeches, that were given in 
the course of this happy night ; some of them exceedingly 
d-propotf and delivered with a feeling corresponding to 
the subject My toast was received with uproarious ap- 
plause, three times three, and the destruction of every 
glass in the room. I took the opportunity of proposing 
it immediately after the health of several distinguished 
generals had. given, and of course prefaced it with an 
eloquent speech, the idiom and pronunciation of which 
afforded a fair share of amusement, as those of most 
persons do, nHien publicly declaiming in a foreign lan- 
guage, particularly when straining to rival other speak.^ 
ers in the flowery beauties of oratory. ^My toaiit, how- 
ever, was faultless, — ^it was really perfection ! Here it is 
in English — "May this land^ so favoured by Provi- 
dence, long know no other generals, than General Peace, 
General Industry, and General Happihess !" Every 
glass in the room was shivered to atoms in an instant. 

The night was well advanced before I took my leave 
of this jovial assembly, and, in returning home, although 
I distinctly saw two moons, their light was not sufficient 
to prevent me from losing my way, and wandering 
through the streets in great perplexity a fhll hour. 
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thoofh at sttrtiag I was not ten inmates' walk from my 
own door. 



CHAPTER X. 

A lint letter->Bones of ancient giants of Tarija— Hone grenadier 
guards of Colombia— A bold scheme boldly executed— Military 
rencontre. 

Ap^il 38tlv To recover the amoont of a few hundred 
dollars In bills, which had been transmitted to me on an 
individaal in Chuquisaca, I set out for that city, and 
owing to the fiiendly interference of Don Manuel Martin 
de la Santa Cruz, whom I had occasion to mention in 
his office of Provost of the University, on my first visit 
to that city, I succeeded in recovering three hundred 
and fiAy dollars. I remained but one day in Chuquisaca, 
then returned to Potosi, where, by the sale of ores pre- 
viously extracted fi;om our mines, together with a fund 
arising from the disposal of part of my private property, 
I have. at length been enabled to leave with Mr. Garda 
the means of paying the rent of Linares* house when it 
becomes due, retaining a sufficient sum to bear my ex- 
penses to Buenos Ayres. When I had accomplished 
this anxiously-looked-fer object, I lost not a moment in 
writing my last -letter from Potosi to the directors, in 
the following terms :— 

**IJong since informed by letters fi^mi your board, 
that * no pecuniary assistance from Bngland must under 
any consideration be expected,* and, by letters from your 
chief commissioner, that he * cannot send me one rial,* 
I have no alternative, to avoid the last stage of distress, 
but to depart from Potosi whilst I have the means of de- 
frajdng the expenses of the long and lonely journey be- 
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fi»re me. I propote leaving this to-inonow fi^ Tarija, 
where I have a friend, on whoee hoepitality I mnet 
thrpw mytelf, until the road to Buenoe Ayree is re-opened 
to the public, political oommotiong having 'for some 
time past completely intercepted aU communication 
with the lower provinces. 

**Mj late companions in disappointment have dis- 
persed and gone where each thought he could best earn 
his bread. For myself, I have remained at my post, 
until all support and even hope of support have been, 
withdrawn from me; but notwithstanding the difficulties 
with which we have been beset, it is a consolation to 
know, that in transferring to Mr. Garda the authority I 
possess^ in the absence of the chie)* commissioner, I 
have left nothing for that gentleman to perform; he 
merely waits the final directions of your board respect- 
ing this iU-fiited enterprise. 

**' Very small means would have sufficed to carry the 
object of this Association (under new restrictions) into 
fuU and prosperous eflfect, which must prove how cul- 
pably negligent the directors of it have been, to have so 
suddenly and effectually occamoned its ruin, by acts, 
wholly and solely {Mroceeding from themselvea. I have 
the honour to be,** &c. 

The friend alluded to in the foregoing letter, is Colonel 
O^Conor, who liad recommended me to take the road to 
Tarija, and offered me an aiylnm in his house, until it 
should be ascertained that the passage tcr Buenos Ayres 
was free and safe to travel. The province of Tarija, I 
have already had occasion to mention, and hope soon to 
be able to speak of it from personal observation; fer the 
{M'esent I shall only remark, that it is particularly cele- 
brated for bones and even whole skeletons of prodigious 
size, which have been feund from time to time in ravines, 
and in the sides of banks and precipices^' Throughout 
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Amefica, to this day, tbey are imowii and talked of ail 
"MiMM 4e lot giganUt wOigwm de Tlsrija," (bones of 
(he tneient giants »f Tarija.) I iuiTe freqnently heaxd 
the gravest discussions upon them, and those who are « 
little incredulous as to the existence of a former race of 
giants endeavour to account for the growth ot increase 
of the bonei^ by Reason of the properties of the soil ; but 
on no occasion did I ever hear it mentioned that they- 
.belonged to any beast, or at all doubted, that they were 
any other than human bones; nay, I have even heard the 
well-known, the learned, and scientific Doctor Redhead, 
talk dubiously of *« the BhouJider4>Jade," " the knee.j<Hnt,** 
"^ the tooth, ^c." of a skeleton of one of the giants of Ta^ 
Fija.» 

I had for some time past been in correspondence with . 
my friend Colonel O'Conor, on this and pther subject^, 
and as his letters had the effect of dispersing eimui, — 
that painful sensation of a dull and frigid existence, the 
suffisring of whidi, like a weight of lead upon the brain, 
I have latterly been compelled to bear — ^I shall here in. 
troduce those letters, in the hope that they will likewise 
avert ennui from tiie reader ; though after the excellent 
entertainment I so lately gave him at the conclusion of 
the last chapter, I cannot suppose he is so soon sleeping 
the siesta. 

" M T DEAR ntlBND, 

** Soon after the receipt of your last letter, ^ rode 
twelve leagues from Tarija to inspect a skeleton, of 
which I had received information. I found it lying on 

* Mention is very gravely made in the ancient history of Peru, 
by Garcillaso and otben, ef tbe existence of a race of giants, all 
males, on the borders of Atacama, and wlio, having excited tJie 
wrath of heaven, were ultimately destroyed by thunder and Iight> 
ning: Thia tale arrayed in the dignity of history, has kept alive 
the belief that generally prevails, as to the kue§c3 de fignnte*. 

14* 
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the edfe of a nriiie c^ white stony euth, the betd car. 
ried away by the tarrent which the none annaally oeca- 
aioo. I made every effort to raise it as it was, but each 
bone mouldered into dost on clearing away the day. It 
was crippled in the attitude in which it lay, but even so 
it metunired fourteen &et from the shoulder blade, which 
was apparent, to the foot* 

*^The emrildo (corporation) here have laid claim to 
another skeleton, iHiich u not yet taken up : they say it 
is perfect, and that the bones are petrified. They h<^ 
to sell it to some foreiffn museum, and expect to get ten 
thousand dollars fer it A Franciscan friar has given me 
a jaw4ooth, which I keep on my table for you ; it weighs 
nearly two pounds without the roots, and is two indhes 
and a half in diameter.** 

TTie following letter was upon a very different subject 
from the foregoing, and in order to make it. fully under- 
stood, it becomes necessary to give some account of the 
event to which it alludes. 

In one of the provinces of the RcpuUic of Bolivia^ 
called Cochabamba, and in the town of the same name, 
was quartered the Colombian regiment of cavalry, ** Lob 
granaderoi 4 eabatto de la ffunrdia de Colombia^" which,. 
for gallant and exemplary eon jiuct, was perhaps the first 
among the regiments that most distinguished themBehes 
in the war of independence. I have frequently heard 
** the horse grenadier guards of Colombia" praised, in 
terms similar to those which, in England, we have all 
heard applied to the Scots Greys, the Life Guards, or any 
other particularly distinguished regiment In a word, it 
was a ** crack corps,** and both officers and men were 
proud of the honour of belonging to it. It occurred one 

* The opinioiu, oi st leaat the dtubta^ of my fKitndf coincide 
witb thow of Or, Redhead, and with thoee of the whole nation. 
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day, that the oommanding officer, ^ for aomething or {or 
Aothing,** struck one of the men : this ^called forth oh* 
servations from one of the lieatenants, named Matute, in 
terms that occasioned his being placed under arrest. 
Matute was a mulatto* who had signalised himself by 
feats of the most undaunted 4>raYery in repeated engage- 
ments with the enemy, and very naturally had become a 
great favourite with the men, whom he had often led on 
to victory. With the officers of his regiment he was not 
on such good terms, whether on account of a haughty 
and reserved manner peculiar to himself, or from wounded 
feelings in consequence of having been passed over in a 
general promotion, I never distinctly ascertained. How- 
ever, when under arrest, he determined upon leaving his 
regiment, and when released, he lost no time in maturing 
and executing the plan which he had projected f^ that 
purpose. Judging from his own flings, that a soldier 
accustomed to a life of activity, victory, and booty, would 
readily abandon his quiet country quarters fer any op- 
portunity of returning to the former, Matute saw in the 
existing state of things in the Lower Provinces, then at 
war one with the other, a fair field for his desperate am- 
bition, and thought that with a handiul of men, trained 
and courageous as himself, he might turn the fortune of 
war in fe.vour of whatever state he pleased, and after- 
wards, with his sword still unsheathed, exact his own 
terms fer the benefit conferred. These designs he com- 
municated to such of the non-commissioned officers of 
his corps as he well knew he could confide in; they, in 
their turn, on the same principle, secured about a hun- 
dred men in the grand plot of desertion. To this party, 
in one or two secret meetings, Matute explained h6w the 
scheme was to be conducted, named himself commandant- 
general, appointed captains and other officers firom the 
number, and held out hopes and promises too dazzling 
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to be resisted by men Mth whom the nicest point of 
honour consisted in the dexterity with which each could 
manage the point of his lance ; for the granadero9 d 
fmbatio carried tremendous lances, and were celebrated 
for their &tal espertness in the use of them. 

The day fixed for abandoning their colours for ever 
was that on which Matute was officer of the guard at 
the barracks. This fine regiment consisted of between 
three and four hundred men, consequently the majority 
knew nothing of the conspiracy; had they suspected 
any thing of the kind, it would have been easy to pre- 
vent it, but no such suspicion could exist in such a regi- 
ment ; even if that Were possible, the determination, the 
dignity, and coolness, of Matute were sufficient to allay 
it ; no distrust could attach to the conduct of so distin- 
guished an officer. 

At a particular opportunity, whidi, like every other 
circumstance attending the adventure, was of course 
well and carefully concerted, Matute gave orders for a 
certain portion of the regiment to ** saddle, and turn out, 
in marching order," Many of the non-commissioned 
officers and men present appeared % a moment amaied 
and confounded ; no trumpet had sounded, the time was 
unusual, the order irregular, but still nothing like «ttS|ii- 
cion existed in the mind of any man ; the command of 
their (^cer was peremptory, and their discipline such 
as to induce obedience, to which they were still farther 
encouraged by the alacrity with which they perceived so 
many of their comrades obey the order. Within ten 
minutes of time, two hundred men, with Lieutenant 
Matute at their head, were on their march ; they passed 
the b^racks where two regiments of infantry were quar- 
tered. ** Where are ye going 7" was a question put a 
hundred different times to the horse grenadier guards, 
and to which many of the latter honestly replied, ** Qutes 
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tube /** Others in the plot, ifave sach wmren as best 
muted their purpose. 

They passed on unmolested and nnsospected throuf h 
the town of Cochabamba, and when about a league be> 
jond it, Matute halted his men, declared his design to 
those wlio were not already acquainted with it, and said 
that ** an who wished to return^ were at full liberty so to 
doi and hoped that none would follow him who had not 
Talour and perseverance to acquire fiune, fortune, and 
independence, by means of their own swords.** 

Of those who had been lately surprised into this 
scheme, some returned to their quarters, and some gladly 
adhered to the standard of freebooters, whose whole force, 
amounting to one hundred and fifty men, with their com- 
mandant-general at their head, took the road to Salta, 
about five hundred miles distant 

It is unnecessary to mention the consternation excited 
in the government, and, indeed, throughout the country, 
by this desperate proceeding; suffice it to say, that all 
the means taken, prompt and feasible as they were, 
proved ineffectual in arresting the^march of the deserters. 
The only check they met with, I now proceed to relate 
in the words of Colonel 0*Conor, to whose letter I pre- 
viously alluded. 

^^Never did I undertake a plan that prmnised so fiu 
vourably, until the first fatal shot which our soldier fired, 
ioid which gave warning to the enemy ; half a minute 
later, and not a single soul of those who were coming 
into the^ village would have escaped. Such, my dear 
Saendf are the chances of war. Matute and bis com- 
panions entered Salta, where the governor immediately 
employed them, and marched them fi>r Tucuman to 
co-operate with a Colonel Bedoya, who was tranquil- 
Using that province. On their march, they were gained 
over to the party of Gorrite and Puche, men of influence 
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ia the provinoe of Salta, and <qipoaed to the governor, 
aiftinst whom the j now tamed, and drove him from his 
goremment** 

After depoeing the gotemor of Salta, Matote pro- 
chumed himaelf military ehief of that dtf, and in the 
hope of aeqniring party and influenoe, married into a 
fiunily of the first reapectabiUty and consideration : the 
match was opposed by all the rektiona of the yoanir 
Udy, for it most not be supposed that snch a character 
as Matute, howeyer great the political consequence be 
might acquire, was likely to receive the countenance of 
the sober and well disposed members of society. His 
late conduct could not in any country have excited 
stronger sentimenti of disapprobation than wtere gene- 
rally expressed here. His corps of lancers gave him a 
power and authority, neither to be shaken, nor easUy 
resisted by an assemblage of ^shoeless and half naked 
peasantry, caUed soldiers, who were much better ac- 
quainted with the use of the Zosso than with that of pikes, 
sabres, and fire arms. 

With respect to Matute*8 marriage, we know that dis- 
tinguished gallantry is justly a favourable recommenda- 
tion to the fiiir ; and, viewing only the heroic features 
of bis character, the lady discovered in them what com- 
pensated in her mind, no doubt, for the forfeited affec 
tions of her parents and the abandonment of all her 
friends. Are we not told by the ** monarch of the realms 
of mind,** even he who, with subtle penetration, pierced 
through the dark envelopments of the human heart, that 
nothing in the world ** can more prevail in man*s com- 
mendation with woman than report-witb valour?'*^ The 
husband of the lady, however, was not destined for the 
sweet captivity of domestic life : in a few days after his 
marriage, he voluntarily relinquished his government, 
deserted his dalee domwn, and marched at the head of 
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bk grenadier haoen to Tucumaii, wbere he sided with 
tiiat govenuneiit agrainst the invading armies of rival 
provinoes. By these he was defeated, alter having dis- 
tinguished himself in two pitched batdesi to the admira^ 
tion of both friend and fee. 



CHAPTER XL 

Ad&M to PoUMl— Unexpected waleome at tiie viltafe ci Otavi— IHa> 
mondi and pearls in abundance, but no Iwead — ^VaUey of CiDti — 
Judge Advocate of tbe High Cooit of Judicature and hi» three 
daughter»«-A wearisome Journey — ^Village of Ban Lorenzo — 
Hospitable reception at Tar^a. 

April 29fh, 1827, I bade adiea to PotosL At three 
o*clock in the morning I was clattering through the 
steep and narrow streets, with my cavalcade of refrac- 
tory mnles and spirited horses, accompanied by two 
peones, who had long been in my serVioe. The latter 
had a glass each of aguardiente, and the fermer a double 
feed of maize, so that, on setting out, the whole party 
were under a temporary degree of excitement, whieh 
occasioned self-wiU on one hand and vociferation on the 
other, to a pitch so alarmingly clamorous, as to rouse 
many a head from its pillow, and cause it to be thrust 
in amaxement through the window as we passed. On 
leaving the city fer the last time, I experienced a strange 
mixture of delight and sorrow. An exile freed fit>m ba- 
nishment could not have set out fixmi his dreary and 
uninteresting abode with spirits more elated by joy than 
mine ; but then it was impossible not to fed their buoy-, 
ancy ooeasionany checked by sensations of deep regret, 
in reflecting on the unexpiected and disastrous termina- 
tion of my mission. 
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The Adrning mm dark, with & pierdnf oM wind, 
and the ahaUow ftreama we eroaaed were fioaen ao hard 
aa to bear the animalB on the ice without its hreaking*. 
At night we atopped at the hut of an Indian, having ac- 
compliahed aboat thirty milea. 

30th. Even at this short distance from Potoai we lelt 
very aenaihly the diiferenoe of temperature; and, al- 
though Bummer waa gone and winter approaching, the 
fieahneaa of the morning was delis^tfiil. 

On preparing to march, I waa sadly mortified to find 
that my first day's journey should have already depriv- 
ed me of the use of two of my mules, which were so 
severely injured by the pack-saddles, as to make it ne- 
cessary to hire asses for the ctmveyance of my baggage; 
and their wearisome pace did not in any way oontribute 
to interest or enliven the solitude of thia day*s journey 
over a suooession of barren mountains. 

At nigfatfell I arrived at the remains of the viUage of 
Otavi, and, on enquiring Where I might find a lodging, 
an Indian pointed to a large house, at the ponderous 
gate of which I knocked, and waa admitted into a spa- 
cious court, where several persons were sitting on a 
bench, smoking cigars. One of them immediately ap- 
proached and said, **■ He supposed I was a eaminante 
(traveller) aeeking a lodging for the night** — ^ Exactly 
so,** said Iv-— ** Dismount,** said he, at the same time 
taking hold of my horse's bridle, as a civil welcome 
whilst I alighted. ** Step fiurward,** said he, pointing to 
the opposite side of the court, ** to that saloon, and yon 
will there find my father, the marquis, who will be 
happy to receive you.** — ^The marquis ! said I to myself, 
who can he be ! I entered the saloon, (large enough andr 
sufficiently furnished for a barrack,) and saw sitting on 
the mud bench, which is usually built against the walls 
of apartments, in this country, an elderly and liighly 
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respoctabl^looluBg genflcannn, letiuiif on a table co. 
Y9ted with a piece of old carpet, and oa it a oat wfaiph 
he eeemed to be caressing. I had scarcely made my 
bow, when the gentleman rose, and with hand extended 
for the friendly shake, approached me^ saying, .**01a! 
Senor .Don Rdmondo I you are welcome to Otavi." 1 
was at once both surprised and gratified at this reception, 
for I had no expectation of finding an acquaintance here, 
nor was I aware of the existence of any soch titled per- 
sonage in the repaUic It proved, however, that I had a 
previous slight acquaintance at Potoel with the Marquis 
of Otavi, tbougJi I knew him only as a private indivi. 
4ual, occasionally meetiog him without knowing hi^. 
name. 

The Marquis of Otavi showed me to a very decent 
oqt.faouse bed-ohamber. '* Here,*' said he, '* you may or* 
der your muekaekQ to spread your bed, whilst we go to 
supper, which is now ready.*' We then returned to the 
salocm, where a ragged peone spread a dirty towel on 
the table, and was directed to ^ pat the chair for the ca- 
vallero.** Anotfier peone arrived with an armful of 
dingy silver plates, which he scattered and clattered on 
the table with several forks and a knife. Five of nd 
now managed to place ourselves at the table* and imme^ 
diately a deep silver dish was laid before us with ckupCf 
u e. bits of mutton, potatoes, onions, and o/i, boiled to- 
gether, composing a very good fomily dish. Some broil- 
ed ribs «f mutton followed as the second course i a sil- 
ver goblet with water stood in the middle of the table 
for the use of the guests, and here ended the marquis's 
entertainment, with which all must have been very 
fairly satisfied, if the meal was xeHshed with an appetite 
such as I gave unequivocal proofii of having brought 
with me. I was, indeed, a little disappointed in seeing 
water oply for the beverage, rich and wholesome as it 
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mm repealedl/ pranoonced to be ; . bMuwe, at CSnd, c^ 
few leagUM diBtant, excellent wine is made, and might 
be had cheap. Besides, the estate of the marquis far* 
nishes grapes in abundance, together with every other 
production of nature ; a circumstance, which, on reflec* - 
tion, also induced me to think that mine host's table 
might haTO been a little more i^nteously served. The 
noble owner of an estate, extending in one direction up- 
wards of t^rty Zeoguss, and so near to such a market as 
that of Potosi, where every article of necessity or 
luxury at one time met with a ready sale, and where 
there is still 9 very fidir ocmsumption, might be expected 
to have acquired a taste for more convenience and bet- 
ter cheer than was here to be met with. It is true that, 
in the revolution, the marquis suffered very heavy 
losses, from being plundered at different times, by difier- 
ent parties, of homed cattle, horses, mules, and sheep, 
to no less an amount than thirty thousand head, exdu* 
sive of contributions, which he said he cheerfully and 
voluntarily pai^^in support of the cause of indepen- 
dence. Still, the estate and a very numerous tenantry 
remained, which induces the mere superficial observer 
of things to suppose, that no plausiUe excuse can exist 
for so much wretchedness and misery as were apparent! 
in the whole establishment The marquis, too, is him- 
self a European, having been bom in the fine province ^. 
of Malaga, in Spain ; where also, it is no more than 
reasonable to suppose, he might have acquired habits of 
domestic decency and comfort suitable to respectable 
life. 

I have said that I received a hearty welcome ; nothing 
could be more^ cordial, but I ^pl not on that accosmt to 
suppress the truth in describing the manners and. cus- 
toms of a people of whom it is my wuifh to give a fiafh- 
ful representation ; and this sketch may be considered a 
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tolerably accurate outline of the general mode of Hying 
here among that class of people, which in England we 
denominate the first If we take the troaUe to consider 
this subject with reference to its consequences, as an 
example to the lower orders, we cannot but admit that 
the natives of South America have had but indifferent 
models to copy fir(»n, and that thej have yet to learn, 
not only the elemente of common industry, hut also 
much of what, in civilised society, constitutes the ease 
and happiness of social life. 

May Ist Delightfiil weather; at daylight I departed 
from Otavi, my train augmented by several asses, which 
it became requisite to hire from the Indians to supply 
the place of my mules, that were severely galled by 
their pack-saddles, owing to the carelessness of the pe- 
xmes in putting them on. 

The^road lay through a wonderfully singular country, 
of volcanic appearance ; at one time I found myself on 
the pinnacle of a mountain, looking down upon ten 
thousand lesser mountains, extending as fitr as the eye 
could reach in every direction round me; and directly 
beneath lay the Indian village pi San Lncas^ but from 
which, by the winding path that led to it, I was full 
three leagues distant I did not arrive at this place un. 
til sunset, nor my donkey train until long past mid- 
night, when I was roused from my lodging ** at the sign 
of the moon,** by the Indians driving the animals into a 
porch, at the entrance of which I lay, indulging in the 
full enjoyment of luxurious sleepJ I felt no apprehen- 
sion of losing a single article of my baggage : it had 
been confided to the Indians, and in their charge requi- 
red neither guards, not swords^ nor [nstols, to protect it, 
or to insure ite safe delivery.- 

2d. A tiresome ride of nine leagues over barren 
mountains, without meeting with a single human be- 
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in^; nor was it until lon^ aft«r ni^htftS, that, attracted 
by the li|^t of a fire, I arrived at a wditary Indian hut, 
the only habitatiffii I had seen in the o<rorae of the dayV 
journey. Here I obtained barley ^Araw tn my animals, 
and half a roasted goat for myself and peones* after 
which feast, wrapped in my poncho, I slept soundly un- 
til daylight, when the sharp mountain-air roused me to 
horse. 

3d. A good road for three leagues to the remains of 
the village of Muyokiri, where I stopped tiU evening to 
wait the arrival of my sober-paced, long-eared train, 
which I far outstripped in my ride of yesterday, and 
had not since either seen or hefard of. I alighted at the 
door of a house, where I saw a decent-looking man, to 
whom I addressed myself for the means of refreshment, 
and when I asked for bread, he replied with a smile, 
** Bread! that is an article, cavallero, absolutely un- 
known here." — ^" What then, pray, can I have to eat ?" 
said J. ^ I have some sheep there,** said he, pointing to 
& distant mountain, ** but nothing else.** * Sheep on a 
distant mountain, thought 1, rather dismayed at the in- 
formation, may form a very interesting feature in a 
landscape; but to a hungry traveller not in search of 
the picturesque, they can afford but a sorry consolation 
in the absence of all other means of support on his jour- 
ney. However, ** nothing else** being to be had, I paid 
a dollar, when an Indian was despatched with a Uumo 
to the distant mountain, and in something more than an 
hour we were all regaled and satisfied with a ckMqti aikl 
roast mutton. 

The decent-looking man to whom ** bread was here 
absolutely unknown,** and who had ** sheep and nothing- 
else,** 'was lord of the manor ; hb estate extended in 
front of fiis own door to a distance of four leagues, and 
part cf this estate was very vahiable, from its vineyards. 
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which afforded him umoallj a considerable atock of 
wine andWandj iat exportation. 

The^ house in which he was living^ with his wife, a 
re8gectab]e4ooking woman, and a fiimily of children, 
Was a wretched hovel, and yet, in. this state of appa- 
rent misery, the females (as in the present instance) 
may frequently he seen with rings of diamonds, and 
necklaces of the most magnificent pearls. If plenty 
does not e^ery where abomid, the inhabitants have to 
blame themselves alone, for nature in her bounty has 
left nothing to be required of her. A fruitful soil and 
fine climate are assuredly as much as industrious man 
neecls for the first elements, at least, of those little com- 
fiurts which contribute so materially to his enjoyment, 
and which,^ in this country, he might easily acquire. 
Towards evening I had the gratification of discovering 
at a^stance, in a long broken line, winding with slow 
and sure pace along the shelving edge of a mountain, 
the whole of my asinine cavalcade, whose delay we be- 
gan to attribute to disasters, for which there was no 
foundation but our own impatient suspicions. Having 
thus ascertained their approach, I left directions fi» their 
reception at Muyokiri, and continued my journey 
through a rich valley for three leagues, to a hut, where I 
obtained^ a fine fat duck as large as a moderate-sized 
goose, with abundance of lucem for my a-nimnln ; and 
their satisfiiction at good cheer for the night was as evi- 
dent as my own. 

4th. Before sunrise on this delightful morning I was 
again en rouU^ and after passing some stupendous 
mountains, entered the narrow valley of Cinti, which, 
for a distance of nearly twenty leagues, is a continued 
vineyard, with a river running through the middle oif it, 
on the banks of which were here and there 8m«H |^a- 
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lAtiooa of peseh, Sg^ and otlMr fimit tieti. I ftirivMi 
etrl/ in the town of Gintif itm titnatioo of wht^ is 
beauUiVillj romantic, bat was sadly dimppointod in per- 
ceiving as much poverty and want as in any other 
town of lew note. Its celebrity fer wines and brandies, 
which are in wry great demand, and are sent to all 
parts of Upper Pern, kd me to expect bnstle and biisi* 
nets; of theae, however, there was no appearance, nei« 
ther was Uiere any home for poblic accommodation ; bnC 
I was recommended to a lodging in the hoose of Don. 
Mariano, ^* Doctor of Laws and Jadge Advocate of the 
High Coiatt of Judicature of Cinti,** to whom I paid a 
ihilling a day for my apartments, without either table 
or chair. These deficiencies were amply compensated 
by every willingness on the part of the fomily to 8ap> 
ply me with as good living as the place -afforded at the 
U-ie of &V9 shillings a day, ezdosive of bread, which | 

was a separate charge : this necessary was made by the ' 

fair hands, and sold as the perquisite, of the daoghters 
of the judge advocate of the high court of jadicature, 
himself an exceedingly dark-complexioned man, though 
his three daug^terf were fair as the foirest of the foir 
in any northern clime of Europe. They werj indeed 
fine young women, with forms and figures to attract ad- j 

miration anywhere, except, I presume, at Cinti, where j 

young men and old seemed as indifierent to what they j 

had fiill opportunity of beholding, lus the ladies them- 
selves seemed unconscious of what they so gratuitously 
displayed. To me the sight was imrticularly interest* 
ittg, for, as in South America, the ladies are seldom or j 

ever seen without being closely covered up in shawls or j 

handkerchiefs, I had not witnessed so light and airy a 
costume sinoe I left England, the only country in the 
world where it is the foshion for ladies to exhibit their 
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tiiro&ta, ■houldenii necks, and to forth, to the admiring 
^axe of all mankind. 

It may have been an idle conceit, and I dare lay it 
was, bat still I thoaght, that in the house in which I 
lodged at Cinti I had a complete exemplifioation of the 
good old toast— «* The three Ws,*'— that is, *' Woman, 
Wine, and Wisdom ;" for mine host sold wine of a most 
excellent quality at Is. 3d. a bottle ; of wisdom, (which, 
of coarse, means the law,) the judge advocate would 
have given me as much as I pleased for half*a^>erown—- 
his customary fee i^as a shiUing for that commodity : 
and as for his daughters, virgins of the sun ! they were 
to be prized beyond fine gold, that is to say, they were, 
as all good and handsome young ladies are and ou|;ht to 
be, above any price. 

5th. I remained this day at Cinti to repose; a reasun- 
able indulgence after a journey of 140 miles. 

6th. I remained this day at Cinti, to wait for a sup- 
ply of bread, which the virgins of the sun were busily 
employed in making of the very best quality for my ac- 
commodation. This delay enabled me also to obtain a 
sufficient supply of animals, pf which I now had more 
need tbkn before, being minus two since my arrival 
here. One horse died under symptoms of having been 
pfHsoned by an herb, not very uncommon in this coun- 
try, called " Verba tembladmin'^ (the trembling herb,) 
which afl^ts the animal that eats it with a violent 
trembling, generally terminating i|i death. The other 
misfortune had befallen one of my best mules, which 
had, been so maimed by pack-saddles as to render it ab- 
solutely useless, and for which I stopped five dollars 
from the wages of each of my peones, as a fine for ibeir 
negligence. 

7th. Having agreed with a muleteer to convey my 
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btf gige to Tarija, forty leagues distant, I took leave 
rather reluctantly of ^'^ woman, wine, and wisdom,^' 
and left Cinti, continuing my journey through the nar- 
row valley, hemmed in on each side by stupendous 
mural mountains, rising two, three, four, and in some 
places, I may fearlessly assert, five hundred feet above 
my head — the bleak and peaceable dominions of the soli- 
tary condor, for no living creature disputes them with 
him. In this province there is a celebrated mountain 
called the *^ Cerro del Palmar,' from which the Indians 
from time to time have brought large masses of native 
gold ; but, as those people preserve with inviolable secre- 
cy among themselves, even firom generation to genera- 
tion, all discoveries of this nature, frequent attempts by 
the Spaniards to explore the treasures of el Cerro del 
Palmar have ended in disappcHntment I stopped for the 
night at an Indian hut, where a few rials pnxMred me 
every thing I required for man and horse. 

8th. Left the valley and crossed the Tvrer San Juan, 
which in the rainy season swells so as to become quite 
impassable : many evidences of the prodigious violence 
of the stream were to be seen along its banks. The 
river San Juan separates the provinces of Ciuti and 
Tarija ; on entering the latter, it is difficult to imagine 
that we are on the confines of one of the most fertile 
spots on the globe ; for a perfect desert presents itself; 
in which even water is but very scantily feund, and not 
a single habitation for many leagues. We stopped for 
the night in a deep sandy ravine, where we feund but 
little shelter from a piercing cold wind that rushed 
through it frqm the bleak surrounding mountains. 

9th. Still an unpeopled desert, the uninteresting fea- 
tures of which contributed perhaps to the excessive 
fatigue we experienced in this day's journey, and which 
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I note as the most laborious and wearisome I ever yet 
travelled. Before five o'clock in the morning we were 
on our march, and we never halted, exce^ once, to 
slake our thirst at a brackish stream, having no indnce* 
ment so to do ontil past ten at night, when we arrived 
eidiausted at the village of Saa Lorenzo. We had been 
upwards of seventeen hours laboriouslj performing 
aomewhat more than sixteen leagues, without an j other 
refreshment than a bitter saline draught It would be 
a hopel^ task to attmnpt to convey to those ^who have 
travelled only upon roads constructed on ** Macadam's 
principle," any idea of the pass that leads over the ridge 
of jnountains which inclose the valfe of Tarija. I con- 
scientiously believe, that I rather diminish than magnify 
the di£ELculties of the road, in stating that the slieps to 
the top of any steeple might be ascended and ddscended 
with as much ease and less peril to both man and beast. 
Oar ascent on the northern side of this moantain.bar- 
rier was three leagues and a hal^ and our descent on 
the other side nearly seven leagues. In some places are 
what the natives call aaUos (leaps) from the point of one 
rock to the shelving edge of another, which, till now, I 
Imagined, could only have been performed by the oha-^ 
mois or guanaco. When upon the summit of this high, 
ridge of the Cordillera, it was evident that we had in- 
vade the territory of the condors ; for in unusual num- 
bers they soared fearlessly close above us, and swept 
with the rapidity of the thunderbolt round and round, 
as if challenging the intruders, or mayhap, surveying 
with their eyes of fire that which firom habit they 
looked on as their prey. The bones and skeletons of 
mules and horses, t!fl)|t strewed the path and the bottoms 
of the precipices, proved as well the frequency of acci- 
deiit,as that many a traveller had been compelled to 
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abandon his wearied beart in this labyrinth of toil and 
danger. 

When we arrived in the village of San Lorenzo, every 
door was shut, and every inhabitant indulging in repose, 
which I believed induced us to envy the more that com- 
fort of which we ourselves felt so much in need : we 
therefore stopped at once in the market place, and took 
up our quarters in the porch of the village church. The 
moon ^ in cloudless majesty" afforded the light of day, 
and enabled us to discover a large field of li^cem, into 
which my first care was to turn the poor jaded and de- 
serving animals ; then, selecting the softest step at the 
door of the church, I laid myself down overpowered by 
sleep. The labour of scrambling up the mountain at 
one side, and the taUos, skips, and jumps, descending it 
at the other, having been mostly performed from neces^ 
sity on foot, and under an intensely hot mid-day sun, 
caused my desire to eat to yield irresistibly to my desire 
to rest 

10th. The sun had risen high before either my peones 
or myself showed the slightest disposition to rouse from 
the luxurious trance in which we so happily passed the 
night at the entrance of the sacred edifice of San Lo- 
renzo, and had it not been that the tolling of the matin 
peal announced the necessity of vacating our situation 
in order to permit all well-disposed Christians within 
hearing of that summons to pass uninterrupted to their 
devotions,' I doubt if we should not have slept on through 
the day : so true it is that 

" Weariness 
Can snore upon the flint, when resty Sloth 
Finds the down piUow hard.'* 

Although this is the commencement of winter, the 
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Aoming was soft and delightful as the finest daj of 
May in Europe, which encouraged me to proceed to 
break&st at Tarija, three leagues distant, and the road 
being through a flat luxuriant valley, it was not long 
be&re I found myself in the house of my firien^ colonel 
Don Francisco Bnrdett O^Conor, commandant-general 
of the army of the frontiers of Bolivia, who received me 
with all the warmth and hospitality of a genuine Hiber- 
nian. Every toil and trouble were in an instant forgot- 
ten on my part, or, if thought of, they tended only to 
increase the pleasure I experienced in the cordiality of 
my reception. . I found the commandant lodged in a 
very good bouse, in which he lived in a style highly re- 
spectable and comfortable. 

The inhabitants of Tarija are descended fit)m two or 
three families who came to this country from Rome, at 
the invitation of the Jesuits when they first settled here. 
Of this fact I thought I could discover in the features of 
la Senora 0*Conor a very strong confirmation, and I 
must add, that a prettier and more animated little woman 
of eighteen I never saw on the shores of Italy. I 
might well feel a little surprise at finding my friend 
married, for he himself had never even thought of such an 
event,, until a few days before my arrival, when the vicar 
of Tarija tied the indissoluble knot that now secures 
him for life in the golden yoke ; and if my friend's life 
does not turn out what it promises to be, comfortable 
and happy, it will not be from want of prayers and good 
wishes throughout the province of Tarija. 

The town contains about 2000 inhabitants; a peacef- 
able community, who prefer sleeping the siegta to any 
occupation connected with arts or industry, which as 
yet have obtained no footing here. The partiality to 'a 
deiieieux repos is consideraUy encouraged by the nature 
of the climate and the firuitfulness of the soil, which 
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reqnivM only a little soraticlungr «t leed time to yidd, 
jMur «Aor jear, withoat interraption, a soperabondaooe 
of erops, particolaily of maiae, whiefa here grows to 
freat pedbeCkm. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

Aa excunion lo the mlinoii of BaUna»—A peep iato a tent^Re* 
ceirtiofi at tbe villife of Ban Lois— A paiaaga— A aecloded 
beauty— Anival ai the convent of Balinaa— Chiriguano Indians 
— -Province of Tar^a, ita climate and fertility— Discovery of a 
tkeletoifr^-Camivoroas elephant. 

May idth. Saperabandant preparaticoB being made 
for an ezcurnon to the ancient Jeauit mianan of Salinasi 
about forty-five leagfaes distant, we thia day set oat, ac- 
companied by aUrgre party of ladies and gentiemen, all 
relatives of the Imde of our commandant-general. 
AuMing the ladies was one not leas distinguished for 
superior personal attraction, than for her vivai^ty and 
good humour; she had just oompdeted the age of 
twenty-two years, had heea five years married, and 
yet was Ave years a widow. It was impossiMe 
not to feel both pride and pleasure in paying h^ 
all those little attentions which ladies lilce to receive in 
tributary hcumage firom men ; though, in tenderiag my 
assistance at the periods of mounting and dismounting 
her fine cream coloured mule, my assiduities were 
sometimes useless, so lightly and actively did she sfring 
of hv own accord off and ^OQ her saddle. The ladies of 
Tarija are celebrated for their horsemanships and firer 
quently distinguish thenuselves at puUic races, which 
are here a very fiivourite amusemoaft among all classes, 
and on those occasions, difficult as it may appear, the 



niAVBLs m psfto. 177 

joekey^male or ftnuUe, ride l»r»>baeked. Hie tiraal 
mtXiyf the ladies is the same as that of the Eng^lidii but 
fheir saddles hare no crotch, nor support of any kindi 
bemg precisely the make of a man's oMnmon saddle in 
England, only moch smallert and o?er it is thrown a 
pdkm (a worsted saddle doth of &ncy colours), on 
whioh they sit with ease and eoilfidence. Sometimes 
females may be 4een sitting eneroiqte behind the h<Hrse» 
meaj and once or twice I obaerfed them get into that 
seat by means which proved at least the gentleness of 
the animaL A knot was tied in the horse's tail, into 
which the lady introdaced her fi)ot asintp^^ stirrap; 
then, giving one hand to the horseman, she was assisted 
into her place on the animal's back, as represented in 
the plate at the end of this .volome. 

Our ezcorsion being undertaken as a party of {Mea- 
sure, we resolved to halt when any of the ladies mani* 
fested the least degree of fiUigue, or where we might 
chance to find an inviting spot to pitch our tent This 
day's journey was between five and six leagues, through 
the rich vale of Tarija, to the house of a relation of the 
bride's, where preparations had been made for our en- 
tertainment Among the neighbours invited to the 
feast, was a }cSij fiiar, an Irishman by birth, who many 
years ago had been a sailor in the British navy, deserted 
to a merchant ship, in which he touched at Buenos 
Ajnres, and there became acquainted with some Doini- 
nican fiiars, who invited him to their convent, shaved 
his head, and dothed him in the habit of tiieir order, in 
which he still continues, and is now' the fiither confes- 
sor of all the frail penitents of the village oflSaint Anna* 

30th« Altiiough we all rose eariy, there was so much 

packing, and so much time required to load our baggage 

mules, and saddle our riding mules, that we did not set 

out on our journey before the sun was high and power- 

vou n. 16 
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Ibk Wetrmtiattedlbiv leafPMB tlkrani^ft 
0Q«MI7^ ftctik tel imiiriidbited, tlMD bailed OB the e^ 
of A riw« iriMM we pitobod oartent^ and, after toniiB^ 
the fliyTffMiW onl io fgnMb on the abnndaBt paitafe thittt 
eslflndbd fer ieagiief roand iM, iM peawd the evening* in 
that mood of merriment idiich good eheer and good 
httmoor, and good eompany, generaBy create. Afteh- 
ionable kd j firoei GbrQevenor-efaaie or thereahoolB^ ac- 
eoatoaed to folding-dooia, carpeted apartaMOta^ cloeMl 
windonref downy beda, damaek cortainfly and other little 
eOBvenienodo, would, 1 prenune^ have been MhoMngiy 
•orpriaed, on peeping into our ten! at the hour of reet, 
to Ifhold the ftehtnnaWw of Tarija peH-meU tegeth^, 
aome vptm dteepekina, eome upaa eaddle-eloths, aovne 
upon ponchoe, and some upon the green graas, indnlgiBg> 
in the oomferte of repose with a zest thatsetaU etiquette 
at defiance. In an assembly so promiscuous and so veiy 
closely packed,the lady from Grosvenor^sguare might ima^ 
gine, that, according to Uie laws prescribed by refined 
society, theie must una^dably havebeen an infringement 
of prudence and decorum. I can assure the lady that her 
ahurma are perfectly groundless. 

At sunrise, the compliments of the morning passed 
round the tent, and everybody got up somehow or other, 
without being noticed or noticing others; as occurs 
among passengers in a packet, where ladies and gentle- 
men sometimes mingle togetiier in harmless confusion, 
but with this diffiscence, indeed, that in our tent we had 
ao overpowering malady to depress the spbits, md b^ 
duce ufi to ftd regarcHess of the world and all within it, 
except unhappy self. 

9l8t We travelled about eight leagues, through a 
^'euntry of rich pasture, in which we ssw some very fiae 
««ttle ; the silky sleekness of their coats, proving their 
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good condition, ptrticnhrfy attracted our attentioOi 
Woods, glens, streams, rocks, moimtaias, and valleya, 
were successiTdiy passed in the course of the day's 
jeomej, and in the evening we halted at a lozuriaAt 
spot on the hanks of a fine river, the surroondingscenwy 
fimning a splendid park, which required t»nl7 a mansion 
to make- it complete. 

23d. A very severe frost, covering the ground with 
white, ushered in tiie morning ; but the day tamed out 
d^ghtfuL Our momstainous route prevented lis fi<om 
advancing more than abont five leagues, but, surprising 
to say, we performed the day's journey without loss of 
life or limb to any of our party, or to any of our ani* 
mals, which I own it would be difficult to believe, if it 
were posnbie fi>r me to describe the nature of the road 
over which we pasdsd. Several times we threaded our 
intricate way through glens of the greatest magnifi- 
cence, full four and five hundred feet above the torrent 
that swept &rough the centre of them ; but the interest 
they excited was often interrupted by the dread of im- 
mediate destruction. A rugged path, three feet, in 
some places not two feet, in breadth, on the verge of a 
tremendous precipice, rendered doubly perilous by an 
occasional jump which it became necessary to make 
on ou^ unshod animals, from the point of one rock to 
the edge of another, was not exactly ^ the situation in 
whidli even the most enthusiastic iadmirer of the pictu- 
resque could be expected calmly to contemf^te the beau- 
ties of Nature. 

We pitched our tent for the night under the mud 
walls of the fert of San Diego, which stands isolated om 
an eminence, surrounded by immense moulitains, some 
of them barren, some fertile, and others luxuriant^ 
ly wooded. The fort was erected several years ago to 
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check the inennaonB of a neig^boartng tribe of Indians* 
called Chiriguano, who tued to invade the country in 
hordes, armed with bows and arrows, which they still 
continue to ose with great dexterity. After committiBg 
what dei»edatlons they could in defenedess viUages, 
and making prisoners of the women and diildren, they 
retired, driving with them all the cattle in the n^h. 
bourhood. We found a woman living in the fort, who 
had been seven years a captive to that tribe, which the 
Spaniards never thoroughly subdued, nor could the Je- 
suits succeed in convextinff to Christiapity. The woman 
•aid that she did not receive any harsh treatment firom 
her captors, and that she had as much to eat, and as 
much time to sleep, as when with her own family. She 
had been rescued in a rencontre between a parly of the 
Indians and the neighbouring peasantry, about ten years 
back, since which time Jiostilities have ceased, and no 
farther apprehensions are entertained respecting them. 

Sdd. Pleasant weather ; at 8 A. M. struck our tent, 
and, pursuing our journey, entered an immense forest,^ 
the undisturbed abode of tigers, foxes, monkeys, and 
birds of beauteous plumage. Our road lay for nearly 
ten miles through the most sublime forest scenery, 
which to me afforded peculiar enjoyment, from the length 
of time I had passed in the barren district of PotosL 
Here was a variety of trees of the fhiest timber, many 
such as I4iad not before seen,, but the stately cedar sur- 
passed all the rest in. magnitude and grandeur. PassLD^ 
through the forest, our road opened abruptly on a gfreeii 
valley, stretching before us to the amplest reach of 
vision, and terminated by the village of) San Luis ; 
whence, as well as firom all the neighbouring villages, 
the inhabitants had advanced on horseback to meet and 
greet the ** comandante-general of the province,** of 
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whose approaeh and newly^rtned allianoe they had 
been daly apprised. Nerer was the viHage of San Luit 
entered with gfreater pomp ; and when we stopped at 
thie hoose of the ** priest of the parish," a worthy Dd^ 
minican fiiar, who had prepared eTerj thing witlun hk 
limited means hr am entertainment, I had no eause to 
envy my companions their cordial reception among 
their fHends and kladred, for when it was made knoWn 
that I was a coontryman of the **' comandante/* a (trtift 
Iriandet,) I also received my ample share of eompli* 
ment and welcome. Trivial as these observations are, 
they assist in delineating the character and disposi- 
tion of the peojde ; and what little I had an opportunity 
of seeing, I am decidedly disposed to consider in their 
&vour. Hie hospitafity of 6Ur reception, the attention 
to our little wants, and the general wish to oblige, pro^ 

- ceeded from-motives of the most disinterested kindness; 
there were no soldiers, no police, no authorities, to 
command a fi>rmal attendance; the eivilities we recdlved 
were the genuine and gratuitous offerings of a good 
natured people to strangers who had come as friends 
among them. 

This year the inhabitants of the village suffered much 
from fever and ague, which generally yield to their own 
simple remedies, chiefly cream of tartar and bark. They 
had also the misfortune to lose the whole of their first 
crops by locusts, which/ at the beginning of the year^ihe 
first time for fifteen years, had paid them a predatory 
visit, and consumed every thing that was consumable, 

' leaving the whole country literally desert. «,Such, how- 
ever, are the fruitfidness c^ the soil, and the nature of the 
climate, that when the locusts took flight, other crops 
were immediately sown, and came to perfection without 
any additional tillage or labour, except merely scattering 
the seed upon the ground, and dragging a bush over it$ 

16* 
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Hare. I mw a man with a very «S0i|rht}y sore on on* 
■ide of his neck, firom which he seemed to suflEer great 
ptin ; mud, on inquiring the cause, I was told that it had 
ooenrred three days before from the bite of a ** patanga^ 
A ▼enDmoos species of spider, commonly the size of a 
large walnut, but I have be«i assured that they are 
sometimes seen "full as large as a mouse ! !** 

St4th. Very pleasant weather: left San Luis about 
noon, and travelled through woods, and vales, and glens, 
some of which last we ccmduded to be at least six hun- 
dred feet deept surpassing in magnificence any thing of 
the kind I had ever before seen. We crossed the river 
Salinas eleven different times in the space of four leag^, 
and then, allured by the charming situation, we halted 
on its banks, and pitched our tent near the solitary 
dwelling of a respectable farmer, the proprietor of a 
great extent of-hmd in this luxuriant district We found 
this romantic seclusion embellished not only by the de- 
licious stillness of an autumnal evening, bat also by the 
presence of as lovely a creature in the joyous spring o^ 
life, as ever attracted admiration's eye. Her sWeet ooun. 
tenance of Roman mould — ^her splendid white teeth, bril- 
Hanf black eyes, and matchless head of hair, actually 
rivetted the admiration of us all, and proved thiU poetry 
is not always fiction* ^ 

" Darker tlian night, her locks fell eroitering 
0*er ber smootli brow, and the sweet air just ikoved 
Their vine-like beauty with his gentle wing." 

* 

25th. A thidc mist overhung the tops of the momu 
tains and obscured the sun, which made our travelling 
very pleasant ; but I find I am no longer capable of giving 
even a faint description of the scenery. Let it, therefore, 
be supposed by the admirers of romantic magnificence, 
that all that mountains, rocks, woods, and water can 
compose, on a scale of superlative 'grandeur^ continued 
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to excite our admiration during this day's journey of 
eight leagues, in which space we forded the same river 
as yesterday, fifteen different times, in its serpentine 
course through the vaUey. In the evening we arrived 
.at the ancient Jesuit mission of Salinas, which, after the 
es^NiIsion of that enterprising fraternity, whose labours 
in this country were most beneficial, and every where 
prosperous, passed into the hands of Franciscan firiars, 
one of whom, in his eightieth year, received us at the 
dom: of the convent — an irregular building, with a church 
attached, surrounded by twenty or thirty huts, inhabited 
by the lew Chiriguana Jndiaua who have been converted 
to X^iristianity ; but whatever the benefits may be that 
their conversion will obtain for them in another world, 
it certainly has not as yet gained them a single one in 
this. The only, literally the only instruction these poor 
people have received, is that of being trained to attend 
the summons of the convent bell morning and evening, 
when the whole population of Salinas, amounting, per- 
haps, to two hundred, assemble within the mouldering 
widls of the chapel, to witness half an hour^s perform- 
ance of religion— « formal round of duty, in which there 
is no want of external decorum, but not a single spark 
of vital religion, of true godliness, is kindled in the soul. 
Complaints of the disappointments they have met with 
in a Christian life, are not unfirequent among these con- 
verts ; but that which they seem to lament more particu- 
larly, is a restriction which they say has been rigidly 
imposed by their pastor, the venerable Franciscan friar, 
never to have on any account, more than one i^ife at a 
time, and this wife, whether t^y like her or not, they 
say they are bound by their baptismal vows to love and 
to .cherish to the end of her days, which they consider a 
hard case, and so opposed to the habits and . customs of 
their own nation, that many of them, to avoid the ** pe- 
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mdumM** (hwnanm) of the munmg^ yoke, hsve ab. 
■ooiided> from the GhriBtian missioii, and rejoined Iheir 
berbuous tribe. 

After the cereoEKmy of baptisiii, the prieet, saiBified 
that flufiicieiit has* been performed lor the happmew of 
his convert in this world, and lor his salvation in the, 
next, takes no fiirther pains to mstrnct him in any use* 
Ad art, or to give him the sli^test knowledge of the be- 
nefits of civilisation, of which he remains all his life as 
utterly ignorant as any of his brediren of the savage 
horde which he has left. The only advantage arising 
fi'om the mission, is the maintenance of peace between 
the Indians and the Cre<de inhabitants of the province ; 
as the former in large parties pay frequent visits to their 
friends in the mission, and find thereby that they are not 
to consider white men as their natural enemies, but that 
they may traffic and live amongst them without fear or 
danger. 

The Chirigfoano Indians are of a copper colour, ap- 
proaching to sallowness, with long shining blaek hair, 
and, as the Indians of South America generally are, 
without beards. Had I seen them in Europe, I shoald 
have supposed them to be Ghinese, so closely do they re*' 
semble those people in their features ; a circmnstance 
which supports the theory, that these parts of South 
America were originally peopled from the shores of the 
eastern world. Like all savages, they are fi>nd of what 
they call omamerding their p^fsons ; one method of so 
d<Mng, is cutting a round hole, as large as a moderale 
sized coat button, in the lower part of the under lip; in 
which, between the teeth and the lip, to fill up the hde, 
they insert a coin, and sometimes a oonmion button. :- 

I was particularly struck with their stnmg, welMyuilt, 
muscular frame ; and that they are strong may reasona- 
bly be inferred firom the fact, that they can walk to the 
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town of Turija in sizteen or eighteen hours. Whenever 
/ the Friar of the convent requires any thing from thence, 
be despatches two or three of the Indians of his mission, 
who frequently perform the journey in one day, and re- 
turn to the convent the neztr-the shortest distance for 
pedestrians to Tarija is thirty leagues. 

The convent of Salinas is situated in a fertile valley, 
indoeed by prodigious mountains, thickly wooded with . 
Tarious kinds of timber ; but the great prevalence of rains 
and mists, which, at certain seasons of the year, imder a 
tr<^ical sun, may be compared to steam, must make the 
climate insupportable to a Eturopean. I did not hear, 
however, of any diseases, except chuehuj (ague,) which 
sometimes rages through the province like a pla^e. 

The sugar-cane, tobacco, rice, maize, and cotton, all 
come to perfection in particular districts ; black cattle 
multiply and thrive every where, to the satis&ction of 
the &nner« but the moisture of the climate is unfavoura- 
ble to sheep, and also to the growth of wheat, which, 
however, in distant parts of the province, is very fine and 
' libundant It has been truly remarked, that the province 
of Tarija possesses a climate of such various tempera- 
ture, that an inhabitant of Norway or of Italy, may 
travel over it with his barometer in his hand in search 
of a climate like his own, which he will be sure to find 
in ^ery respect suited to his constitution and habits. 

Is it likely, it may be asked, that a country, one of 
fhe most fertile regions of the globe, clothed for the most 
part in perpetual verdure, producing every commodity 
of tiie first necessity for the subsistence of man, and ca* 
pable of afibrding all that tends to the convenience and 
luxury of life, will remain for the lapse of three more 
centuries neglected and almost unknown? 

Ten thousand ftmilies, who are elsewhere living upon 
scanty means, in a state even of penury and distressi 
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mii^t with thoM Mine meant lite faete in ease tnd hide* 
pendenoe in the midit af eupeimbundant plentj. And 
would it not be idle to rappoae, that the benefieial ioSjo^ 
ence of ctyilieition, industry, and pommeroe, will not 
•peedily extend to such a spot 7 We hare seen within 
the ahort period of the lift of mautin the northern hem^ 
•phere of this same continent, towns and eities sptihg 
vpt and a poweriiil nation estaUished, where all befiire 
was a trackless fewest, the abode of satrages and wild 
beasts. Innumerable similar cases, though not, perhaps, 
exactly parallel, may be found in the history of the world ; 
greatness, and power, and distinction, have passed in 
regular succession over the nati<ms of the earth ; to ex- 
cept from this seemingly eMi<U)ii$M ordw of things, a 
oountry, in which Providence has dispraued so many 
benefits peculiarly adapted to the eujoyment of mankind, 
would be an assumption altogether unreasonaUe, aad 
wholly unsupported by the evidence of preceding events. 

In the year 1787, San Alberto, Archbishop of Ls 
Plata, whose pious and benevolent character has caused 
him to be remembered throughout his vast diocese w^ 
every sentiment of veneration, addressed a mani&sto to 
the Chiriguano Indians, on the subject of peacej and the 
restoration of several Spaniards whom they held in cap- 
tivity. This manifesto was conveyed by two Francis- 
can friars, who undertook the embassy, accompanied by 
a numerous escort, charged with simdry articles fi>r 
peace-offerings, such as woollens, cottons, beads, hats^ 
scissors, needles, pins, bridles, spurs, besides cattle, 
mules, and mares — ^the latter, not for breeding, but for 
feasting upon-— a fat mare being considered the first of 
luxuries by the gourmand Indians. 

The manifesto of the archbishop, a copy of which I 
obtained at the oonvent of Salinas, was printed in two 
columns, one in the Spanish language, and the other in 



TSAVXLS III FBBV* 167 



tkft language of the CamgnaiMS ; which h uiut faaire ra- 
quired ocmsiderable ingeanxty and appUoatum to ezprMi 
on papar, as it has no alphabet of ita own, and oonld hav^ 
been written only from analogy in aound to the Hpaniab 
pieaiinciation. In tins ingjenions application, the Je- 
ittita, in their day of domination, were particodarly dia- 
tmgnisfaed, having in a similar manner composed gram- 
mars and dietiottaries of the Qnichiia, Aymaii, and other 
original langnages of the oonntry, and translated into 
them seiveral of their own works, aU of which they print- 
ed for the convenience and benefit of the missions. 

dSth. Leaving the ladies oi our party at the convent, 
in charge of the old Fran c iscan firiar, who entertained us 
Dkost hospitably. Colonel OOonor and myself accompa^ 
isied by two or three-friends, set oat on another excur* 
sion ; and afler ^n absence of eight days, during which 
dme we poietrated about one hundred and twenty miles 
into the interior, we retnmed highly gratified- with the 
pastoral life we had led, and eonvmced that we had seen, 
so far as nature is conoemed, as fine, as fertila, and as 
inviting a country as any on the face of the-earth. 

At several places we could not resist stopping for the 
pmrpoee of laying out parks a^d building castles, which 
we did to oar hearts* content, on a scale of noble am- 
plitnde, and, when completed, if we dumeed to dispute 
who was to be the posaessw, it was requisite only to 
turn the head to the rigitf or to the left, or proceed a few 
paees, to discover a situation even siqwrior to the fiiist. 
We also buOt several villages, which we had the satis* 
fibCtion of seeing in the short Qpaoe of twenty yiears rise 
to respeetable towns; and we shall be pardoned if we 
Qoi^sas that our vamty was sometimes raised to a pitch of 
manifest exultation, on being pointed at as the fimnders 
, of the colotty of New Erin^ by the numerous settlers 
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iriioai in ifl u t u ry penpeetive we had ettal^ufaed aromid 
«■, in the foil enjoyment of peace and plenty. 

The mann&ctarea which in the coone of the twenty 
jrean, seemed to prosper the most, and which, indeed, 
we knew from the beginning could not fail^ were those 
of woollen, sugar, paper, soap, and candles ; of aU whidi 
there is a very- great consumption, and which, premsusly 
to oar establishments, were -very indifferent and ex- 
tremely dear. A brewery, distillery, and tan-yard, also 
succeeded to the full expectation of the speculators. 
Among the trades that flourished, we thought we could 
particularly distinguish carpenters, smiths, maeons, 
bakers, and even weavers; shoemakers, tailors and hat- 
ters, had as much work as they could do.-^ It was pleasr 
ing to think, too, that women who were disposed to be 
industripns could And Incratiye employment in qpinningt 
knitting, washing, and in the management of a dairy^^ 
AU this we distinctly aaw thvough Time's telescope. 
Apropoj.of dairies. One day at Tarija, having eipressed 
a ¥dsh fi>r butter at breakfast, a lady undertook to make 
me some, as- it was not to be purchased ; indeed, it wan 
almost unknovm. The next morning I fbuxod the lady, 
her daughters, and servants, in the saloon, busily at work, 
beating with a spoon about & quart of cream in a wash- 
hand-basin, which diey handed from one to the other 
as they tired by the exercise ; and when the butter was 
produced, fresh cream was put into the basin, and so on 
until a sufficient quantity was obtained: a chum has 
never been heard of here. . 

June 5th. We all departed from the conyent on our 
return to Tarija, where we arrived in five days, and long 
continued to talk with delight of our interesting excur- 
sion. 

l4lAu Part of a skeleton of a ** Tarija giant*' having 
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Iwen reeently dkoovered about 6ve leagues distant from 
the town, Coloiiel 0*Conor and I set out, with an unusual 
share of cariosity, proTided with spades and shovels, to 
explore the grave. Some of the masses of heme that we 
dog up were larger and heaviw than any thing of the 
kind I had ever seen or had an idea o^ but to what part 
of the body they belonged I cannot take upon me to say, 
for they were shapdess blocks, more like lumps of free- 
stone than any thing to which I can compare them. 
Half of the head was tolerably preserved, but as four 
men could scarcely Uft this fragment, it was impossible 
to carry it on mules ; I therefore contented myself with 
part of the under jaw, in which were three perfect teeth, 
(denoting to our astonishment, that the monster to whic^ 
they belonged was of the carnivorous species. In front 
of the head, but broken off from it, was part of a tusk, 
like that of an elephant, which measured four foet and a 
half in length : this discovery at once destroyed my 
wavering faith in the story of the **giganle8 de Tartja,"* 
and while it proved beyond a doubt that the bones were 
not human, it left us no alternative but to ascribe them to 
the moBtodon, or carnivorous elephant ; an animal of the 
unlediluvian world, unknown to the present, and not very 
long since ascertained to have existed.* The whole 
were lying in a whitish hard sandy clay, not very far 
from the surface. When I discovered the tusk, I wrote 
to a friend in Potosi to banter him on his belief in the 
giants; but the following extract from his reply will 
show that neither the tusk, nor the detailed account I 

* Tlie remains wbich I brought to SnglaQd were immediately 
recognised by the late Doctor Wollaston as having belonged to the 
mastodon ; they are very distinct from those of an animal dis* 
eovered several years ago near Buenos Ayies, called I believe, the 
mtgatkmimn, the eDormous skelecon of whicb I saw in the eabi- 
net of Madrid. 

VOL. u. 17 
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^▼e him of mjr duoovery, bad the eflfect of altering thai 
belief which is still pertinacioaflly maintained by many 
of his coantrymen. ** It appears that you wish to attri- 
bute to elephants the enormous bones that are fbnnd in 
the ncinity of Tarija; examine with mneh attention be-. 
fere yon characterise them as such/ because others, 
among whom is Doctor Redhead, have examined into the 
subject, and have not assigned them to any such species.^* 

Theorists Mohave reasoned on the probable connection, 
at one time, of the western coast of South America with 
the^lBstem coast of India, may probably consider these 
elephants, notwithstanding their carnivorous distinction, 
as some support to their argument ; and when to these 
they add the Chiriguano Indians, whose features so 
closely resemble the Chinese or Japanese, Existing in the 
neighbourhood of those elephants, the proposition may 
be put in so questionable a shape as to provoke discus- 
sion. It IS also a subject of interest to enquire how these 
monstreus animals came into the vale of Tar^a, sur- 
rounded as it is by a mountainous rampart, accessible, 
as I have been credibly informed, in only four places, 
and those with great difficulty, even to mules and horses. 
Over three of those places, the most frequented and most 
convenient in the whole rocky barrier, I have myself 
travelled, and certainly I do not think it possible that 
any elephant could have there passed. I^ on recurring 
to theoretical causes for their presence, it be said that 
they were floated on the surfiice of the waters at the 
universal deluge, and deposited as those waters subsided, 
the sceptic may then ask, how comes it that their r^nains 
have been found in such abundance in the vale of Tarija, 
and so seldom in any other part of Squth America,' or of 
the world ? 

People trtiJconjecture, and as every body assumes a right 
to do so, upon any and upon every subject, I shall avail 
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mjTself of die general privilege, and state my conjecture 
to be, that the animals, whose skelettms are found in the- 
moontain-girt vale c^Tarija, must have been therein de- 
posited by the subsiding of the waters of the deluge, on 
the sur&ce of which they had been floated. When I 
came to this conclusion on the subject, I was not aware 
that I had the following high authority for its reasonable 
probability : 

*^In central Asia, the bones of horses and deer 
have Jieen found at an elevation of 16,000 feet above the 
aea^ in the Himalaya mountains. The occurrence of 
these bones at such enormous elevation, and conse- 
qtiently in a spot unfrequented by such animale as the 
horse and deer, can, I think, be explained only by sup- 
<po6ing them to be of antediluvian origin, and that the 
carcasses of the animals were drifted to their present place, 
and lodged in sand by the diluvial water: This ap- 
pears to me the moel probable eolution that can be sug. 
jested ; and, should it prove the true one, will add a still 
more decisive fact to that of the bones of diluvial animals ' 
found by Humboldt oA the elevated .plains of South 
America, to show that *• all the high hills and the moun- 
tains under the whole heavens were covered,' at the time 
when the last great physical change, by an inundation 
of water, took place, over the surfiice of the whole earth/'* 

* Buckland, Rdiquiffi Diluviane, p. 3S23. 
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CHAPT£R XIII. 

Depttrtare flrom Tarljft— ^riooi cu uti o p bit ■ Guide iotea hto waj 
in a iBOWHrtonn — Bivouac on liM desert of Yavi— Good efiect of 
example when in dlfllculty — Heartfelt farewell to an old and 
truaty friend — L on dor. 

June S6th. The disturbed state of the prorinces 
through which my food lies to Btienos Ayres, has, not- 
withstanding the agreeableness of my abode, involtmtariiy 
detained me at Tarija mitil this day, when, in opposition 
to the considerate advice of my friends, I put myiong- 
threatened resolve into execution, and continued my 
journey, ailer giving and receiving many cordial em- 
braces, the impressicms of which can never be effaced 
from my heart' The kindness of my worthy friend, 
Cokmel 0*Conor, continued^ the last, for he furnished 
me with peones, mules, and horses, from his own esta- 
blishment, and escorted me himself the first stage to a 
village, where I took up my -quarters ibr the night, under 
a shed in front of the millerV house. The prodigious 
quantity of Indian com that was heaped, like bean- 
stacks^ round the village, all the produce of a veiy few 
' acres of oultivadon, was m striking feature, and proved 
the fertility of the soil. 

37th. Pleasant weather; I travelled ten leagues through 
an uninhabited country, and then stopped at the house of 
a major domo of a large estate, belonging to the prefect of 
Tarija, who had given me a letter, desiring that I might 
be well received, but no stimulus was requisite to in- 
duce him to provide me with every thing that the country 
afforded ; mutton, poultry, eggs, ehieha, milk, and aguar- 
diente, were all produced in abundimce. 

S8th. A cloudy November Jike day ; travelled through 
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a rocky ravine, and, for the sake of good peflture&r the 
animals, stopped fiyr the night under the lee of some old 
walls, which afforded very comfortable shelter from a 
high wind that blew . from snow-covered mountains, 
towering, not ** Alps on Alps," but Cordillera on Cordil- 
lera, around us. 

29th. What a journey of weariness and woe! Cruel 
was the sight to see us toiling up full fifteen miles of a 
conwiued steep to the summit of the Cordillera, that 
here fynos a ridge. round the southwestem extremity 
of the proTinoe of Tarija ; but crueller by far to behold 
th^ wretched, wretched mule that slipped on the edge of 
a precipice^ and — away ! exhibiting ten thousand sum- 
mersets^ round, round, round ! down, down, down ! nine 
hundred and ninet|r-nine thousand fathoms deep !— cer- 
tainly not one yard less, according to the scale by which 
I measured the chasm in my wonder-struck imagination, 
while I stood in my stirrups, straining forward over the 
ears of my horse, (which equally trembled with alarm,) 
and viewing the microscopic diminution of the muH as 
it revolved with accelerated' motion to the bottom, carry- i| 

in|r with it our whole grand store of provision. If I say I 

that ten minutes passed away in silent consternation, 
without an eye being turned fh>m the luckless object of 
our dismay, I am sure I do not exaggerate above oiie 
half. "Alas!** said I, in that plaintive t<me of despair 
which may well be imagined of any one who ^ds him- 
self suddenly deprived (^ all his means of 'subsistence : 
" Alas ! what is to be dcme ?**—'« Quim Babe /" said the 
guide-r-" No hai remedxB^ (There*s no help for it,) said 
the peones. Still, I thought we might descend and at 
least recover our provisions, but, "nothing is more easy 
than to do mischief, nothing more difficult than to cal- 
culate consequences.** Fortunately my dog Carlo, ac- 
customed to follow and drive in the straggling mules, 
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porraod the pretnt infiolimtery rt rp g gle t ' down the 
•toefi, and that too, ntfcer more hastily than he intnided ; 
bat the extreme diiBonky he ezperienoed hi njtrining as 
eleariy denumetnAed that, had any of ne i^one into the 
rtyss, the dianoee weie we ahoold ne?er hate again got 
oat. As to the poor animal that lay extended motion- 
less at the bottom, my only hope now was, that life had 
fled, and that it woold be saved from ftrther safj^rmg in 
Imag Uan to pieces by the condors, which in a iew 
minirtee after oar departore was jnire to happen. 

A lowering ricy, approaching storm, and intense cold, 
harried ns away from the scene of disaster, when, sdod 
dearing the pass of the Oordinera, we descended into a 
plain, the bounds of which th6 eye coidd not reach — & 
perftct desert without semblance of tree, or bosh, or 
shrub, of any kind. After trayelling about two leases 
over its trackless suriace^in the teeth of a snow storm, 
the guide said he had lost his way ; theson had just set: 
we had no retieai, and therefore no altematiTe but to stop 
where we were ; such, ihdeed, was the piercing Utter- 
ness and violence of the wind, canning with it sleet, 
weeds, and gravel, that the animals, of their own accord, 
wheeled round and refused to fiuse it The peones, 
wholly unaccustomed to such weather, were as much 
affi'ighted as landsmen in a storm at sea, and all of us^ 
unprepared to resist the sudden inclemency, were so 
completely benumbed as to be disabled from untying the 
froaen cords composing the tackling of the baggage 
mules : we were therefore compelled to drag the cargoes 
to the ground as we best could, for no one had power to 
support or to unload them in the usual way. ^o sooner 
were the mules disburdened, than the peones- foil flat up- 
oa the ground speechless and motionless; I thought they 
were dead or dying, but had neither the power nor the 
means of affording the slightest comfort,-- every drop of 
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our eonrfori had loQed to the bottom of the preci|uoe ; we 
had nothing fyr it but to oooBde onraehrea with the old 
^ajixig — ^"*Ti8 well it*a no worae,'* — ^though worae it 
could not well be. Eren the animala, looae and At liberty 
to wander, huddled together, aeeming to endure the want 
of food with indifference, intent onfy onr defending them- 
aelvea againat the terrifying fury of the atonn. ■ Aa the 
night advanced, the cold becamio ao intenae, that I doubt 
if any of the north pole adrentorera aufiered more than- 
we auffered, for thia aimple reaaon, that they were well 
prepared againat ita effecta ; whilst we, in clothing adapted 
to the aummer climate we had left but a few houra before, 
urere literally taken by aurprise, and had no anticipation 
of what waa to be&ll us. I crept for ahelter intoan empty 
eom Back, and lay for some time with my dog in my 
arms, aa wretchedly comfcMrtable as circumatanoes would 
admit ; but, when the darkneaa increased, the least move- 
ment of any of the animala, or a shivering groan firom 
the jieones, was a signal of alarm to Carlo, who, know- 
ing it to be his peculiar duty at this time to be on the 
. wateh, sprang out ever and anon, to look round and en- 
quire the cause. No persuaaion on my part could prevent 
him from this annoyingly officious discharge of his duty, 
which, fifom the veiy circumstance of his being in my 
arms, he appeared to consider doubly incumbent on him 
to perform, probably imagining that I had placed my lifo 
in his custody, and that it now depended entirely on his 
vigilance. Another cause of his uneasiness was the care- 
less state in which the baggage lay scattered about; this 
he was in the habit of seeing piled every night in a small 
circle, in the centre of whioh a sheep skin was always 
placed for his convenience, and the whole entrusted to 
his charge. . These interruptions to a doze, which now 
and then came over me, I might perhaps have borne 
with, but the piercing Uast that rushed in upon my cheat 
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the moment Carlo ruahed oat was absolotely insupport. 
aUe, and oompeUed me to banish him from the bag to 
lodge at my feet I need not exaggerate the misery of 
our situation by adding that wind, frost, hail, snow, and 
sleet, increased during the nin^t; be it sufficient to say, 
that the storm ooatinned unabated, accompanied by the 
utmost rigour of winter at the southern pole. 

3(Hh. At daybreak the cold was such as I cannot de- 
scribe, for I never before experienced any thing to equal 
it ,My poncho and the sack in which 1 lay were frozen 
into solid boards : ray broad brimmed vicuna hat had 
become as inflexible as Don Qaixote*s helmet : my teeth 
chattered with a noise such as would be made by a per. 
son " playing the piano in thimbles," and when I got up 
and attempted to walk, I felt like Witheringtou upon his 
stumps, for feet I had none ; but, assuming a slight de- 
gree of his courage, I moved a little, then a little farther, 
then a little ferther still, and at last found that I was 
really alive, which was more than I could vouch for 
with respect to my peones. The horses and mules 
had never stirred from the spot on which they had 
fixed themselves the night befere, though I cannot s|y 
they were motionless, for they shivered immoderately, 
in every limb, and three of them bled at the nose from 
the effect of the cold. . Carlo, shrivelled up into the 
shape of an ^wkward crescent, with his back to the 
storm, formed a very conspicuous feature in the fere- 
ground of this picture of calamity.; which, with the' 
scattered baggi^ge, the immeasurable plain of desolation 
that extended round us, its gloom nothing diminished by 
tlie pale cheerless glare of the sun, as he peeped winking 
above the horizon through the density of the atmosphere, 
would have furnished Callot with a deserving pendant to 
the most miserable subject of his " Miseries of War." 
Never did day dawn upon a more wretched bivouac: 



^ 



TBAVBLs nr Ttatv* 197 

num and beut were utterly helpIesB, and seemed to have 
resigned themselres fi>r ever to the unrelenting Httemess 
offrte. 

At this period of the year the snn was at the extremity 
of his northern course, yet, within the troiHcs, as I still 
was, he seldom passes the meridian without bis influence 
being in some degree felt ; therefore, as the day advanced, 
both the force of the wind and the intensity of the cold, 
thougrfa not altogether subdued, were sensiUy diminished. 
Had not this been the case, it is by no means improbaUe 
that I should have been ocHupelled to abandon all my 
worldly goods, and to trace my way alone, across the 
desert of Yavi, whilst my peones remained, like the poor 
mule in the baranca^ to glut the insatiate maws of the 
condor and the eagle. I had the utmost difficulty in 
rousing these men from the state of lethargy in which 
they lay : I shook them, I rolled them on the ground, I 
stamped upon them, I bellowed in their ears through 
my hands dosed trumpet-ftshion, for the purpose of 
condensing and conveying the voice, whieh the roaring 
fbry of the wind rendered absolutely necessary in order 
to make myself heard ; but all these ezerti<ms, for a 
length of time, had no effect upon them, though they 
contributed not a little to restore life to myself. The 
ezerdse, the anxiety, and a legion of doubts and 9.yprer 
hensions that rushed into my mind, as ,to my probable 
abandonment in the desert, actually worked me into a 
mental fever, (a bodily one was impossiUe,) and the ex- 
citement enabled me to set an enoouramng example, 
which, on occasions of extraordinary perplexity, is of 
paramount importance, and absolutely requisite to the 
attainment of good ; without it, it often happens that 
nothing will be attempted, and it follows, even to mathe- 
matical dem<»stration, that, where nothing is attempted, 
nothing can be done. 
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Had I yielded to the torpor, whidi excetti?e cold is 
known to produce, and in which, fi>r a considerable time, 
] felt as mnch inclination to indulge as my peones, I am 
oonvineed that those three men wonld have perished 
where they lay. Bat, roused at length by my exertions, 
and cheered by my example — tat i, like a coward fright- 
0kied into courage, had become desperate, and thrown off 
my poncho to make it appear that the cold was nothing, 
and that the dark blue approaching to purple at the end 
of my nose, and. the tears that streamed from my eyes, 
were merely the consequences of so long fiusting, — they 
gradually showed signs of resuscitation, and slowly pro- 
ceeded to pretend to work, by moving the ropes, and the 
baggage, and the bridles, and the saddles, but without 
the least consciousness of what they were doing. I 
placed my hands in the trumpet form, at the ear of eadi, 
and loud as lungs were capable, I voci&rated ** Come 
along, my boys, with God's will, to some hut, where we 
may find something to eat ! ! !** To this no answer was 
given ; they continued busied in doing nothing, and ap- 
peared more like trembling ghosts performing some of- 
fice of the dead, than substantial beings engaged in 
occupations of the living. At length, some pious ejaco^ 
lations to the Virgin were audibly niuttered, of which I 
took advantage to give a short version of Jupiter and the 
wagoner, and endeavoured to persuade them that the 
surest way of obtaining assistance from above was by 
diligently performing our duties below — a reflection 
which gave additional stimulus to my own exertions, 
while it had the desired effect with the peones, who now 
commenced in good truth their preparation to depart. 
In bridling the horses, Tortugra, from cold, I suppose, 
refused to open his mouth as obediently as usual to re* 
ceive the bit, whenHhe peone, a little angry, said, ** "Why 
don't you open ?** giving the horse at the same time a 
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slight fillip OB the nose, i^hen theanim^ slipped his 
head from the benumbed grasp of the man and walked 
away at a slow pace, as slowly followed by the peone, 
reproaching him with his misconduct in the usual terms 
of the country. The consequence was that Tortuga, 
kicking up behind, <[uickened his |nice, and the peone 
continued his invectives. Back went Tortuga's ears, 
but onward his pace. But, knowing him to be the most 
tractable and the most amiaBle creature in the world, I 
called out to the peone, " Let him alone, man, let him 
alone I" for I saw plainly that the animal was offended, 
but felt assured that in a few minutes he would return 
in good humour to his comrades. There was not the 
slightest apprehension of his straying or being lost in 
such a wide open desert, besides a horse is of too sociable 
a disposition to remain in solitude ; we also knew, from 
previous experience, that even if we continued our march 
without him, he would gallop after us when he found 
himself alone; but, in any case, situated as we were, to 
lose him was impossible. Tortuga had now gained an 
' eminence at a short distance from, our bivouac, where he 
stopped for a moment, looking earnestly before him, with 
crest erect and ears pointed forward, in an unusually in- 
quisitive manner, announcing that something extraordi. 
nary had attracted his notice. He neighed loudly and 
resolutely, as if challenging what he saw ; this, we dis- 
tinctly heard, was immediately replied to from the op- 
posite side ; upon which, haughtily throwing back his 
head, raising his tail, and^ in a word, making the most 
of himself, as every dandy does before he ushers himself 
into company, he moved off with a high pompous gait, 
fuU of self-sufficiency, and, snorting defiance at us all, 
disappeared from our view. In an instant I sprang up- 
on a mule, and soon reached the eminence, whence I 
saw that he had joined a wandering troop of horses. 
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vhioli, wild M deer, and with all their ewiftnew, fled «s 

them ! To hare panned o?er the honndlpaw range that 
eitendftd befixe them would ha^e been little wiser than 
to pursue a shadow"; but with my ejes I anzioaslj ii^ 
lowed, i saw them oBoe or twice wheel suddenly roand« 
as if ftarlesslj to &oe a puming fiw ; then as suddenly 
did they cwit^i mff their fl»gh*- Again I saw them ttaipf 
and mistrastfblly examine the stranger thai had joined 
them, and again they fled, until I could no longer dis- 
tinguish their mancuYres; besides the distance they so 
quickly gained, my si^t became perfectly dimmed, as 
if large drops stood in my eyes ; the cold Uast was cer- 
tainly sufficient to draw tears, but I do not think that 
the oppressive fulness I felt was occasioned by the cold. 
Be that as it may, a long and audible respiratian, which 
aome would perhaps call a deep sigh, gave me immM*Ai»ft^ 
relief from feelings, such as I have ezporienoed onoe or 
twice in my life, when taking leave of a friend whom I 
have had no hope of ever seeing again. 

■* My horse," said I to myself, ** my best horse, my 
fivrourite horse, my companion, my fiiend, far so long a 
time, on journeys of so many hundred miles, carrying 
me up and down mountains, along the edges of precipU 
ces, across rivers and torrents, where the safety of the 
rider so often depended solely on the worthiness of his 
animal— io lose thee now in a moment of so much need, 
in a n^mner so unexpected, and so provc^dngly acci- 
dental, aggravates my loss. The constant care I took of 
thee proves the value I set on thy merits. At the end of 
many a wearisome journey, accommodation and comfert 
fer thee were invariably my first consideration, let mine 
be what they might Not even the severity of the past 
night could induce me to deprive thee of thy rug fer my 
own gratification. And must I now suddenly say fiure- 
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wttt f-VThen ftrewell ! my trusty friend ! A thoomnd 
dolkni are in thtt portmanteau: had I Umt every one of 
them, they mnat, indeed, have occaaioned regret, but 
never could they have excited ench a feeling of sorrow 
as thott hast, my best, my fiivourite horse — ^fiu:ewell !'* 

C&linuing o«r journey across the bleak wilderness of 
Yavi, at sunset we entered a valley, and stqyped at a 
hut, the "first habitation we had seen in the course of two 
days' long journey. Here the inhabitants were crouched 
round a fire in the middle of the floor, muffled in skins 
of sheep and lamas, wailing bitterly the indemency of 
the weather, which they all said was such as they had 
never before experienced^ It was impossible to prevail 
on tbem to procure us something to eat, though, in our 
famished state, we did not long stand upon ceremony, 
for we selected with eagle eye a lama from a flock in a 
pen adjoining the hut, and, leading it to slaughter, soon 
prepared a banquet to our taste. 

July 1. A veiy strong and cold south wind still con> 
tinued, but the sun shone powerfully, and counteracted 
the wintry effects of the weather. Our route again lay 
through a desert country, st<my and rugged, in which 
more than once I was very sensibly reminded of the loss 
I had recently sustained. When the sun was setting, 
we fixed upon as shelterad a spot as the desert aflbrded, 
and, although the night was extremely ooM, our situa- 
tion was altogether luxurious, compared with that of the 
99th. 

3d. Weather moderate, the road continued over a 
naked and interminable wilderness, in which small 
flocks of vicufla and guanaco were the only living crea- 
tures to be seen. In the evening, having drossed a stu- 
pendous ridge of the CovdiUera, we descended into a 
narrow valley, where we bivouacked under the lee of a 
magnificent rampart of rocks, and regaled with enviable 
VOL. n. 18 
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apperitf on the remMM of onr lama; a fiwd, fiir the ftiU 
enjojrnMBt of which, good loaiid teolh are mdurponialile, 
and in this, it mnit be eonfiweed, that Carlo seemed to 
heTe the advantage of na aU. 

3d. FiBe pleaaant weather ; tiavdled throoi^ a vaUey, 
the aaine which 1 had occaaioii to mentioii on mj^ jour- 
ney from Salta to Potoai« and which eontinaea without 
inAermption a diatanoe of two hmdred miles. At night 
I stopped at the poet of La Cneva, which I had passed 
sixteen months befiire; for, to my great satisfection, I 
had^entared the post road between Peru and Bnenoe 
Ayrea, and the post huts, which I then oonsideied abodes 
of misery, now ^ipeared,on comparison with the accom- 
modation to which I had since been aoeostomed, pakcee 
ofcomfiMl. In the course of the day I had an opportu- 
nity of ahooting a condor; it was so satiatad with its re- 
past on the carcass of ahorse, as to soffer me to approach 
within pistol shot, before it extended its enormous wingps 
to take flight, which was to me the signal to fire; aad^. 
having loaded with an ample charge of pellets, my aim 
proved effectual and fataL - What a ibrmidaUe monster 
did I behold in the ravine lieneath me, screaming and 
flapping in the last convnkife struggles of liie I* 

It may be difficult to believe, that the most gigantic 
animal that inhabits the earth or the ocean can be 
equalled in size by a tenant of the air | and those persona 
who have ne?er seen a larger bird than our mountain 
eagle will probably read with astonishment of a species 
of that same bird, in the sontham hembphere, bein^ 
so large and strong a« to sain an ox with its talons, and 
Co lift it into the air, whence it lets it fall to the ground, 
in order to kill it and to prey upon the carcass. : Bat 
this astottishmaat most in a great degree sobside, when 
the dimensions of the bird are taken into consideration. 
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and which, inedible u they may appear, I now insert 
tftrbatim from a note taken down with oiy own hand. 

** When the winge are ipread they nteasure sixteen 
paces (forty feet) in extent, fhua point to point ; the 
feathers are eight paces (twenty feet) in length, and the 
qoill part two pains (eight inches) in eircamference. 
It is said to have powers sufficient to carry off a live 
rhinoceros.'* 

4th. AU the brooks and streams we crossed in the 
early part of the morning were frozen so as to bear the 
aaimals without the ioe even cracking, though the ef- 
Act of only one night's frost ; but the sun (as it may 
be supposed, just in or about the fine of the tropic of 
Capricorn) is, during several hours of the day, as hot 
as at our midsummer, and wherever his beams touch, the 
\ ice yields to their influence. 

I arrived early at the village of Humagutica, where 
I obtained excellent accommodation for the night. The 
extraordinary severity of the weather for the last few 
days seemed to be a subject of general conversation and 
lamentation. 

I omitted mentioning in its proper place, that the 
. condor I shot yesterday measured ten foet from point 
to point of the wings when extended, and the longest 
feather, when pulled out, was three feet in length ; but 
the people at the post-house assured me, that the bicd 
was a yiehoneito (quite a chicken.) This slight remark 
is to prevent the reader from being entrapped (if he lias 
not been so already) into the sup|kMution, that the di- 
mensions of wings and feathers, and the ox, and the live 
rhinoceros, &.c. within the inverted co(nmas,were- meant 
to apply to my condor. By no means. That paragraph 
is, as I have stated it to be, copied verbatim from a 
note of my own ; but the reader will probably lower the 
tone >>f chuckling triumph, which, with no very kind- 
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ly fading, he maj bmw •jntltingly aanmed over tha 
author, when he it giving to mdentend, that the said 
note wai taken fhwa the **Trmveb of Ifarao Pob,*' and 
thoM who desire to know all the faeU of the sobject, 
may consult Marsden^s edition of Maroo*e Travels, 
where, from chapter zzzti. as also from a note attached 
to it» they will find that I have rather diminished than 
exaggerated the account of this monstrous btrd« ** the 
existence of which seems to have been universally ore- 
dited in the East." Indeed Marto Pob, in his «* most 
noble and &moos trav^ no lease pleawnnt than profi- 
table,*' pro ft ssB s , fike other traTellers, ■* to give know- 
ledge of the strange and marvellous things as thej were 
seen by him ; and that which he saw not he deelares by 
report of those who were wise, discrete, and of good cre- 
dited' Now, although he did not see the bird, he 
heard of it fimn theee whose * credits eonld not be 
doubted ;' and therefore, according to the dimensione 00 
accurately given, it must have been a very large bird 
indeed, infinitely larger than my condor, but still a mere 
sparrow, compared with another bird equally celebiatejl , 
•— Ihat which pounced upo^ the fiuned steed Bayardo, 
and parted the combat between JUnaldo and Gradasso-^ 

*' A bird of wondrous stee, and dreadfal •trength, 
And AiJ] three fordg his bill's enormous length ; 
His plumes were inky black, of Test ettent ; 
His hooky claws on spoil and ravin bent ; 
His eyes were fire, and cruel was his look ; 
And like two sails his an^ple wings he shook : 
Ne*er have I seen, nor heard, in times of old, 
Of such a bird* " 

nor I either, 

* Hoole's Ariosto, EU zxxUi. 
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CHAPTER Xlli. 

Woaderfttl TaUegr— Atandaaee of wild fowl fByrioB «r4ka cowii 
of JuOoi— Receipt of oaab— Low of cash— Desertion— Trait of in- 
tegri^— Unworthy consequence— Drai Carlos Paulo— Reverse of 
forttme— Hajipy meeting with an oM IHend— Purchase of a Mr- 
loehi»— AeeopitttoB ef «a old biotber oAear^Att estate in tiie 
■ajfhtemfceedof i ^liii Or— t>f<qtwitef»«>otlieraad l i a mh - 
ter. 

July 5th. Morning, hard frost ; at noon, heat of the 
sun such as to oompel roe to throw off poncho, coat, 
and vest ; i^nd at nightfall I was again glad to wrap 
myself in them all. I arrived by the light of a brilliant 
moon at the single post hut of Maimara, where travel- 
lers who can he satisfied with the best that can be oh. 
tained, may lay themselves down contentedly to rest 
for the night. 

6th. The road led over loose stones, and frequently 
across the stream that winds through the wonderful 
valley already described. From beyond Humaguaca to 
Jujui, a distance of nearly one hundred miles, this road 
continues in the middle of a deep and narrow channel, 
that niust have been scooped through the rocks and 
mountains, at some remote period of the world, by 
means of an irreaistible flood, of the power of wbich 
the human mind can form no conception; for It has 
been justly said by a recent traveller,* that all the 
snows of the Andes, simultaneously melted, and roll- 
ing onwards with a mighty head at once, could not be 
iequal to the forming such enormous excavations. Yet, 
that water was the powecful agency, it cannot for a 

* CfapHdn A nd i e w 's aoarney, vol. it 
18* 
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aooMDt be doubtad ; ito action is ruahW ap to the lofti- 
wt Munmitf of the moantains. Truly the mind is over- 
whelmed with Mtooiahment at Ihe eight of theee etn- 
pendoui ohaame} no language is adequate to deeeribe 
the mighty magnifieenee of their eonformation, or its 
effMt upoo the eeneee. 

In the evening we artired at^El Volcan, a wretched 
poet butt where nothing waf to be had for lore or jbo- 
ney; but in the neighboarhood were many eimagus 
(poole and marshes) ooTcred with wild fowl, in pursuit 
of which I sallied fbi)hf with the avidity of a savage» 
to obtain subsistence by my own dexterity, armed with 
an old dragoon carbine, which, being an engine of 
wrath expressly manufactured for the destruction of 
man, was consequently never intended to contribute 
to the maintenance of his life by the amusement of 
sporting. But no sooner did I arrive at one ef the 
eienaga9% than all doubts as to good gon and good 
cheer vanished, for the abundance of game was such ae 
to require neither double-barrelled Manton, nor a pro- 
fieient in the art of shooting, to insure success. I fired, 
that is to say, I pulled my trigger, but that, indeed, is 
not to say what I expected, for I expected to see ducks, 
teal, wigeon, and I know not what besides, tumble in 
dozens and dozens at my feet Uniiccustomed to re- 
oeive injury from man, the birds hovered in dense 
clouds round me, and sebmed, in^ addition to their ac- 
quired confidence, to be aware of the barmlessness of 
the instrument with which they were threatened, and 
they actually passed so ckise, that the wind from their 
wings fanned me whilst I stood, up to the middle, in 
the marsh, snap, snap, snapping, my wretched loci'-and 
fireless flint, in the vain and greedy hope of obtaining, 
by one single shot, a superabundant meal for myself 
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aad peoBM. I need not meotkm the mood of mind in 
which I ninmed to the post hot, half a leagae diftant, 
to tiy if chanj|re of 4^nt would occasion change of lack ; 
but, having adjusted my carbine in the beet manner 
with the Very limited means I pos te s se d, I set out a 
second time, and fired, actually ^reit / amongst a count* 
leas multitude, that sailed whistling through the air in 
circles above my head. From causes which to this day 
I attribute to a kind of serpentine construction in the 
barrel of my gon^ only one solitary duck leoeived the 
contents, and that unfortunate creature, for my share 
of it, might as well haye fallen on the summit of the 
Ylimaoi, the edge of the precipice on which it tumbled 
being ^oquaUy beyond my reach. It was, however, a 
very great and encouraging gratification to know that 
my gun could go off; therefore, rallying frdmmy pre- 
vious itate of despair, I loaded, and had not long to 
wait the opportunity of another shot, the direction of 
which I was obliged to calculate on somewhat of a 
new mathematical principle, for the nature of my bar- 
rel was such as to overthrow all the known laws of 
prOj^tiles, and to give to its contents, when discharged, 
a hdUal, or circnmvolutionary motion ; so that my shot 
may be supposed to have co^ursed the wild ducks and 
teal round the circle that they themselves described in 
their flight above me, making it to them a clear case 
of $auoe qui peut, pr de'il take the hindmost. It is only 
in this way that I can account for the great success of 
my last shot, which seemed to have caught all the 
■tragglerf, and set my peones and myself a-plunging 
and floundering in the marsh, to pick up\the wounded, 
the dying, and the dead, with which we returned higl^y 
gratified to El Volcan, where we soon unfledged our 
game, and, cutting it up in quarters, put it into a f^y» 
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vbg p«B with tome matton met tnd &ji^ and MTttr did 
•MaraMB, ia tMr faappieat mood, detomr tMr fkrostite 
■MftI with flMMo VBjoyment «LBd BTidity thtn we did 
tliii dolieioM ftre. 

^7th. Trafolled about fite leegaee to the post of 
Tola, whew ploiity is to be hod : fhim this pott on- 
wmtde the o aw B t T j gredneilj loees i(e berfoB aad deso- 
late mppeaimnee; the inelosuies for cattle, tracts of 
lattd Boder coltivrntioB, aad ftrm hoases, apprise the 
trareUer of his approaoh to the pop«lo«s town of Jajai, 
which IhrBMrif OBJoyed ooBsiderable trade and -opB* 
loBce, aad which, Botwithotandia; its saftsriags ia the 
reTolatioB> is stiU respeotahle. Jaj«, on Uie TMrgo of 
the Boathera tropic, has decidedly the advmtago ia 
sitaatioa of aay towa that I havo seea ia Soath Aiae* 
rioa ; it is bailt oa aa esiiaeaoe between two rlrerv, ia 
a spacioas YsUey, while the majestic mountaiBB that 
sarroaad it are at asufficieat distance to admit of wn^ 
ttlation from the oveaiag breece, which regalarly blows 
with a delightftil fr e sha e w after the excesitvo heat of 
the day in No^aiber and Deoeaiber. At the present 
seasoB (the whiter of this dime) the weather is mmeh 
like that in ear month of April, without its freqoenst 
show«ts. Ob the sides and at the bases of the moaa* 
tains, which are f$f the most part wooded, are many 
ftttn/ss and Israis, the latter extreawly profitable to tim 
proprietors, aotwithstaadiag the iBdoisnt maaasr m 
which they aire coitivated ; the former neechiig^ only the 
aid of a little art, and the fntrodactioB of a few com- 
ibrts, as they already vie with any on the globe lor 
loxariance and heao^ of sitaation. 

At Jojai, the carnage read leading to JIaenos Ayres 
comoioBces; and here travellers from Pern to the latter 
city consider, to use a homely phrase, that ^ the aach 
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of tiwir joamej is broken i* in the thirteen handredl 
mijee, or thereaboats, etill before them, no eerioufl phy* 
eical intermptioni are any longer to be apprehended, 
and proFiflione of aome sort are alwayi to be bad. 
Here, then, I took up my abode, until I should under- 
stand **how the land lay ahead,** for in that quarter 
etrong breezes and equalli still preTailed in the political 
hdnaon ; also, until I should pro?ide-myself with some 
sort of carriage, or meet with a traveller to aeoompaoy 
me on the journey. 

In consequence of the number of fugitive families 
from Salta, Tuenman, and other disturbed districts, 
who had taken reiuge in this town, there was consider- 
able difficulty in procuring a lodging; but, through the 
kind intervention of Doctor Redhead, whom I had the 
good fortune to find here, I succeeded in hiring a small 
empty house, at the rent of half a dollar a day, in which 
I soon made myself at home. 

My journal, my private journal, my personsl-narra. 
tive-common-place*sorap-book, is certainly a very ap* 
propriate depository for all little personal concerns, 
which being unanimously admitted, X take leave to in« 
trodnce here a circumstance of that nature. And now 
I shall tell you how the author was suddenly enriched : 
how he was suddenly impoverished : how he was sud 
denly abandoned on the wide world : how he gave his 
sighs to the wind, and a fig for care. 

The i;|iief commissioner having very considerately 
sent me an order to receive a balance due from Don 
Victorino Sola, of Salta, on the sale of our galera, left 
in his custody on our passage through that town, I 
wrote to him mentioning how important that sum 
would now be to me, and requested him to remit it* 
By return of post I received a friendly letter from Don 
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Vietoriiiot inolotinif a check fbr 6ne htfndfed and fifty 
dollan fire reali^ on hie coiteepoftdent in /ujoi, 1rh#, 
ittittiediately paid it, aad thereby made me, if not the 
rioheet, certainly ae independefit, a man ae any in the 
New World. My first step was to search through the 
town with diligence fbr a diligence to enable me to 
oontintte my journey, and I had the good fortune to 
find something of the kind In possession of my old 
fhend Don Maroos, to whose hospitality I stood in- 
debted for a good lodging and sapper on my first visit 
to this place, and which I do Hot fbrget, althoogfa the 
reader may. I examined, disapproted, approved, bar- 
gained, higgled, parchaied the Tofaicle: then, passiftg 
my right arm under Don M%roos^ left, proceeded froni 
his house to mine^, to give formal ratification by bill, 
cash, and receipt. On leaving the house of Don Mar- 
cos, and when in the middle of the street, a ceremony 
of infinite importance interrupted our progress for a 
moment, but only fbr a moment-^itjwas merely the 
change of our position, which the custom of the coun- 
try among gente d4emite, and the good breeding of Don 
Marcos, rendered absolutely indispensable. He there- 
fbre withdrew his arm from mine, civilly touched his 
hat, and, paMing behind me (for to have p&ssed in fVont 
would have been rude) to the left side, there gave me 
his right arm, and then we proceeded according to 
rule — a' rale as strictly observed in this country as in 
Spain, where the tighi is invariably given as (^e post 
of oompliraent and honour. On our way home, the 
praises of Don Marcos were lavished on the ** very sa^ 
perior carriage^ he had ceded me a downright bargain, 
and with which he had fkvoured me, solely on account 
of being an old (Viend, for whom he was desirous of 
giving, at any sacrifice, a decided proof of his esteem. 
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The bill «nd reoeipt being procured, I eoanlod ool 
tvo baxidred ud fifty dollars from my portmantefto; 
the ooe'handred and fifty I had reoelTed in the mom* 
iog would, when added to theee* complete the pay* 
meot; and with the intexit of doing eo, I went to the 
shelf in a dark corner of the room, where I had care* 
folly depoeited the recently acquired treaeare^aod foOAd 
it to be^-ffiissing ! 

U would be tedioue to meniion the pariiculare of our 
minute and anxioue teareh,^ becauee eyery body in the 
world knowe *' all that aort o' thing," and how a lost 
ajrticle occaeione the examination of places, where we 
know to a moral certainty thallt ie not I ehall therefore 
not say one word abbnt how carefully I searched in my 
bed and under my bed« in ray portmanteaus aad behind 
them, under the chair and ihe table, and latterly, hpw 
Don Marcoe aesisted me in sealing, by means of bis 
sbooldefe, to a top shelf, without either of us eonsider- 
ing that there was not a living soul in the house to 
have plaoed it thers; my peonee had gone, soon a^r I 
received the money, with two' of my mules inio the 
counky to procure forage, and had not yet retiumed* 
Ait the e2{wration of half an hour, passed in oonjeeture 
whioibr only increeeed our perplexity, my friend J>on 
Marcos, seeing the neeeesity of caneelling, for the pre* 
sent at leset, the bargain W4^ had made, took up hie re- 
ceipt, and left me to re^eeareh my hon8# all over for that 
wjbich I was certain I should not find, nor had any 
chance of ever again seeing. 

" The robt>*d that smtles steals sometbi?ig from the thief; 
He rot» Mnself that spends a bootiess grief.' ' 

So I thought, but for the life of me I could not smile. 
Night came and far advanced before I retired to bed, 
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•zpectinf erery monent the retani of mj peonaf , for 
wliOM dela j I could not aeeoant ; the idle teoondFole 
mail ha?e joined in the public festiTitiee, which had 
jnel eoauneneedi in commemoration of the anniTenary 
of the independence of Sonth America, and to which 
poople fifom far and near flocked to Jajui, to join in 
proeeeiioae, hone radng, bull fiipfatittg, cock fi^ffatinif 
(for which the clergy of this town are celebrated), 
dandng, drinktog, and all the merrimente^of eociety 
turned topey-tnryy in holiday diTcrtion. 

Morning dawned, and noon arrived, without any 
intelligence of my peonee, which induced thoee to 
whom I had complained of my loee to fix the robbery 
upon them, but not eren a suipicion ae to their die- 
honeety entered my mind. They often had had booty 
of greater coneequence in their power, and opportani- 
tiee much more fkToorable than the present fi»r eecorin^ 
it, had they harboured any intention of the kind, of 
which I unhesitatingly acquitted them in the fullest 
manner. A letter delivered to me in the course of the 
day, notwithstanding the distressing disappointment 
it oecasioned, confirmed the justice of the foregoing 
opinion. It was a joint letter from my peones, stating, 
in a strain of humble apology for their conduct, ** that 
they feared to proceed to the lower provinces, as they 
should there have run the risk of being forced to join 
one party or other as soldiers ; and that, in the second 
place, as I was about to sail for Europe on my arrival 
at Buenos Ayres, they might, after my departure, be 
compelled to remain there in want, before it should be 
in their power to return so great a distance to their 
homos :^* they concluded by saying, that **they could 
not bring themselves to tell me of their intention to 
leave me, lest it should have met with obje^ctions on 



I' 



TSAVBLS IN PBBU. 213 

my part, and have deprired them of a favourable op- 
poftaiiitj, of which they had now availed thenuelvee, 
to return to their families." This was the purport of 
their letter, and I confem I very seneibly felt the dilem- 
ma in whieh I foond myself: I knew the importance 
of my loss, and the difficulty of supplying the place of 
two such grood and trusty servants. On patient reflec- 
tion, however, I saw nothing very reproachable in their 
eonduet ; I even doubted if I shouM have received, un- 
der similar circumstances, the attention of an apolo, 
getical letter from the^same class of people in more 
civilised countries. And when I add that my mules, 
which they took io the end of their first day's journey, 
were safely returned, I need say nothing farther in sup^ 
port of the acquittal I have already pronounced ; but 
one . more circumstance is deserving of mention, not 
only as a strong trait of character, but as a convincing 
proof to Europeans, (those who are forward in expos- 
ing the vices of these people,) that all the virtues are 
not monopolised by their own countrymen. 

The day before my peones absconded, they requested 
a settlement of their wages, to which, it being the ter- 
mination of a <iuarter, I readily assented, and paid 
tibem what was due — deducting five dollars from each 
for the maimed mules mentioned at Cinti. They remon- 
strated against the penalty, stating that they required 
the money to remit to their wives at Potosi. I insisted 
that their wives had nothing to do with my mules; 
that I had- suffered a loss of at least ten dollars for 
every one I deducted from their wages ; that all the 
lees and inconvenience wefe entirely owing to their 
own want of care in putting on the pack-saddles ; and 
that they must now submit to the penalty — ** no hai 
rtmedio?^ If, however, they wanted money to send to 

VOL. n. 19 






214 TKAYXUI m FBSV. 

thmr familial, I wu willing to ftdnuice Ihem twenty 
dollan each, whichf aocording to an a^eement in wri- 
tings I was boand to pay them on their arrival at Baenos 
Ajrref , as a bomu for their senrices on so long a jour- 
ney* Finding me inexorable on the aobject of the 
penalty, they at last took the proffered twenty dollars 
each, and lefV the room, but in the course of half aa 
hour they returned with that sum, saying, they would 
*^ rather let it remain until their arrtTal at Buenos 
Ayres.*' Next morning they left me in the lurch, as 
I have already described ; but I am disposed Uf believe 
that that act does not deprive these tend'barbarian$ of 
the meed of praise due to their integrity on the subject 
of the money. 

Being bereft in the same hour of my cash, and of 
those in whom my confidence was placed, and on whoee 
care and attention all my comfort in the new world de* 
ponded, occasioned very considerable wailings and fore- 
bodings, of that gloomy cast in which persons indulge 
when they imagine themselves the most unhappy crea- 
tures upon earth, and expect all their acquaintance to 
break their hearts in sheer commiseration of the mis- 
fortune (always magnified) that has befallen them. 
My expectations as to this general sympathy in my 
behalf wei^e so completely baffled, that I discovered, as 
the day passed away, that if I did not set to work and 
help myself and my animals, we should all starve ; for 
the whole town.of Jujui had retired to the sietia^ with 
as much indifference respecting us as though we had 
never existed, and I had not the least reason to sup- 
pose that they would rise in a more charitable mood. 
I therefore ffave my sighs to the wind, and immediately 
went and dfove my mules to the river to water, pro- 
cured them plenty of forage, and then struck up a fire 
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in an out-hoiiui, at which I boiled my kettle, and 
sipped comfort and consolation from a cop of tea, 
which waa excellent, and ought to have been so, for 
it had JQBt coat seven dollars (twenty-eight shillings) 
a pound. 

The difficulty of obtaining servants of any class in 
South America I had frequently heard of, and now 
experienced. Vain were my attempts for several days 
to procure relief from my sitoation of **all worlE,^* 
which I performed in the united capacity of groom, 
house-maid, cook, and own-man. The occupations of 
these several callings I felt fully equal to, and utterly 
disregarded the labour; but there was something pe- 
culiarly disagreeable, misanthropically wretched, in 
locking myself up every, night in my solitary habita- 
tion, and proceeding, with a long mould in one hand 
and a pistol in the other, to examine the desolate pre- 
mises before I retired to rest. In reality, there was not 
the slightest cause for apprehension of evil in Jojui, 
notwithstanding the practical proof I had had of the 
existence of light-fingered skirmishers when doors are 
lefl carelessly open, as I had lefl mine. My enquiries 
for a servant weris at last answered by a Spaniard of 
good and respectable appearance, although his habili- 
ments wore precisely the reverse i but his address was 
of that kind which favourably prepossesses and gene- 
rally proves the best letter of recommendation that a 
man can present. > He offered, in few words, his ser- 

^ vices to attend me to Buenos Ayres, promising to per- 
form all the duties of a servant with diligence, activity, 

' and fidelity. I had been long enough in Spain to know 
something of the general character and disposition of 
Spaniards: no people in the world carry egotism to 
such a pitch V on any questions concerning their ac* 
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qaireBMiiU or abilitiai, whatomr be tlMir ntaation in 
Uf«« the tnunpet of oelf-praiM MHindi aloud theb per- 
fteUoni. Tbia practice doee not proceed from anj cor- 
rupt principlee— there ia no intention of barm or deceit: 
like many national traits of character in all coontries, 
it appeare to be nnobeenred by the nativea, althongh it 
if glaringly conapicnoaa to foreigners. The self-praise 
of Spaniards, gross even as it freqnently is, is a cnstom, 
and nothing more, for they are not naturally a vain 
people. Whoever has chanced to hire a Spanish ser« 
vant, and on presenting himself, has asked him— -** Well, 
what are your abilities, what do yon know of the duties 
of a servant 7*' mast have received for answer — ^ I, sir, 
I know every thing.** ^ Every thing ! what do yod 
mean by oTery thing f ** *^ Every thing, sir, I know 
vfffi'y thing in the world !** I therefore did not ques- 
tion the Spaniard on his merits, but asked bim to whom 
I shoald refer for a character. He immediately placed 
himself in an attitadoi and assumed a tone, accompa- 
nied with an indignant curl of the nostril, which were 
altogether extremely disrespectful, and, just as I was 
about to say that I should have nothing to do with so 
unpromising a servant, he replied, that ^ I might refbr 
to whom I pleased— but that, although he had been 
nine months lingering in the town, he was unknown to 
every body, and v^vrg body was unknown to him ; still, 
he hoped that there were in the world some solitary oc- 
casions, in which the accident of a man's being destitute 
of friends would not be considered the only obstruction 
to his honest endeavours to better his condition." -^'Oh * 
you think so, do you ?" said I ; and in truth I thought 
in my heart that his hope was reasonable enough, but 
I did not tell him so ; for, besides being nettled at his 
manner, I Iblt a sort of inflated pleasure in the idea of 
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iQj own oonteCiaence, which I could not butily re- 
nounce ; a consequence mote |reneral and more preva- 
lent than any other assumed by mankind, and yet, of 
all others, the most vain, and the most ingIoriou8»*tbe 
consequence of having a few pounds, shillings, and 
pence more than our neighbour ! This was the vantage- 
ground I possessed on the present occasion ; and, al- 
though I could distinctly discern the stamp of honesty 
on the Spaniard's brow, even through the dark and 
humiliating mantle of distress in which it was shrouded, 
jret did I overlook it with an air of lofly indifference. 
In the course of a short conversation, I mentioned that 
I was as far from home, friends, and resources, as he 
was, and had not the means of paying such wages as 
he probably expected. . " AH I ask,'' said he, ^* is my 
daily bread, and free conduct to Buenos Ayres; if, when 
we arrive there, you give me some assistance to enable 
me to reach my native country, I shall feel grateful. 
I know not how to stipulate for wages." 

The last sentence was firmly, nay, haughtily ex- 
pressed ; it was uttered under the pangs of wounded 
feelings,^ which are not easily described, nor can they 
be well understood by those who know nothing of the 
sufferings of honourable adversity. I felt myself sud- 
denly thrust from my ^ vantage-ground," and all my 
** consequence" 8ubdued.-T^^Cali again to-morrow," said 
I.— ^* Bueno,'*'' said the Spaniard, and retired. 

In the interim, I made .enquiries in several quarters 
respecting the character and conduct of the applicant, 
the result of which was briefly and precisely this — 
**He may be an honest man; we know nothing against 
him, exeeptt that he is a Spaniard, and served in the 
army of Spain — in the king's army." 

*^ Time Was," said I to myself, *^ when it was no dis* 
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gncb to hMW9 mffd in Um anniM cA Spain: time wis, 
when the integrity of a Spaniard was proverbial, and 
hie word considered as a bond tbroogiiout the cifilieod 
world, and aienredly some still remain unalterably tma 
to tfaoee principleB that every where distinguished their 
fbnfkthers ; many, too, have serred in the king's armx« 
without any dereliction of honour or honesty. I shall 
e*en take this Spaniard into my Benrico>— I may go fir- 
ther and fare worse." 

When he called, and was informed of my deddoB 
respecting him, he ezpreseed thanks in terms as warm 
and gratefol as though I had appointed him to the dig- 
nity of a Potosi secretary, with a salary office hundred 
poonds sterling per annum. ^ I hare been told)" said 
I, ^ that yon have had the misfortune to serve in the 
king^s anny.'*'-''£t tteriad;^ (it is true,) said he,«*a. 
misfortune I must now consider it"—** Ton hare then 
had your share of suffering in the revoltttionary war in 
this country ?"— ^ Yes," he replied, *• from the very be* 
ginning to the very end ; that is to say, for a period of 
sixteen years, and whether or not with credit te myself^ 
and loyalty to my king, these documents will show." 
Hereupon he searched in hu hat, among cigars, a pack 
of cards, a piece of «oap, a comb, a steel and flint, &c 
(the hat is to a Spaniard generally, what the kitchen- 
drawer is to a cook— a receptacle ibr every thing in 
the world,) and, taking thereout sundry papers, placed 
them on the table, and left the room. The first docu^ 
raent I opened was a royal oommbsion, dated 5i6th 
March, 1816, appointing ** Lieutenant Don Carlos Pau- 
lo to be Captain in the regiment of Fernando 7^* vice 
Captain Don Jos^ Comulat, killed in action.*'—" Cop* 
tain! Don Carlos Paulo!" said I to myself, with n»ore 
than ordinary eensations of surprise, as I took up the 
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next docaimnt, which wis dated 16th JM»mry, 18t0, 
in the city of L& Paz, wherein it appeared that Captain 
Don CarloB Paolo had preaeoted himself, by order of 
the general of his diriaion, to receive an arrear of pay, 
amounting to six handred and fifty three dollars, the 
half of which, it was expressed in the certificate ** he 
Tolantarily retnraed for the good of the nation, in 
consequence of the urgency of the times. In virtne of 
which donation from a faithful subject (Jiel vauaUo) 
we give him the present certificate, fee. &e.*' Humph ! 
this is, indeed, captain, yery fair evidence of your loy- 
alty, and of your generosity too, thought T, as I opened 
the next document, which proved to be the Viceroy La 
Seroa*s commission, dated 1st February, 1824, *' pro- 
moting Don Carlos Paulo to the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel in his own regiment.^' 

I cannot say from what caose, but positively f felt 
strangely abashed on reading this document, which I 
did two or three times over, meditating at the same 
time -an apology, as if I had committed some oifisnee, 
of which, however, my heart did not directly accuse 
me ; though some how or other it did not fe^ easy on 
the subject. 

The two next documents were dated aAer the royal 
game of goose was concluded in South America ; the 
first, from the patriot General Urdininea, (to whose 
army Lieutenant-Colonel Don Carlos and his regiment 
surrendered themselves prisoners,* after a well contested 
battle,) was a passpoK, granting^he lieutenant-colonel 
permission to retire ^ with his servant and baggage^ to 
La Paz. ' This was evidence of better days than the 
present, even in misfortano ; for it pro?ed tfaat he had 
fallen from bad to worse. The other was a certificate 
from his commanding officer, in the following terms : — 
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•» I tertifjr thai LieateDaiiU>>lonel Don Carlos Paolo is 
one of those officers who served in the Spanish armj 
qntil the annihilation of the royal caose. — Given in 
rotosi« 25th ApriU 1825. Signed, Jos6 MarU Yaldes, 
Colonel Commandant.** 

Among the papers were several acknowledgments 
for sums of money lent to various individaals by Colo- 
nel Don CarloSf when he was in a condition to exercise 
the principles of benevolence. 

Is it not the saying of a Roman sage, that ** the man 
who has been always fortunate cannot easily havd a 
great reverence for virtue ?** Are we hence to conclude, 
that the man who has been unfortunaU is more likely 
to reverence virtue ? Ton my life, I think so, and un- 
der the impression, I inclined more and more to< my 
** unfortnnate friend.*' Marmontel considered all ser- 
vants, ^* det amit itrfortutiet^^ and in that capacity Don 
Carlos attached himself to me, for I concluded our con- 
tract in these words — **> From this moment, I pray you 
to consider me your friend, and not your master, which 
I can never suppose myself." *'*' God will repay you, 
sir, for, with all my desire to do so, I never can.** — Don 
Carlos was delighted, and so was J. 

Having now acquired an ** unfortunate friend," I set 
about preparing for my journey, and first, by ^* raising 
the wind," which my recent loss made it absolutely 
requisite I should do. The Americans have a great 
liking for watches, and notwithstanding the baskets 
full of Birmingham ware, *' engine-turned, gold hands, 
and l>ardened diaUpIates,*' that have been most unoon- 
sojonably palmed upon them, they prefer a good English 
watch to that of any other country ; mine was a gold 
one, cost rae thirty .five guineas in London, and, had 
all the appearance of what it really was, a good watch. 
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Thirty-five guineaa being something more than one 
^-hundred and eighty dollare, I offered it ?ery coneoien* 
tioQsly for one hundred and fifty, from which I knew 
I ehould have to deduct, according to custom, a still 
farther sum, beforaa sale could possibly be effected. I 
hawked it from house to house, and shop to shop, in 
every one of which I was offered a price, but upon a 
scale that proved beyond a doubt how sensibly the 
market had been affected by importations from Bir* ^ 
mingham; there was nothings in- the market of Jujui so 
flat as watches, they were, in truth — all down. Eighty 
'dollars was the highest sum offered, which I fortunately 
declined at the time, as the next day the bidder called 
cm me, and offered a hundred dollars ; I asked one hun* 
dred and twenty; he would not give a rial more; 1 
proposed to split the difference ; he would not advance 
a single maravedis. ** Well, well,*' said I, ^ some 
watches are made to go, mine is one of them" — so I 
let it go. I was not more fortunate in t^e disposal of 
a Peruvian bridle and silver bit, a vicana poncho, a pair 
of pearl ear-rings, worn by the Oholas of Potosi, and 
a few articles of my wearing apparel; huX the amount 
of the ¥^ole removed all apprehension of want. We 
are told, that we should conduct ourselves in fortune 
as in health— enjoy it when good, bear it patiently 
' when bad, under the hope, no doubt, that ^ worse luck 
now, better another time." So it proved with me, for, 
when in the act of comparing my finances with the 
probjible expenses of the journey before me, and doubt, 
ing their snfficieney to enable me to conclude the bar* 
^in for the carriage, who should enter my apartment 
but my old acquaintance and kind friend, the provost, 
Don Manuel Martin de la Santa Cruz ! I poured myself 
into his extended arms, and, in his cordial and pious 



292 TKATEU im FIKV> 

embnoa,l[Mt mywirin & l&bjrioth of jo;'. Mf reverend 
tUmi wu on hii way (o Buenoi Ajrei, oa a <tip]o- 
malic miirian from hii gafernment, had but jaat u- 
rifed, mod wu proceadiDg onwardi on horseback, when, 
•CoidentBll; beann|[ thil I wae in Jujui, bent on the 
Mme jonmej a* hioiielf, he (topped for Ibe purpoee of 
u'ranEiDg' malten between ui on the lobject. 

Ader aikmg thoee tboiuand qoealioni which every 
bod; aiki, bat nabod; aniwert, on en uneipected and 
happj meeting, Don Manuel Martin de la Santa Cruz, 
dignituy of the church, and prqvoit of the uDiTeraity 
of Chnquiiaca, mentioned hie regret at not being able 
to find a carriage to purcbaee for hii joumej, which, 
on boneback, with all its incanveDienca, he observed, 
wonld not coit him leie than five hundred dollars. 
'■Give me three hundrad," laid I, " and ;ou shall have 
a eeat lo Bnenoa A;re< in a very luperior carriage," 
forM Don Maicoi-diitiDguiahed that which 1 had bo 
nearly porchaasd from him. ** CerTienit" aald my 
friend, which here meani — '> agreed with ail my heart," 
and handa were iaitantly shaken in ralification of the 
bargain. " Come along, anri^," said I, and away w« 
went, swimming in felicity. Never did Arab in the 
desert ataop eihauated al a casual spring with greater 
joy than that which I felt at this □oezpscted meeting. 

On arriving at his door, wa rapped and kicked for ' 
(everal minnles, which nearly lost ns for ever the ac- 
quisition of the carriage, for Don Marcos happened to 
ba indulging in the titita, nod, in ill-hamour al being 
■o incoDsiderataly disturbed, vehamenlly declared that 
he would not part with his Uriocka.* On hearing this, 

> A (TiveHInf oirlage on (wo wbeeli, la^ enougli f« Ibur 
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in J reverend companion, who had been led into this 
intraeion by my impatience, whispered to me, **Amigo^ 

we had better withdraw, and return after the 9ie»ta^^ { 

which we did, and on apologising for the interruption, ^ 

Don Marcos, having had his sleep out, and being no 
longer drowsy, relaxed into hie wonted good^humour, 
and led us forth to examine the birlocho^ which was in 
an oat-house where it had been not very carefully pre- 
served for the last three years. On opening the door 
of the carriage, it was our fate again to disturb a whole 
family from their sietta, though our intrusion did not 
excite any symptoms of ill-humour: the creatures were 
of a more patient disposition — a cat and kittens had 
possession, and were reposing in a corner of one of the 
seats. "Poor cat, we shall do thee no harm," said 
Don IVIanuel Martin de la Santa Cruz, as he gently 
patted the animal, and which I did not consider by any 
means an unfavourable trait in the character of my 
friend.' *^What4ias made the lining in this state?" 
said I, taking up a shred of it. ^ Only the moths,'' 
replied Don Marcos with indifference ; " but for aU 

that," continued he, ** it is a very superior carriage." 

The depredations committed by the moths were woful, 

but that could not be helped now. ^* And what is that 

under the seat ?" said Don Manuel Martin de la Santa « 

Cruz, who had put on his spectacles to aid his investi- 
gations. ** Nothing," replied Don Marcos ; ** it is only 

a turkey hatching." There was nothing objectionable 

in that ; so, after a few words aside with my eompagnqn 

de wn/age^ who disclaimed all knowledge whatever of 

carriages, it was agreed that I should purchase the 

bifloeho, hire eapataz and postilions, and receive three 

hundred dollars for a seat to Buenos Ayres. I con- 

eluded the purchase on the spot, and, without any in- 



224 TXA.VXLS IN rsRV. 

iMtioo to orer-pniae the article beeaoee it became my 
piepertj, I oniat conftas that, when I had it braebed 
op and washed, it looked d peu de eho9e prh^ that is to 
■aj« within a mere trifle, aa handsome and respectable 
as the common ran of those two-wheeled coTered carts 
generally used hj washerwomen in and abont London. 
The provost was delighted, and so was L 

August 1st, I received the following letter, of which, 
for the benefit of those who are not conTorsant in the 
original language, I subjoin a translation. 

** MT MOST WOKTHT CHISr, 

**The unfortunate situation in which I am here 
placed, and your goodness, encourage me to implore 
the favour to be taken in your company to Buenos 
Ayres, whence I may hope to reach my native country, 
being one of those Spanish officers who capitulated 
with the late General Don Pedro Antonio Olafieta ' 
and having had the honour to know vpu in Spain, first 
in Estremadura, at the period of the siege of Badajoz, 
afterwards during three campaigns, in difierent parts^ 
and lastly at Madrid, on the restoration of the king, I 
am induced to hope that your kind services, recently 
given to an unfortunate comrade, will now be extended 
to me, for which I shall feel for ever grateful, and re- 
main your obedient humble servant, 

Frangiboo Canos.'* 

The writer of the foregoing letter was companion in 
arms with Colonel Don Carlos, and as such, his com- 
panion in misfortui^e and adversity. The reader may 
suppose that the style in which 1 am addressed at the 
head of the letter, ** Mi moB dignB Jeft^ is merely flat* 
tery of the humble suitor, but it is not so | it is cus- 
tomary in Spanish for a military person to address his 
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«iji«rior in that form ; ftttd whtiUnft I tamj. be at the 

pioMnt day, I waa at <me time, far the.apaeo of four 

yearn, the *« chief " of Franeiflco Catioa« who mmB a tubb 

lleiiteaant of foot in the tame brigade in which I waa a 

^captain b^ of hoMie,*' and at the eondnden of the. 

Peninwilar war, in wiiieh we had both ibllowed the 

fortane of the Spanish arms from the Gnadiana to the 

PjFrenees, Sab-lientenant Canoe waa promoted to a. 

Gon^wny in the army of Maiillo, and sent to South 

Amc^ic4 under that general to be defeated by the pa^ 

triots. Captain Canoe now felt (and in truth I felt to 

too) that he had on me the claim of an old brother* 

officer; therefore, being aware of the truly hel^kis 

situation to which tbe fortune of war had rdduoed him, 

I did not venture into any reasouiag or caknlation 

with myself on the state of my finances, but yielded at 

(Mice to a commanding voiee that whispered in my 

ear— -^ Be mindful of good turns, for thou luewest not 

what evil shall come upon thee, and when thou fallest 

thou shalt find a stay.'* 

Within one hour I had hia name entered in my pass- 
port, under tbe head of ** unfortunate friends." Cap* 
tain Canos was delighted, and so was I. 

And is this what has been termed, ** binding op the 
wounds of the afflicted*'-^*' pouring the balm of comiiirt . 
into the heart of the distressed?" If it be so, how little 
do vfe rich deserve thanks or gratitude for an office that 
it attended with so little trouble aad inconvenienee to 
ourselves I The words of the philosopber-^** The best 
and surest way t»f enlarging human happiness, is by a 
communication of it to others"— should be engraven 
on'oor hearts; but, so far as we generally observe them, 
they seem to have been traced upon sand. * 

I have elsewhere remarked, thi^ pleasure is to be 

VOL. II. 20 
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4itiv«d from the remeiiibmiM of days of aai^artaam 
■ad MROw that liav« pawwd; that there is also a plea- 
sQio in looking back on seones of happiness, a long" 
eroning passed in eontersation with my ** onfoitonate 
(Hands'' haa dearly proved ; and blank most that lifo 
hare been, the retvospeet of which cannot afford, in a. 
oonriml honr, wherewithal to interest and amuse. On 
the present ooeasion, it was with no trifling degree of 
enthosiasm that we talked oTer the OTents of oar cam- ' 
paigns in that long and sangninary war, in which, at 
one period, every person was proad to show that he 
had borne his little riiare. Then we Ihuisported onr- 
selTSS to Madrid, and there partook of the festivities of 
the national Jabilee, given on the occasion' of peace ; 
then again, bat with a different feeling, we examined 
the list of oar old friends and companions, and it was 
not with indifference we noted the nnmber of names 
that untimely death had since swept from the cata- 
logae, 

Augost 2d. Equipped myself in my riding gear, my 
poncho, rolled np, hanging like a crosi belt over the 
shoulder, and having lighted my cigar by that of a 
gaucho, I mounted my mule, and proceeded to visit an 
estate about two leagues from the town, for which the 
proprietor asked six thousand dollars; the dwelling 
house and sundry other houses^ upon it were of course 
very indifferent ; but still, many were the advantages 
the property possessed, and nothing could exceed the 
beauty of the situation; the extent norths and south 
was something mora than five miles, and about four 
east and west. A capital of littlo more than two thou* 
sand pounds would not only purchase the fee simple 
ofthe whole, but afterwards leave sufficient io establish 
the pwebaser respectably and comfortably, with every 
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prospect of repaying tbe purchate money and all out. 
lay in a ytry few yean. The soil, it moat be unneeee- 
■ary to add^ is unezoeptionable, and for the prodaee of 
it the town of Jujui, even in its impoyerished state, 
presents a fiiir and oonTenient market. 

3d. Whilst in the midst of all the oocopations of 
proximate departure, two women, a negress and mu- 
latto (mother and daughter) Qntered my apartment, 
and, without any preliminary introduction to couTer- 
aation, addressed me in these words^-*^ For God's sake, 

'dear gentleman, buy us both, and take us with you to 
Buenos Ayre;.*' — ^'^ Good heavens P said I, ^ what can 

- have induced you to apply to me on such a subject ?" 
**Oh{ good sir Eng^shman, do buy us, we wish to 

T leave our present master, and» as the price of us both is 

> only five hundred dollars, you may gain the expenses 
of your journey by selling us at a profit at Cordova or 
Buenos Ayres, where slaves are at a much higher price 
than here.^' *^ I am sorry, my good women, for the 
severe disappointment which, it appears from your 
anxiety, my refusal is likely to occasion ; but, in the 
first place, I have no means of conveying you; in the 
second, you are a sort of merchandise of which I have 
no knowledge, and the traffic in which is altogether out 
of my line.*' They seemed to pay little attention to 
my objections, but endeavoured to set forth their re- 
spective merits, in order to make it appear that the 
market, by this sale of themselves, was all in my favour. 
^ I will wash for you,'* said the mother — *^I will iron 
for you,V said the daughte]>->** I will cook for you," 
said the mother — ^^ I will do any thing and every thing 
for you," said the daughter— ^^ And so will I," said the 
mother. ^ I doubt uot, black ladies,** said I, ** your 
condeiMsending dispositions, but you are quite too dear 
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A»r ma; and arw if yon wero oheap mm ahoe leather, I 
ilMMild deeUne the parubase ; §0^ Heaven preeenre 7011 
a thooeaiKi yearsr'* 



CHAPTER XIV. 



• 



Depeiture from Ji^ui— Tenor of traveUiiig in & coach— Adiea la 
voiture ! adieu la boutique !— Unexpected return to Jajui— Aa 
Important " If."— Friends threaten a separation — Estate of Monte 

' Rico— Croii the Rio Passage— Village of Conchaa- Meeting with 
a notorioos charaeler— Bia ultimate ftte. * 

Au^iut 6tb. The bkloeho iuperior being thoroughly 
pot in order by the very beet workmen of Jajai, capataz 
and peonee being hired, and every preparation made for 
oar journey, precieely at twelve o'clock on this defight. 
fal day« Doctor Don Manuel Martin de la Santa Craz, 
dignitary of the cathedral, and provost of the college 
of Cbuquisaca, in a pair of aky blue cloth breeches, 
good enough for the journey, stepped into the birlocho ; 
I followed, and, to my amazement, after me entered a 
juvenile companion of the doctor's, his disciple and 
secretary, for whom the doctor said there was ^ plenty 
of room." I muttered something or other in a grum- 
bling tone, about my ^ never having intended to give 
two places fur three hundred dollars ;*' but it was too 
late, and indeed impossible, to oppose the wish of my 
old fHend; besides, the intruder was a civil, 'good 
natured sort of young fellow, just sallying forth under 
his tutor's ani^ices to see the worlds It would, in fiust, 
have required a heart of stone and a mind all selfish- 
ness, to have turned out the unoffending youth, who, 
suffbsed with blushes at my sudden and hasty remon- 
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itnnee, tilently took his leat in a eoraer of the birlo- 
cho : therefore, without mach ado, we were aU shut up 
quite amicably together, and away we went, followed 
on honehack by my ** anfortonate friendf,'* who were in 
greater glee than they had been for many a long day 
befiH^, and were altogether the happiest unfortunates 
in the worid. Bat still, by far the happiest indiyiduAl 
of the party was m]r8elf ; partly from that fteling which 
every one must hate experienced, on being himself the 
cause of happiness to others ; partly on account of hav- 
ing passed the most difficult portion of the journey, and 
all before me appearing down hill ; and partly owing to 
the satisfaction I felt in the comforts of an easy and 
excellent carriage; the luxury of which was doubly 
enjoyed after so much mule travelling, particularly 
since the never to be forgotten loss of my lamented 
Tortugk. 

Our oapataz and peones, in consequence of their re* 
petition of the farewell cup at parting with family and 
friends, bad ^acquired a spur in the head, that occa- 
sioned, no doubt, the speed at which they galloped 
through the^ streets of Jujui ; and, while it indicated to 
thoir townsmen that they did not intend to be long ab. 
sent on their journey, it seemed, at the same time, to 
put to the test the utmost capabilities of the ** Hrloeho 
superior,'^ Rapidly as we dashed along, this did not 
prevent me from admiring the magnificent scenery 
that surrounds Jujui ; mountains in the distance tower- 
ing to the sky, their snow-covered tops glistening In 
-^the mid-day sun ; others beautifully wooded and de. 
scending in gradation into the plain, which requires 
only the industry of man to be rendered as charming 
an abode as any upon earth. 

With respect to my companions, if it be their Aite 

80* 
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kimiUr to b« dmwn to ezecotion in a birlocho, it \m 
qoito impoadbls that they can evinea a gfoater 4egiee 
«f infaaailuUty to every thing aroand th«m« nor cvd 
their thqoghti be more engaged on the oertaiBty of 
immediate death, than they were on the present ooei^ 
■ion* They. sat ereet, in pale and eilent horror, va^ 
caatly etariog on each ether, and with all their might 
grasping the euihien en which they tat, as if reaoltred 
to hoid with tenacity the last short moment of life that 
ftar seemed to whisper was now allotted to them. Tiw 
Telocity with which we bounded over the ground was 
certainly not a little alamung,bat, seeing no immediate 
danger, I thought the motion of the carriage mi|^t 
have discomposed my friends, and there£cMre asked— 
** Are you sick f *'•— *^ A little^ was the dfijected reply. 
^ Then yOu had better keep as near to that window ae 
possible,** said I. *• Oh ! it is not that kind of sid^- 
ness," said the provost—^ it is a kind o f a in short, 
I think on horseback a much safer and pkasaater mode 
of travelling than this, and if I had had any idea of a 
coach, I should never have joined in tiie purchase oT 
one.** *" What I" said I, '' is this the first time you have 
travelled in a coach?" **The very tot time in ourHvee 
that either of us ever saw oae,'^ said the provost. ** And 
would to heaven it were the last!" said the disciple. 
" Amen," said the provost. 

Persuasion, and assurance, and raillery, on ray part, 
togetbw with incredible storieci of our stage coaches in 
i^ngland, with four horses, all driven and guided by 
sue man, were incapable of inspiring confidence in 
either of my companions, who forcibly held on and 
continued in their misery, until our arrival at a private 
house, where we stopped for the night, though mily be- 
tween two and three leagues from Jujui. 
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I am OBe of the most carefiri penoof imagiAftblB nn « 
jonraeyf woid neYer omit the eloee eumiiiatUm of 
irhede» i&aU, and acrewa, on every oppoitunity ; bat^ in 
ntfying thist I do not pretend to exeuae myself from 
certain interested motiToa, arising from a feeling of 
•^.preservation. On arriving then at onr destination 
Ibr the night, I proceeded to examine if all was as it 
ahoald be ; when, on the very first glance, I inTolun- 
tarily. chipped my hands in ecstasy of woe, and ez- 
cUaimedn->* AdUu la voUure i adUu la boutique /** which 
irignifies neither more nor lees than — ^ It*s all over with 
the hirhcho superior P' The scene <»f destruction that 
net myhorror^rtrnck eyes too plainly proved that my 
companions had 'greater eauso of fear, and were in- 
finitely nearer the point of real danger, than I, or even 
they themselves, in all their agony, had imagined, 
jjow, in the name of wonder, did we arrive here 7— • 
that's what I want to know. But I need not indulge in 
that general propensity to relate, with a teasing mi- 
nuteness, all the particulars of any untoward event that 
accidentally befiils us, as if imploring compassion, 
which is seldom obtained, but, even if obtained, avails 
us nothing as a remedy for the evil. In a word, then, 
from want of use and the dryness of the climate, the 
ipokes of the wheels had not only all loosened, but 
several of them had worked from their sockets, and 
stuck out, ^ like quills upon the fretful porcupine.' Add 
to this, every repair of every kind made by the artisans 
of Ji^oi had given way and fallen to pieces. The pro- 
vost axijusted his spectacles, and, with a countenance 
gloomy and blue as hia breeches, stalked round and 
round the wreck, fdlo wed by his disciple with a cigar 
in his mouth, but neither of them uttered a single 
syllfible ; they looked confusion in each other's counte- 
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nanoe and retired. The eapaUz and peones threw 
tfaenuelreii on the ground, not indeed to weep, but to 
ileep : they all yielded to the effeeUt of the etirrap-cop, 
and left me to manage my own concerns as I might 
think fit* Ne¥M was man more suddenly hurled from 
the acme of delight into utter perplexity, and at the 
same time more remote from counsel and assistance, 
than I was. My friend, Don Manael Martin, bad itlled 
his head so full of the sense of others, as to exclude 
every particle of his own: his knowledge of books was 
profound, but of the worlds of men, of things, and of the 
little ingenuities requisits to be practised in life, his 
knowledge was altogether as shallow, weak, and nuga- 
tory, as a cblld^s; his disciple, an infant. I plainly 
perceived, that if our distress admitted of remedy, it 
must be applied by myself; and this was precisely my 
greatest stimulus to exertion. I (ffoposed, and I must 
admit with the hearty concurrence of Don Manuel 
Martin, that a large sacrifice should be made on our 
,partB, to induce Don Marcos to take back his ^ birloch» 
9uperiort** and that we should then proceed on horse- 
back to Tucuman. With this object in view, I- gal- 
loped back to Jujui, and, riding through the streets, I 
excited no small share of curiosity among the inhabit- 
ants, who, from the rate at which I had leil their town 
a few hours before, imagined that I might have been 
anywhere but ^^ back again." On finding my frienii 
Don Marcos, I related to him, in somewhat of a sup- 
pliant tone, what had befallen us, and offered to restore 
to him his birlocho, with " all its repairs," and sacrifice a 
hundred dollars of the purchase money, if he would 
refund the difference. '* With the greatest pleasure,'* 
was the instant reply of my worthy friend. ** Many 
thanks, my dear friend," said I,-^ Jf^* continued Doa 
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Marcos, whom I had 4oo haitily intorraptod— *» if yoti 
had applied before I paid away the money, bat now it 
ia totally oat of my po^er to accede to yoor propoaaL'' 
What could I say ^o this 7— -1 urged, it is true, bat urged 
in Taio, for three quartan of an hour, for it was evident 
that Don Marcos was resolred never again to beeome 
possessed of the *^ birloeho wperiorJ* I had no altema* 
tire ^ut to gallop back, and fall to, heart and hand, to 
repair the wreck, which, before the son set, I succeeded 
In doing to the pinlc of perfection. I knotted, spliced, 
woulded, welded, and secured, with a neatness quitp 
unknown to any body in the vicinity of Jujul, and with 
a solidity equally unknown to those who have never 
had an opportunity of trying the effect of bullock*8 
hide, which, when cut in strips and applied wet, shrinks 
in drying, and ultimately becomes, in every sense of 
the phrase, hard and solid as iron ; and, indeed, when 
hide is applied in cases of this kind, it is quaintly called 
here ** the iron of South America*" . Having firmly 
bound a branch of a tree, bent into a hoop, to the 
spokes, midway between the nave and the outer cir<> 
cumference of the wheel, and from that hoop, between 
each spoke, carried strips of hide through a grummet 
round the nave ; it exhibited, when finished, and seemed 
to give confidence to every body but his reverence, 
who imagined the disaster was not to be remedied by 
human ingenuity. When I presented myself before 
him, expecting his benediction for the work I had la- 
boriously performed, he. addressed me with all the 
dignity and gravity of his calling, to this effect : *' Se« 
nor Don Edmondo, the hand of man is incapable of re- 
pairing the damages of the birlocho, .86 as to give me 
confidence of travelling in it with safety ; it must fall 
to pieces on tho road, and (here he made the sign of the 
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eroH) heftVAn pKienre us from the calamity of sodden 
death ! firom the risk of which, it being my duty to 
guard all good Christians, I now beseech you, without 
any interest bat that of year own benefit, to abstain 
firom yonr rash purpose of proceeding in that frail 
maehine ; and farther, I demand as a right, that my 
three hondred dollars be forthwith retorned, for I have 
resolved to proceed on horseback.'* I looked for the 
full space of two minutes in the face of the divine be- 
fore I thas spoke — ** Don Manael Martin de la Santa 
Cruc, there are not in any language so many proverbs 
and trite sayings as in yours, and among them there 
may probably be this, which is very common in mine — 
* No tricks upon travellers.* We have voluntarily em> 
barked in the same boat, and the accidents attending 
our voyage must be mutually borne; moreover, jour 
three hundred dollars are in the possession of Don 
Marcos, who will not refund a single maravedis. As to 
your resolution to proceed on horseback, that is so un- 
questionably your own affair, that I shall not presume 
to interfere in it ; but I take the liberty of assuring you, 
Don Manuel Martin de la Santa Cruz, amigo miot that 
it is my resolution, within half an hour, to be upon my 
journey in the birioeho superior,*^ I cannot say if the 
tone of decision (mixed, perhaps, with a spice of angry 
feeling on account of the hint that I should bear the 
whole weight of our misfortune) was the cause of im- 
posing silence on his reverence — whether it was or not, 
one word farther he did not utter on Uie subject, but 
seating himself on a stone, he unclasped his breviary, 
which he carried under his arm, and there seemed to be 
intent on the perusal of it, whilst I was preparing to 
execute my resolution . The capataz and peones, beings 
all hired by me, at liberal wages, readily obeyed my 
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Gommtncli, «Dd within the giten Umo every thing wu 
leadj for our departure. Before stepping into my 
birlocho,! considered it no more than common civility 
to bid adieu to my friend, really a worthy, good man, 
with, ai I before hinted, a head full of books : but 
" books,'* says the philosopher, ** can never teach the 
use of books. The student must learn, by commerce 
with mankind, to reduce his. speculations to (ffactice, 
and accommodate his knowledge to the general pur- 
poses of life."* 

^^ Adieu! Don Manuel Martin de la Santa Cruz, 
adieu!*' said I, looking tenderly towards him, with one 
foot on the step of the birlocho, in the attitude of enter* 
ing, which gave intimation how soon we were to be 
separated — perhaps for ever. 

**What then, Don £dffiondo! yon are really going 

in that crazy vehicle ?" — ^ As sure as you are there 

amigo mio," said I, ** and with as little delay as possible, 

for I am in a hurry to catch the monthly packet at 

Buenos Ayres." ^ Well, well," said the provost, ** stop 

at least a few minutes, until horses are saddled for the 

disciple and myself, that we may all proceed together, 

for I have no objection to your company, except in the 

birlocho." «« With all my heart," said I. Two horses 

were immediately lassoed from the drove we had hired 

to take us to Tucuman, and away we went, I, by my. 

self, in the birlocho. Had I taken to the saddle, it 

would have implied a want of confidence in the security 

of my own highly boasted workmanship. 

We travelled between six and seven leagues over an 
indifferent road, amid grand and imposing scenery, and 
stopped for the night at a fiirmhouse on the skirt of a 

* Rammer. 
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ibrtct Here» npoa examiiring^ ttie earriag^i I haii tlie 
ntMfaetion of finding 9Yery thing as at settuig oat,iiot 
a sin^e partida of the repairi haring moved in the Jeatft, 
The adulation of capataz and peones not only pampered 
iny own pride to ezcem,but baniriied from the minds of 
the provost and his disciple the exaggerated alarm 
with whieh thej were impressed. 

The place where we stopped was die centre of an 
estate called Moate Rico, of which I had heard mach 
in the coarse of my enquiries about estates when at 
Jujai. The extent of this property, from north to 
south, is between three and four leagues, from east to 
west, not less than seven leagues, bounded bj moun- 
tains on whieh are trees of all kinds of the finest 
timber, and in the plahis all the products of the earth 
might be brought to perfection. But that whicfa con- 
siderably added to the value of the estate of Monte 
Eico, before the revolution, was the tra^c in mules, 
which, to the number of from five to eight thousand, were 
annually wintered here on their passage from Cordovm 
to Pern, at the customary charge of one dollar each. 
A short time before the revolution, forty thousand dol- 
lars were rtfvM^ for this estate ; it may now be pur- 
chased for ten thousand. 

We travelled for three days without any particular, 
oocurrenoe, through .a country sometimes beaotif\il, 
sometimes drearily desolate; and on the llth, when 
preparing to cross the river Piutage, which at this 
season is forded without any risk, two travellers arrived 
from Tuciimaa, on their way to Peru ; one of them, a 
Frencfamant bearmg despatches from the governmeBt 
of Tucamao, in whose service he held the rank of 
lieutenant of cavalry, had been lately defeated by the 
troops of the rival provinces, which had formed a;:on- 
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lederaey to oppose tb« tyai'em of goTornment promnl- 
gmted by the pceniilent of Boenoe Ayres. Bat what oc- 
casioned us infinitely more concern than the defeat of 
the French officer, or any of the political events of the 
conntry, was the intimation which we received from- 
the travellers, that we need not think of continuing our 
journey in a carria^, as the road onwards for five or 
rix leaf aes ^ was utterly impassable for any vehicle 
upon wheels.*' I became alarmed, the provost despond- 
ed« and the student cried. While we three were pro- 
bably thinking on whom to throw the blame of this 
disappointment, my capatas-, a negro and a fine spirited 
fellow, said, he had oflen travelled the road to Buenos 
Ayres, and could not well imagine that there was any 
spot absolutely impassable for a carriage ; ** but if thefe 
is," added he, ** here are many who will gladly engage 
to clear a passage for us, and if that is impracticable, 
we can unhang the carriage and carry it across the bad 
plaoes.'' Taking the hint from my capataz, I imme~ 
diately enlisted, at throe. rials each, a dozen stout hands, 
who, with our own peones, after having had a glass or 
two of aguardiente, declared themselves capable of car- 
rying the birlocho to the summit of the Cordillera. 
Onward we proceeded, crossed the river with shouts of 
enthusiasm, as if about to attack an enemy over whom 
we felt assured of victory, but soon found that the 
French officer had not much exaggerated the state of 
the road; one pass, of about a mile, kept us in check 
upwards of four hours, and was accomplished only by 
dint of perseverance and the united efforts of eighteen 
men, encouraged by a liberal allowance of grog. At 
another place, so completely had the torrents in the 
last rainy season blocked up the road by huge rocks, 
that we were compelled to unhang the carriage and 
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cany it mfom, m the negro oapetat bad tnggcalMf . 
Tbe proTOfI ofoonne did not jqIb in the bodily labesra 
af tba day, bot willingly contriboted hia ■piritiud aid, 
partioolarly at tba ipot where we were eo long detiinad ; 
tkiare« while w% were rolling away roeka and atooea^ 
iblling treea and filling boUowe,ha preached a eerraon on 
the adrantagea to be deri?ed from indnatry,a&d eeleet* 
od baa text from a paieage in the work* of Saint Ber • 
naid, bow well adapted to oar eircttmetances I preimd 
not to say. The Mrmon did not last abo?e an boar aiMl 
A half, at the condoaion of which the provoat gave «s 
all hia benediction, and eaid—- ^ Now, in peace will I 
lay myielf down and reetf^ then stretching himself m 
the shade of an tUgaroba tree, there be remained onder 
the soft spell of sleep, until we awoke his reverence and 
apprised him that our labours were successfully finish- 
ed. We then proceeded on our journey, and at night 
stopped at a comfortable farmhouse, having with groikt 
difficulty aceomplished a distance of four leagues from^ 
sunrise to sunset. ' 

12th. Delightful weather. The road, it may be fsagh 
posed, was much improved, as we performed nearly 
thirtj miles, to Conchas, a straggling village in the 
midst of a fertile country, where plenty is to be found. 
Formerly, cattle were so numerous here, that it waa 
usual to send a person on before traveUers to clear the 
road, on which the a^nimnia would lay themselveB down, 
they being so fat that it was necessary to use the whip 
before they would move out of the way. At Conchas I 
met with an Englishman, a Londoner by birth, who* 
with another young man, had come to this country, 
each with a few hundred pounds, to seek his fortune, 
and, until a few months previous to my meeting him, 
had been extremely successfoL They bad coUe^ed 
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BUiMirj kinds of merehandiM, which they wen prepsr- 
in^ to carry to Boenoe Ayres onmulet, when happening 
to meet with S^or Soriar— a well known enterprinn|r 
man, who at that period was at Oran, on the point of 
embarking on the river Vcrmcjo, in his praiseworthy 
e^iodition to prove the practicability of descending that 
river to the Parana, and thenoe to Buenoe Ayres ^-4ie 
(Sedor Soria) ofiered to convey the Englishmen with 
their goods, gratis. Gladly availing themselves of an 
offier, by which they should not only spare the expense 
of a large troop of moles, but had every reason to expeet 
a saving in time of at least fifteen days, they disposed ef 
their animals and embarked all their property, which it 
was B;greed one of them should accompany, whilst the 
other remained to feOdw u^ theit mercantile pmvnits. 
Sailor Sofia sailed, and continued his voyage prosper- 
ously down the river, until he arrived in ^Paraguay, the 
territory of the Dictator Francia, who for the last ten 
years has held that fine province in a|>)ect subjection to 
his capricious authority. On hearing of the expedition, 
he took measures to intercept it, and did so most eflfec* 
tnally, by seizing the boat, and making Soria, his crew, 
and all his companions, prisoners, whom he marched into 
the interior, and there detains. 

I was informed by the Englishman at Conchas, where 
he had been established about two years, that a good es- 
tate may be purchased in this neighbourhood for two 
thousand to four thousand doUaiB; he said, that any 
active person establishing himself here, with a capital of 
five thousand dollars, might be certain of making five 
times the sum in a few years by fiurming only. He 
himself had made an experiment on the growth of txh 
bacoo, which the year Before had succeeded beyond his 
highest expectation, having at once yielded him a handk 
someretom. This year, his young plants were destroyed 
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in a maniiw whieh J ihdl describe in hie own wovdB* 
**Awafe,*' nidbe, **that *c wumadad^lmmgoOM^* (« swarm 
of locqsts,) had made their appearance (which thej gene- 
fallj do once in fn% or seven years) in distant parts of tba 
eoontry, and, haTing been told that they can be frigfat- 
enod away by noise and sqaibbin|r g unp owder, I made 
every prepa r ati o n to guard against them, in the event of 
their paying a visit here ; I even removed my tobseco 
plants from a distance to a plot ef groond dose to the 
house, where, in number ferty thousand, the plants grew 
up well and vigorously to the height <^ about twelve 
inches above the ground, when one afternoon, during the 
hour of steftff, my major-domo ran into the house and 
called out, lAmgotiM ! lengM/os/ longsslot / — ^I jumped 
up and ran out in front of the house to see if they were 
near or distant, and there beheld them in a dense cloud 
all round us. 1 instantly returned for my pistols to squib 
off some gunpowder, whilst other persons who were 
present seized pots, and pans, and kettles, and whatever 
they could find with which to make a noise, but befiure 
any thing effectual coolci be dcme, the swarm became 
ctmdensed immediately over the inclosure where the to. 
baoco plants were flourishing in a bright lururiant 
green, and, suddenly dropping like a heavy mass upon 
the top of them, covered the whole field as completely as 
if a brown mantle had been thrown over it In about 
twenty seconds, I declare most solemnly," continued he, 
** that it could not have been haif a minuie, the swarm 
rose again from the ground 'as suddenly as they had 
lighted upon it and continued their flight, leaving the 
field of 40,000 plants without a vestige of one of them — 
literally as clean as if it had been swept with a broom.** 
13tb. It is, 1 believe, natural to us all, to wish to see 
any person of great distinction, celebrity, or notoriety 
in the world ; whether kingt phikisopher, hero, or mur- 
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derer, cariosity if eqnaUy eager to be i^ratified with % 
ngiit of him. I oonfew to this fteling, when I heard 
a by-stander ezelaim, ** Here he oomet !** and inetantly 
•very eye was turned towards the road that passed the 
house, at the door of which we were ail standing. I 
looked too, and saw a man of military appearance, 
Wlall-moanted, cantering ap to us. He stopped, and 
▼molted ont of his saddle with an active spring, which 
was in no way impeded by a large ckagoon^sabre that 
hung datlering by a long belt from his waist ; the rein 
of his horse was grasped by a trooper who accompa- 
nied him, equipped cap-iUpid« with the arms and showy 
uniform t/£ his deserted regiment, and was in truth a 
fine specimen c^the ^ horse grenadier guards of Colom- 
bia." The fiMrmer was Matute — a little man, about 
twenty^ight years of age, with regular features, and a 
keen black eye, dressed in a blue militaty frock. He 
i^proached and saluted the master of the house, with 
whom he had become related by marriage, and with 
whom, as a neighbour, he was now on terms of intima- 
cy, "for Matute had purchased a small estate a few miles 
distant, and had recently established himself upon it. 
He took not the least notice of the strangers, until he 
was told that I was an Englishman, when he accosted 
me in terms of welcome to the country, and, af%er a 
short conversation, he entered of his own accord cm the 
subject of his late proceedings, and spoke very freely 
upon them. He related his hair -breadth escape from- 
&Uing into Colonel 0*Conor*s ambuscade, and said that 
^ in the end, be might have annihilated O'Conor and 
his whole force, but that his principal object was to pre- 
serve his own. However," continued he, ** I confess I 
gave orders to my lancers to put my friend O^Conor wU 
9f the way, and reprimanded Torres when I heard that 
those orders were not obeyed." He was not the least 
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d M CMJcert a d at hearing' that Jktx Bfanuel Martin de la 
Santa Cnu was an qnvoy on a aeerat miiaion from that 
gofenunent which had oflbred a reward lor his head ; it 
IS tms, there was nothing in the manner or appearance 
of m J friend the Provost to indooe nny person to ima- 
gine that Ac was seeking to obtain the reward ; and, as 
a proof that Matnte had no apprebensioa on the sid»- 
jeet, he invited us to breakfast with him on the &Uow- 
ing morning : an invitalion-which, as oar road passed 
dose to his house, we accepted as frankly as it was 
given. 

14tb. At nine o'clock we arrived at Tatasto, fi>rmer- 
ly a post establishment, now the residence of Matnte, 
who received us with moch cordiality, and, conducting 
us into a decent saloon, there introduced as to his wife. 
The lady was &ir and comely in person, about the age 
of twenty, bat on her brow there was not even a vestige 
of that brightness which Hymen, in his festive hours, 
usually sheds on youth ; neither was there any manl- 
festation of that buoyancy of spirits which young 
hearts evince in the first transports of wedded bve, 
when ail the ?K>rld to them is an Eden of happiness. 
As she sat in silence and apart, enveloped in her shawl, 
with her long black tresses hanging loosely down her 
shoulders, and strongly contrasting with her pallid 
countenance, I thought I could discern the hapless vi&> 
tim, not the joyous votary of love. Her husband an 
outlaw, guilty of the heaviest crimes, ^ a fugitive and 
vagabond on the earth;" herself rejected by parents, fit. 
mily, and friends, she seemed from her sad heart to 
sigh— 

" Woe is my lot, and patience must be mine." 

There was, in truth, a gloom of unhappiness in the 
scene and its associations, the influence of which it was 
impossible not to feel. 
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Among the Attendants at the collation which was pre- 
pared, were two of hie grenadiers,' the last of his corps 
that remained with him ; the greater number had been 
killed or woonded in the various battles and skirmishes 
in which they had been engaged after leaving Cocha- 
bamba, and the ftw survivors had latterly dispersed, 
each pursuing the road that seemed best adapted to his 
vieWs. When abouCto take leave, Matute requested 
me to send him, by the first opportunity, any popcdar 
works on jurisprudence and political economy, in Spa- 
nish or in French. I asked him if he would not also 
wish to have some on war and military tactics, as ap- 
plying more particularly to his own profession. ** No,'* 
said he ; "I know too much of war practically to have 
the least wish to trouble myself with its theory; be- 
sides, I am thoroughly convinced that, in war, deter- 
mined bravery succeeds in nine cases out of ten, and 
therefore, in my opinion, books can teach us nothing on 
the subject" 

We took leave, — but here I have to make a stride 
forward of three weeks or a month, in order to conclude 
the career of this gallant, restless, and intriguing 
spirit. 

Soon tired of his rustic life among his peaceable 
country cousins, Matute returned to the city of Salta, 
and there endeavoured to raise a party to enable him 
to depose the governor, and restore himself to the office 
of commandant. general. He had no difficulty in enlist- 
ing in his cause a few of those desperate characters, 
who are generally to be found in large towns, and are 
always at the beck that invites them to booty and dis- 
order. With these, and several soldiers whom he gain- 
ed over, he was on the eve of executing his design, and 
of ugain convulsing the city with civil war, when his 
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plot WM diteovvrMl, he himaelf taken pnaoner, tried, 
eoademned, and eentenoed to be i hot. 

When on hie way to the place of exeentien, he made 
a deaperate atrng^le to eecape from hia g^narda, and 
nearly aooceeded in moonting a horse, which an ae6om. 
pUoe had in readiness to carry him off in the oonfasi on 
that was expected to otocva ; bat the officer of the gnard 
perfiirmed hu daty, and the ac^diera under him, on 
arriving at the fatal spot, haying obeyed^ the dread 
command—** Present! Fire!" in an instant five nnie* 
ket balls paased through the heart of Matute. 



CHAPTER XV. 



Treasure Chat formerly paned through Tacumaii tsom the miaea 
of Peru— Extreme heat in Santiago del Eatero-^Barharous Indians 
—A Cordo vese beauty —Recent discovery of silver mines in Ctordo- 
va — A great man — Arrival at Buenos Ayres— Depression of the 
paper curreney— Embark in H. M. packet Zephyr— Touch at Rio 
Janeiro— ArriTal in England. 

After travelling four days through a country beauti- 
fully picturesque, we arrived on the 18th day of Au- 
gust, without accident or incident, in the lately sacked 
city of Tucuman; Here we took up our quarters at a 
pofibe-house in the great square, and found very good 
accommodation, and the kindest attention to our few 
wants. From the plenty of every commodity that was 
to be seen in the markets, a stranger cotdd never have 
suiq[N)8ed that an enemy's army had retired from the 
neighbourhood only a few days before, after having 
levied contributions, driven off thousands of cattle, and 
committed divers excesses, such as cannot welj be con- 
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ceived by those who have never witneieed the miseries 
of civil war. 

When are the political commotions of this devoted 
coimtry to cease? Must the present generation pass 
away before |ill the animosities of party are forgotten ? 
. Are those treasures, which lie here in superabmidance 
on^the soHace of the earth, so truly said to be infinitely 
inreferable to those which lie beneath it — are they, on 
account of incessant feuds, to ocmtinue unprofitable and 
utterly disregarded, when, in other climes, thousands are 
struggling to obtain, by a ULborious life, a scanty supply 
of that which Nature, in her bounty, here plentifully and 
almost spontaneously bestows? These are questions 
which cannot be asked but with intense interest by 
those who have visited this country, and have had an 
opportunity of judging what might be the advantages to 
a great portion of mankind, under a good government, 
the steady fiiend and supporter of order, industry, and 
peace. 

At Tucuman I, became acquainted with Don Fran« 
cisco, an ESnglisbman, who had been a sailor, and de- 
serted from the Diamond fiigate at Buenos Ayres, 
twenty years before. He made his way to this city, 
wl^ere he married, respectably, and had been ever since 
established as a jptd/- ero, — t. e. a retail dealer in wines, 
spirits, groceries, hardware, earthenware, and ^ all that 
sort o* thing, and every thing in the world." He told 
me that, before the revolution he had ^ m<»e money 
than^ he knew what to do with,** that ^ bags of dollars 
remained upon the shelves of his shop with much less 
thought about them than about bags of nails at the pre- 
sent day ; but that the taxes and contributions of civil 
wars had nearly exhausted them alL" He also told me, 
that prior to tbe revolution, ** thirty, forty, and even 
fifty carts, diavm each by four or six oxen, and laden 
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with doUaiv fiom Pern, paoio d every three moiitli« 
through Tacoman to Buenoe Ayree, to be there shipped 
ibr Spain.** I giye the wordi of Don Frmnciaco, thoogii 
the fact ia suffioiently notorioua, and requires no oorrobo- 
ration ; if it did, there are oiker Britidh sailora, who, 
although they know nothing of the lading of the ** bal- 
lock carta,** can testify to the lading of a^tpe with simi- 
lar treasure. 

It has often been to me a subject of surprise to hear 
many persons, because they had lost dieir money on the 
Stock Kichange, pertinaciously maintain that the mines 
of Peru are all exhausted, or no longer worth the ez' 
pense of working. Others, who are disposed to admit 
that the •political revolution of the country has not 
oecasioned a rerolutimi in nature, by changing the soil 
as suddenly as the govemment, maintain neverthelees 
tfaat the mita (the forced labour in the mines by Indians) 
alone enabled the Spaniards to draw fiom them those 
immense treasures which were annually sent to Europe. 
But can those perscms believe, in sober tenth, that the 
silver n^ines of Peru will not admit of paying the wages 
of two shillings a day to the labourers for. working 
them ? And if they suppose that the mila vras unat- 
tended with expense to the mine proprietors, they are in 
error, for that forced labour, taking in all the drawbacks 
attending it, was not more advantageous to the mine 
proprietors than free labour, at fiur estaUisfaed wages, 
now proves to be. ^ * 

33d. Resumed our seats in the birlocfao, and leaving 
Tucuman, continued our journey with a plentiful stock 
of provisions, among which were two majestic turkeys , 
^iled in wine, (a good vin de pmy$^)£ae the purpose of 
preserving them from the heat, which it did effectually : 
these noble creatures, fed entirely on Indian com, cost, 
eooking included, seven dollars, (twenty^eigfat shillings,) 
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which cannot be conndered extremelj dear, when it it 
recollected that an invading anny had ktely been living 
here id free quarter 8* and had retired oniy a few daya 
befiure, leaving the neighbourhood, to use the expression 
of the inhabitants, 2»m/ha i — (dean as a whistle !) 

26th. Arrived at the poor desolate town of San- 
tiago del Estero, where, in consequence of the destruc- 
tion of the post establishments^ ^we were compelled to 
remain two days, in order to eontnict fcr a troop of 
mules -to convey us a distance of forty leagues. The 
province of Santiago produce excellent wheat, which I 
riiould not have expected where droughts are so excessive ; 
perhaps there is notf a spot in South America where the 
effect of the sun is more powerfuL During my resi- 
dence in this quarter of the globe, I have chanced to 
experience the extreme <^ the heat and cold of the cli- 
mate; the latter I lately described when crossing the 
desert of Yavi, the former I mentioned when passing 
through this province eighteen months ago ; but I ^n» 
not then aware of many particulars of that unusually 
hot summer. In Santiago, for three or four dajs in the 
month of December, there was, in addition to the cub- 
ternary excessive heat of that season of the year, a hot 
wind, which blistered the skin on th^ foce and hands 
even o£ those who remained in doors. Leaves foil 
scorched from the trees, and the bark oi several became 
cracked and shrivelled^ just as if fire heat had been ap- 
plied. Several of these trees so destroyed, I myself 
saw. The description which the natives gave of their . 
aoSerings and their feelings, under the apprehension of 
suffocation, was quite dreadful. 

39th. I^ft Sa'^tiago, and in three days travelled about 
a hundred and twenty miles, for the most part in a deep 
sandy road, with great comfort to ourselves, for it ap- 
peared as if we rolled along upon a carpet, but the la* 
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boor was exoeMive to the poor beaats until we arrived at 
the poft of Bajada, where, with fresh horaee on a good 
road, we galloped with eaae nine miles an hoar for 
twelve leagues, to the village of Oratorio Grande. Here 
we were obliged to contract anew to be conveyed for- 
ward a distance of abont 230 miles, and as the poet^ 
master required a day to collect fifty or sixty horses for 
the purpose, we were detained until the morning of— 

September 3d, when we proceeded, taking a diiferent 
direction from that which I had formerly travelled, 
thereby avmding the hills and stcmy roads which lead 
to Cordova by the regular post road. Our pace for 
about sixty miles was a continued gallop, on an excel- 
lent road, through a very fine fertile country, and at 
night we stopped at a gentleman^s house, which was 
surrounded by a deep ditch with palisades, as a protec' 
tion against the barbarous Indians, who some years ago 
used to commit dreadful ravages throughout this part of 
the country. We could not obtain any provisions or 
accommodation, as the fiimily had retired only two days , 
previously to our arrival, carrying off every thing, and 
, driving their flocks and h«xU before them, on account 
of the Indians, who had made their appearance on the 
fi^ntiers. The effect of this very unexpected informa- 
tion on Don Manuel Martin de la Santa Cruz might 
have afforded a rich treat to any observer unconcerned 
in the sulijeet ; but the report, wMch like all other re- 
ports, lost nothing in its conveyance from mouth to 
mouth, was too alarmingly interesting to myself, to ad* 
mit of any thing like a feeling of merriment at the ex* 
travagant despair of my friend. It was true I did 
not adopt his suggestion, to take horse and gallop back 
to Tucuman forthwith ; nor had I altogether the appre- 
hension of being roasted alive before morning ; but, I 
was extremely active in hiring Oauchot to scour the 
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country and act a« pickets wherever the harbarikns 
might be expected to appear. I abo carefully inspected 
our palisades, for fear of a siege, prepared our fire arms, 
of which a very few 'are sufficient fer defence against 
hundreds of these lancer Indians, and bivouacked with 
the peones in the middle of the court, surrounded by 
several ' immense wiitch dogs bdonging to the house. 
The nighty however, passed away in perfect quiet, which 
enabled us all to rise with sufficient courage to continue 
our journey. 

4th. Travelled sixteen leagues, through a fine fertile 
country, though sadly in want of water, which was so 
scarce that, at one place where we stopped, a dollar was 
demanded befere our horses were allowed to drink at a 
green puddle. 

We stopped for the night at ** Puerto de la Luna,'' a 
single house ; but being now in the district of Cordova, 
things assume a more improved appearance, and the 
travdler no longer finds any difficulty in obtaining 
among other necessaries, abundance of good rich milk. 
The houses, too, are bleaner, and the peasantry seem 
altogether in a greater degree of comfert than those 
among whom we had hitherto been. 

5th. A journey of sixteen leagu)Bs brotight us to the 
small hamlet of SimbOlar. In the course of the day we 
took notice of a few rocks and stones which appeared in 
our road, the first we had seen in a distance of at least 
three hundred miles, including part of the province of 
Tucuman, the whole of Santiago del Estero, and part of 
Cordova; not a pebble did We see in that space until 
this day. Cordova is a remarkably £ne province, pro* 
ducing a superabundance of different kinds of gnun, 
and famous fer its extensive pastures, in which the 
finest mules of South America are bred : the herds of 
cattle are also numerous; the price of a choice milch 
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IMb MflM» Uidetd 1 haswe leen wi madi ts thirty dollam 
pdid Ibr ft fiuiqy hone in prime ooiiditioo. I wis in- 
tenad, that fai the Mighboariiood of Siiiibolar, ** m. 
mmU eeteto. wllh a tcdereble home and lome cattle. ma.v 
ta poffchaeed for two tboqnad 4oUbj». 

6lb« TfvnSM Iburteeii leagiite te the egMeUent pget 
of HMMBiiate, where we afain entered on the direct poot 
rend. AU thia part of the ooontryt formerly the pro* 
party of the Jeauiti, ia of the fineat kind for cnttiTatioii 
andpaatore* 

7th. Arrived at the hotel of Seilor Piaarro, in the 
e^ of Cordova: here we stopped three days, whilst 
our rickety vehicle tmderwent repaira at a coa^ mai^a- 
iactory recently established by a North American^ who 
had expert French and German woikmen, aU of whcms 
acknowle^gei that an €»bject of greater distress than par 
** Hrioeho superior*^ had never come mider their hanfU. 
They could not believe that we bad conveyed it, or that 
it had conveyed us, nearly eight hundred milea. ** The 
last tooth in the head of that old negress opposite,'* 
. said one of the French workmen, ** is moje secure in 
its position than any one of the spokes of these wheela" 
— 4nany of which dropped out, when the knottlngrg, 
wouldings, and. splicings, were cut away with hatchets, 
the only way they could be got oJS; bwng as indissolu- 
ble as the Gordian knot 

An improvement of manners and general superiprity 
of education in the female society of Cordova beyond 
tiiat of Peru, cannot foil to strike every European afl^^ 
A residcarice in the latter. There is scarcely a house of 
»9i|iectabiUty here, in which ibsre ia not an Engriish 
piano forte, with the latest musical prodoctioas of Eu- 
rope, performed in a manner highly creditable to the 
yemg ladies, who are in general very handseme, and 
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have the ehancter of making ezoeUeat wives. I ftk 
sttyvelf attracted, moming', noon, and ni^t, to the howe 
oif the gfovemor of the ^rorince, not only 1^ the kind 
attentuma which I received from him and his wrniaye 
lady*, hot, if I judge nghHy^ {ot the secret pleasure ef 
tfftdolging in the sunsfatne of the soul-enlivening eyes of 
their only daughter, a charming girl, a stranger to the 
world's wiles, and fresh as the floweret, wiien unfolding 
its beauties to the spring— 4»r, as the poet says, (br k>v« 
is always poetical, 

" Like tbe roM Btirring her young leaves apart, 
To hail the first breeze of the balmy Bo«Uh.'* 

Daring my stay in Cordova, several persons called on 
lae with specimens of silver ore, from a, recently disco- 
vered metalliferous deposit in the province, and as I ^nras 
known to be a Senar Secretario of a mining concern, 
proposals were made to me of a nature ao inviting, and 
firom quarters so* respectable, that I ¥ras induced to ex- 
tend my enquiries on the subject, in order to ascertain 
heyond a doubt the authenticity (^ those representations. 
Having d<»ie so in a most satis&ctory manner, it only 
remains to be assured of the protectioi^ of the govern- 
ment, in the event of the views of our Association being 
directed at some fritare period to the province of Qoi* 
dova. 

My short stay in Cordova did not admit of my paying 
a visit to the mines, but I saw sevsrsl specimens of the 
ares, and also several mas s e s of silver ejctracted from 
them. If that question, whic$ I have • so frequently 
heard put by those who know nothing of the state of 
things in this country, be asked^** Why do&H the n». 
tives avail themselves of the boasted riches of their soil, 
if they really exist ?" — those who have travelled through 
Sknith Amenoa will not heaitate in giving the true an- 
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■wer, namely, **' Because they have no capital.** This 
want is eeveiely felt throughout the country, which, of 
late yeara, haa been literally drained in e¥ery poealble 
way of the precioua metals, whilst the mines, that for- 
merly kept up the suppfy, not only for South America, 
but for the whole world, have been abandoned in the re« 
▼olution, and the working* of them has never dince been 
formally resumed, owing to the want of capital. The 
sum of sixty or seventy thousand dollars would be suffi- 
cient to commence working the mines of Cordova on a 
respectable scale. And if, upon farther survey by com- 
petent persons, they should be found to answer the no- 
tions entertained of them, the local advantages are such 
as to make it no very hazardous assertion, that, in this 
case, they would be as promising a mining, speculation 
as any in the world. 

11th. Left Cordova, having still , upwards of 500 miles 
to perform to Buenos Ayres, but our road being over the 
smooth sur&ce of the pampas, we travelled at the rate of 
thirty to forty leagues a day, without seeing any thin^ 
to attract attention, except the immense herds of cattie 
that range over the boundless extent On the unvaried 
sameness of this vast plain, it has been rightly observed, 
that the traveUer longs again to see trees, hills, and val- 
leys, and the wild course of torrents ; but no variation 
whatever is visible, neither is there any indication of the- 
existence of man in the intervals between post and poet. 

16th. Stopped at the post of Arecife, the master of 
which is probably the greatest man in the New World, 
if size and weight constitute greatness. He seldom walks 
above a few yards from the door of his house, and then 
drags a chair with him for the convenience of immediate 
rest. Of the importance of his person he seems himself , 
to be fully aware, as are all the vassals of his domain, , 
for he employs it occasionally as a punishment for thW 
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idBs and nfttetoiy. WImo a onlprit is braoglii befere 
luiii« he -orders him to lie vsfaa. the ground* and then 
oeali iiiiiiMlf opcm lum and imokefl a cigar, or perfaapa 
tW0| acoording to tho natve of the offeneo^ and the 
poor groaning wretch can no more move under the 
trdght than if buried beneath Monnt Athoa. The pfro- 
tuberanoe of thia great man's stomach is so large, that 
the hands of i>th6ni are required to adjust the buttons 
(kf his waistooat and nether garment, it being impossible 
for his own to meet fin* that purpose. He is married to 
a r^ffpeictahle aiid good-looking woman, by whom he has 
three Tery fine duldren. We may reasonably suppose 
that, 9Mr a Gaucho, he is in easy circumstances, from the 
flhnple &ct that he has at this day upwards of ton thou- 
sand head of homed cattle, dieep, and horses, grying on 
tibe pampas round his proniaes. 

18th. Hard frost, and piercing cold morning, which, 
eighteen months ago, when broiling in the heat on these 
same Pampas, I did not think could ever be the Case 
here ; both ice and cold, however, soon yield to the in* 
flnenoe of the sun before he reaches the meridian. In 
the afternoon we discerned in the distant horison the 
domes, cupolas, and steeples, whiefa, to our heartfelt joy, 
denoted the anxiously wishedofor termination of our 
long journey. On approaching Buenos Ayres, we were 
compelled to make a circuit, to find a road 1^ whieh to 
enter the city without the danger of leaving our vehide 
in a mod-hole, the heavy rains which had ftUen, but 
which we esc«iped, having rendwed the roads in many 
places impassid>le. 

The asstgiia<# at the oommeneement of Uie Freaeb 
Revolution could escarceljr have been in worse cndit 
than we found the paper mon^ of Buenos Ayres, M- 
Itffes dd Bcnitfo,' which inundated the whole provjaee. 
Speeie had altd|ether dasappeand imn oirenhikian; and 
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was used only w a diitinct object of porchafle and sale ; 
the priees of doabloona and dollan being entered in the 
daily papera aa regularly aa the pricea of all artiisleB oF 
merchandiae. Doublooua had riaen from their usual 
rate of aeventeen doUara to aeventy, aeventy-five, and 
eighty, paper currency, whilst the silver doDars had 
risen to the price of four of paper. Don Manuel Mar- 
tin and I at first imagined that it would prove a fortune 
to us both to get four dollars for one; we therefore 
changed moat of our silver for paper : but, when we sal- 
lied ibrth to procure some few necessaries for the em- 
beUiphment of our persons, we discovered our mistake, 
and found that it was posaible for a man to be poor at 
Buenos Ayres with pockets fuU of the money of the 
countrj^ 'JVfy first purchase was\the usual one of all 
travellers when they arrive in a capital after a long 
journey-i-a haty which it is conceived gives at once a 
genteel and agreeable finish to the appearance. The 
price of this article here had hitherto been about eight 
or nine dollars; this, according to Don Manuel's calcu- 
lation and mine, would to us be a cheap article; we 
therefore fitted and api^oved, each to his fancy, the very 
best LoaA-es hat. "What is the price. of this?" said I. 
^ That, sir,*^ said the shopkeeper, ** you shall have^just 
allow me to look at the quality — ^you shall have it, sir, 
for six-and4hirty dollars."— .**^ Why ]" said ly « I thought 
the price was only eight !" — " Oh ! sir,'^ said the shop- ' 
keeper, ** if yon pay in catK, you may have it with/plea- 
sure for seven.'* The provost, astonished at the price, as 
he looked at himself in the glass, with a hat which he 
had selected, a^ed — ^**What is the price of thiiB?" 
** That I can afford to let your reverence have for forty 
dollars, or, if your reverence thinks fit, for ten in silver, 
which I leave totirely at the option of your reverence,*^ 
the shopkeeper, making a bow and smiling,, aa 
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frmn a feeling ^ of gfenerosity, at the act of- kindness 
which he considered he was conferring on his, customer. 
" What do jou say, man ?** asked the provost, with a 
fit>wn, though he had heard distinctly enough at first ; 
but the shopkeeper was too civil not to- repeat his de^ 
mand, and too honest not to adhere to huji original offer. 
** But, why should the price of this hat so much exceed 
that of the other ?" said the provost ** Because," repli> 
ed the shopkeeper, "it so much exceeds the other in 
size ;. your reverence will please to observe, that there is 
as much in the broad brim of this clerical hat, as would 
nuke two hats such as that cavallero has chosen." The 
feet was evident, and could not be denied ; but, it being 
the fashionable hat of the clergy of this country, it 
seemed that the Provost of the CoUege of Chuquisaca 
had determined not to be surpassed even by a single 
inch in the broadest brim of the largest hat of any pro- 
vost in the city of Buenos Ayres. So, paying down our 
new dollars, away we went with our new hats, much 
better pleased with ourselves than with our bargains. 

Our next call wsb on a tailor, where, instead of thirty 
dollars, as formerly, for a pl&in frock coat, I was now 
asked one hundred and twenty. With respect to Don 
Manual Martin de la Santa Cruz, it would have moved 
the hardest heart, to witness his dismay, when he was 
infermed that it would coist him at the least sixty, and 
probably, sixty-five dollars, to replace his blue breeches 
by a new pair of black. In vain he represented that 
they had cost him only five dollars in the city of Chu- 
quisaca ; in vain he boasted, in proof of their value, 
that they had been in constant wear for two years and a 
half, which, indeed, the tailor readily believed, but "he 
would not abate half a dollar of his demand. It would 
have moved, I say, the hardest heart, to witness the look 
of despair with which the provost aiarvetyed the wear and 
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tav ooetaioned liy a joornej of wvvBtaeii kindfed miiaa, 
and wkkh made it abfoltttely neteaurjt on the ioore of 
common deeoicj, (and the provoet b reetty a 
men,) to replaoe the Uoe bfeecbee at any oeet Ho 
iMoeeCly obeerved that, ilthoiqrh they had eoloof 
ed»eiul might probaUj again paee, mmotioed among tbo 
Indiaae of Pern, there waa a eometfaing in their appear- 
ance that ^ not accord with the dignity of an.ambaflHu 
dor in the city of BooMe Ayres; thorefi)ce» Iifthig op 
the long ridrta of his coat Ibr the iadlky of liw tailor,, 
ha anbmitted to be meaaared on the spot &r a neir pair 
of auperfine falaok doth at sizty-two doUara. 

October 15th. F embarked in hia majeaty*a packet 
brig Zephyr, and aailed for Monte Video, and thence to 
Rio Janeiro, where we arrived on the 5th of Noremher.. 
The magmficent acenery of thia noble karboar fhliy 
eqnalied all that I had ever heard in Ita piaiae, and fiir 
aorpaaaed any thing that print or panorama is capable or 
representing. On landing, however, I waa not much, 
aorpriaed at finding an nltara-marine Portogneae dty to^ 
be a mean, dirty town, witfi bad hotels, and bad accom- 
modation. The bnstle of trade and bosinesa is certaioly 
considerable, and the most strildng Mature to an Eng- 
lishman on first landing, is the great raamber of ha]£- 
naked negro slaves, who are every where to be met with ;. 
aome dragging gmall low carriagea laden with merofaan* 
diae, others carrying bales upon theb heads, or employ- 
ed in some laborious service ; but there wos nothing, nt 
appearance at least, to indicate mihappsness,. for they aH 
seemed to work with great wiUingmss and glee, singings 
in loud concert •« stanza of aome wild song, aa they 
trotted in groops nnder their burdens throngb the streets. 
The scene vras very chffbrent at the slave-market, to 
which curkMnfy induced me to pay a morning visit; 
there aU appeared diaeo a wrfate and nnhapfj. On enter. 
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ing the apartment where the slave merchants keep their 
merchandise for sale, I saw about a hundred and fifty 
mi8era))le beings lying on the ground, with a woollen 
rug, their only clothing, round each. When the keeper 
observed me enter, he cracked a whip, at the sound of 
which all the slaves instantly jumped up from the 
groundf and ranged themselves in ranks, men, women, 
and chilflren, sepiM'ately. The keeper, supposing I 
was a purchaser, then beckoned to those, who in his 
opinion had the best appearance, and were in the best 
condition ; these came forward, and were made to turn 
round, walk, jump, and raise their arms and legs, to 
show that they were sound ; their mouths were opened, 
.to show that their teeth were also sufficiently sound to 
chew the toughest meat The keeper then talked of 
their good appetites, and set forth a^ their promising 
qualities, and, in the prices, which varied according to 
good looks, fi'om two hundred to three hundred and 
fifty dollars, we higgled, just as for any other marketable 
article. 

After remaining a week at Rio Janeiro, we weighed 
our anchor for the last time, and, after a fiivouraUe voy. 
age of forty-five days, arrived, on the 26th of December, 
in the harbour of Falmouth. 



N. 



TKAVEL3 IN prxn. £69 



■0 HOCINT ON HOMIMOK IN nOtO. 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine is incurred by retaining it 
beyond the specified time. 

Please return promptly. 




